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i o — Pontine has done it again . . . created another style leader

beautiful new models L J after In.ettl\mg 1ecc.rlrds in sales and popularity in 1955! Ev ery
; model in every series offers style, beauty and modern design

to choose from, that are sure to make 1956 an even greater year for Pontiac.

—  Lven the powerful Strato-Streak V-8 has been improved to
including a l:

j give more thrilling response and getaway power with smooth-
2t ness and handling ease that are sure to be the envy of the

4-Door Catalina ] industry. Look through this book carefully for a brief ex-

; g ™ ' planation of some of the reasons why Pontiac will continue

in every line! | { to maintain a leadership that has always been associated
= =4 \ith the great Pontiac name.

Star Chief 4-Door Catalina 870 2-Door Catallna 870 4-Door Sadan 870 4-Door Station Wagon

870 4-Door Catalina 860 2-Door Catalina

Star Chief Convertible
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. NEW 1956 PONTIAC THE FINEST EVER BUILT!

4-Door Catalings in every line

L' : ALL THESE OUTSTANDING IMPROVEMENTS !
L .. AND MANY NEW FEATURES MAKE THE i

New, larger V-8 engine

, [_,: .,1 Newly styled interiors © New exterior design ;
= o W q S n ew New hood ornament ® New rear fender ornaments

New radiator grille, bumpers and front name plate ;

| s
ke
E

3 New side moldings for all models
f ’5 New deck lid name plate ® [mproved ride

o r “r | New four-barrel carburetor standard on Star Chief series
s wd New Strato-Flight Hydra-Matic transmission

New Synchromesh transmission

[ i Increased horsepower and torque 1
S
...J I‘
4 {_‘ <3 5
£

www.PontiacSafari.com F -




&

www.PontiacSafari.com

for PONTIAC salesmen!
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A successor to a greal success . . . that’s what you have in
the new 1956 Pontiac. Although there has not been such a
complete and radical change in the new model as faor the
1955, « great wumber of fine improvements have been in-
corporated that promise to make the 1956 Pontiae an even
greater success. As proof of the wonderful selling oppor-
tunities that are offered with the new 1956 models, you now
lave a new model in every line, namely, the 4-Door Catalina.
The beautiful Star Chief series, together with the 870 and
860 series, have a combined total of 15 different models
all at a price that is well within the range of most
Americans, What's more, the new Strato-Streak V-8 engines
have inereased horsepower up to 227. So you see that this
vear of 1956 should be another great year for Pontiac.

You'll also find that Pontiac has made many other fine im-
provements in such items as Air Conditioning and interior
fubries with a wider choice of colors. Also a new Comfort
Control Seat with power operation and a new Hydra-Matic
transmission are oftfered to help make your selling joly even
casier than in 1955,

Look over your Facts Book carefully and make note of the
improvements that have been made for 1956. Incorporate
these new features in your sales talk and stress each one dur-
ing every customer demonstration. Yo'll soon find that when
vou peint out these many advantages Pontiac has, the car will
practically sell itself. So make the most of a fine product and
make 1956 another successiul year for Pontiae—and yourself,

!
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1950

1956 PONTIAC... EVEN MORE

Combining Beauty and Style

FTES

i

EXCITING THAN EVER BEFORE!

with Functional Design
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from every angle!
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Chveline o for o rear view ol Hhiis beautiful new 1US6
Pomiline,

unmedidely see that the famous Silver-Streak
desion has been vetained o the rear fenders, The charcter-

istic: rear fender vises have also been continued  and an

crhelished i trim sibves=sire

th nsldines on the top anel
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Star Chief

Series

The ]uxury line of the Pontiac for 1956 is the
magnificent Star Chicef series which has fve
editions in all. Each has the big 124" wheel-
base (except Safari) and is 2.4 inches longer
than last year's model. The Star Chicf models
can be quickly and easily identified not only
by their impressive icngth. but by their more
claborate  side molding.  Other identifying
featurcs are the addition of the name “Star
Chief” (“Salari” on the Star Chicf Station
Wagon) to the front doors and an ornate
upper rear lender molding. Cataling models
and the Convertible also wear a lower rear
lender mnlding of new design. For prompt
identification from the rear. three stars are
judiciously spaced beneath the name “Ponliae”
on the rear of the trunk compartment.

Exterior styling features of the

1956 Pontiac
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A new addition to the luxury line of Pontiac is the Star Chief 4-Door Catalina.
It offers the dash of a sports car while assuring the convenience that comes with
having four doors. This model is available in eight color combinations with har-
monizing interiors. Selid colors available are: Nimbus Grey, Sandalwood, Sun
Beige, and Catalina Blue. Vogue Two-Tone combinations are: Catalina Blue lower
with Nimbus Grey upper, Sun Beige lower with Sandalwood upper, Sandalwood
lower with Sun Beige upper and Nimbus Grey lower with Catalina Blue upper.
Interiors and upholstery that harmonize with above colors are: Rust and Beige
leather, Rust pattern cloth and Beige leather. Dark Blue and Light Blue leather
and Blue pattern cloth and Light Blue leather.

) Mmoo ool el vl

STAR CHIEF CATALINA

:
[
[

Like the new 4-Doov Star Chief Catalina, the 2-Door is available in eight
color combinations. Solid colors: Nimbus Grey, Sandalwood, Sun Beige, and
Catalina Blue. Vogue Two-Tone combinations: Catalina Blue lower with Nimbus
Grev upper, Sun Beige lower with Sandalwood upper, Sandalwood lower with
Sun Beige upper and Nimbus Grey lower with Catalina Blue upper. Harmoniz-
ing interiors and upholstery are: Rust and Beige leather, Rust pattern cloth and
Beige leather, Dark Blue and Light Blue leather and Blue pattern cloth and
Light Blue leather.

riadem it s S
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) “hief series, this handsome model i
L t-priced member of the labulous Star Chief series, this handsome mo |
Lowesl- he

ale inations from which to
has forty-nine exterior solid and two-tone color .unll1b1|lmt11(3111r:;mmim LR
‘];:Z(Jso Six luxurious interior trims are also available to ha 4
c SE. Ol A -
exterior of vour choice.
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Here is the car that is trulv a distinguished beauty. Richly upholstered in
durable Morrokide in a choice of Red, Green. Blue or Black combined with Ivory,
these handsome interiors offer an exciting contrast to the beautifu) exterior colors.
In 1956 there will be 1 choice of l'nrt_v-nine solid and two-tone combinations to

either match or contrast with a choice of five colorful tops of durable. easy-to-
clean, vinyl Vicodec.
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. Completely at home in anv setting, be it town or country, | oo ; : )
: LEAELLS 7 S 2 e == ' : L combinations as: Nimbus Grey lower with Catalina Blue 3
the Safari for 1956 olfers the rare combination of luxury and t

upper, Sandalwood lower with Sun Beige upper, Sun Beige
lower with Sandalwood upper or Catalina Blue lower with :

| Nimbus Grey upper. Its carctully selected interior trims |
_ i inchide: Rust and Beige leather, Rust pattern cloth and

practicality. In fact, its outstanding feature is vevsatility, !
becanse it can be converted from a passenger car to a — 4 -
functional carvier in a matter of seconds. As with the Star

Chiel Catalinas is lel has ei wxterior color ¢ ina- ' 1t ; =2
(:Illt] cll’ljln’l\., lh;f. model has u:ﬁht exterior Lf}]()r (n‘mim_n Beige leather, Dark Blue and Light Blue leather, and Dark
tions from which to choose: solid Nimbus Grey. Catalina B % i - : X
: 2 : e s | ue pattern cloth and Light Blue leather. ,
Blue, Sun Beige, und Sundalwood or such exciting colm e = i
: i :‘
- ua
- ]
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One of the first things that you notice on the
§70 series are the side moldings. Unlike the Star
Chief series which has a l:tpered molding
coming down [rom the Ventipanes, the 870
has one of constant width. On the rear fenders
vou will also find three reflectors which have
been placed lincally on embossments to en-
hance the beauty of this series. Looking at il
(1i1‘ecl‘1y from the rear, vou will see a new
gull-winged  handle has  been placed on
the trunk lid and rear fender ornaments have
been attractively restyled. The name “Pontiac”
is now scribed above the popular snap-open
lock. With four popular models to choose from,
the 870 is sure to be a style and value leader
{or the vear 1956,

25
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870 FOUR-DOOR CATALINA

|

e with the
Once again we have the smart appearance of a sports cal u)uplul W 1}[ e
convenience of having four doors. This thrilling new model is sure to C)(i b
. - 1 3 ) * AT ill 5 & e
talle of the industry with its smooth, gl-uC(‘Ful lines and elegant dppt.i[}.ltﬂfg . »1 jce
of nine lovelv interior trims which will match or contrast with the fortv-ni
exlerior colors in either solid or two-tones.
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Another masterpiece from Pontiac designed in keeping with the modern trend,
this smart-looking 2-Door Catalina is available in forty-nine gorgeous new color
{-ombinuiions both in solid and two-tone colors. You also have a choice of nine
different interiors that will add allure and beauby to the over-all appearance of
this 870 Catalina Two-door for 1956. A

N
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i i : - - offers evervthing
Traditionallv an American favorite, this depeuddi)le 4 I?(}mtu[}:lnlt wmlﬂcte{:
’ : i ile. You have a choice of forty-nine c etely
; in 5 automobile. You have a choic ) P
vou want in a good solid auto e e i
¢ 5 i in solid or two-t : inations. In add
ifferent exterior colors, either in solid or two-tone com ) C
different exterior colors, eithe in soli : tan ; | AL g
this. vou also have a choice of six interior trims, any one of which is s
p]vusé even the most discriminate tastes.
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870 FOUR-DOOR STATION WAGON

This de Tuxe, 4-Door Station Wagon has two seats whic
very comfortably and has a total of forty-nine different exterior colors to choose
from, including solids and two-tones. The interior trims are: Black and Ivory,
i Creen and Ivory, and Red and Ivory Morrokide. Not only is this model beautiful,
‘ it has a practical side, too. A tremendous carrying area is made possible by

folding down the second seat, thus giving you additional space when vou need it.

h hold up to six people

6]
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Exterior styling features of

Here is the series that offers Pontiac size,
pertormance and  dependability at its very
lowest cost. For the most part, many of the
beauty features seen on Star Chief  and 870
models can also be found on the 860, and
many interior and exterior refinements that are
oftentimes only found on cars costing hundreds
of dollars more are standard equipment on the
Pontiae 860. Models in the 860 series carry
the same grille, rub molding and rear fender
omamentation as the 870 series. With all
that it has to ofler for 1956, the Pontiac 860
is sure to appeal to the buyer with a very fine
sense of value,

31
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DOOR CATALINA

860 FOUR

the thrill that comes with owning a -I-D(m_r‘Catulina an(ll al;ntll
e field. Pontiac has now produced this exciting new model 0
always dreamed of bul
hoice of forty-nine diﬂbreqt e_xteri‘or
solid or two-tone combinations which are cﬂmplimcnt(‘.d by six wonderful interion
trims that bring out these exterior colors to their best advantage.

Now you can enjoy
stay in the low-prie - , e
make it easier for everyonc to drive the car they've
couldn’t previously afford. 1t features a c
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860 TWO-DOOR CATALINA

Lowest-priced of the three 2-Door Catalinas offered by Pontiac in 1956. this
smart-looking 860 model is answer to the demand for a low-cost “hardtop”. Like
t_he 4-Door 860 Catalina, this model has a choice of forty-nine exterior colors
in solids and two-tones with six different interiors from which to choose.
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; This 860 4- - Sedan has the same
TR - that : it e can afford, this 860 4-Door : _ :
A [amily car that almost anyone can ¢ o et IS prlced Fight down

bigness and roominess of many more expensive cars e e
with the lowest. Choice of forty-nine exterior trims and sb
and upholstery fabrics.
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860 TWO-DOOR SEDAN

¥
K
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A terrific value in 1955, the 860 2-Door Sedan tor 1956 offers even more of
everyvthing. More power, more style and more beauty, This is the model that can
be bought for less than many of the so-called low-priced cars, vet gives you all
the big-car size and dependability that vou want. Exterior colors and interior
trims available are the same as the 4-Door 860 Sedan.

w
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This strikingly handsome station wagon offers the -adr,'lcdt (:‘on‘vsl;ie:}l&;o(:toclﬂc:]u{i
doors, plus the additional seating space of three mtlhe: than \.\ ((){5;.&_ .--m-\,-i!‘p l_u ;
seat may be folded down and the third seat.cushmns rem(‘??]- or ;ll s O%Ce %11
gage and other items. It has forty-nine exterior colors avai able :11‘1( ; © ]-d =
three interior trims: Grey texture, Green texture and Red texture combine

Light Grey.

:
860 TWO-DOOR STATION WAGON .

R X e e e b et

For those who want to own &
beauty is sure to fill the bill.
including solids and two-tones,
interior combinations. Red texture

station wagon but fear high cost, this two-seat
Available in torty-nine different exterior colors
there is also a choice of three smart-looking
. Green texture or Grey texture and Light Grey.
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INTERI

Combines beauty and eye-appeal
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Compiletely new interiors have been designed for 1956 to
blend harmeniously with the gorgeous exteriors of the new
models. Looking first at the instrument panel, we sec that
the control knobs are now a marbleized white and that the
former “Green-Glo™ illhmmination has been changed to white
in keeping with the color scheme. As an added convenience,
the ash tray has been placed  at the vight of the radic
control panel and the cigﬁr lighter is at the left of the radio
control pmm]. The instrument panel radio speaker grille has
been decorated with new name plates. On the Star Chief
series, the name “Pontiac” is in the upper left-hand corner
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in block type and the name “Star Chief” is attractively
seribed below. All the other models have the block pri]‘lte-d
ward “Ponting” centered on the speaker grille.

Over to the vight of the glove compartment we see that the
clectric clock has been redesigned and the hands  and
numerals are pzu’nted white. The trim plates have been
designed to create a louvered cffect. The surface is ribbed
with black painted depressed areas and is bordered and
spuced with polished heading which blends into the panel.
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DE LUXE AND CUSTOM STEERING WHEEL

Stay Chiel and 870
wheels are  cleverly  designed
and are mounted on Pontiac’s
coneealed gearshift steering col-
umns. As illustrated, the Star
Chief and 870 model hormn but-
ton has bheen artistically rede-
signed for new appearance. The

SPevinr1ior
stecr mg

560 model steering wheel (not
illustrated)  has a new  horn

trealment,

bulton color

This beautiful chrome-
trimmed  speedometer  tilts
rearward and has a prominent
hood, underpainted with
wrinkle paint . . . designed
to give you quick, ql.nv
free vision. Pnpn]al in 1955,
the Speed-Line indicator has
been relained for 1956, This is a dise type speed-indication
device tinted with Inmineseont red paint that tht‘ly WArns
drivers against speeding,

BT

HEATER CONTROLS

Muminated  heater  controls
are located just to the im-
mediate right and left of the
steering  columm. By move-
ment of the levers, indicators
pmnl out the temperatures
and air selected. Just above
the steering column is the

blower switeh and indicator
for casy accessibility  and
grouping.

www.PontiacSafari.com
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GLOVE COMPARTMENT

The center location of the glove compartment was a new
feature in the 1855 models and is being continued in 1936.
As was expeeted, this change was Ul(.‘cll.l\’ approved and
appreciated by the thom.m«h of 1955 Pontiac owners. I
was found that by having it centrally located, it was more
easily accessible hoth to lh{- dviver and his front seat pas-
sengers. Another 1935 change being retained in 1956 iy
the twin recessions for liguid containers that are in the glove
compartment door.These, too. proved very popular, especially
handy in drive-in restaurants and movies.
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RADIO, ASH TRAY AND LIGHTER

Heve is a pHIELl t’\dl]'lp](' of Pontiac’s ingenuity the
canvenient grouping of the recessed ash tray, cigar lighter
and radio controls all within « casy reach of the front seat
passengers. The ash tray and lighter are standard equipment
on all Pontiacs, and their knobs are recessed lor maxi-
mum q-d'r‘t'v and fastidious (l(’*;ig,n The radio controls have
new colors for 1956 to blend in harmoniously with the rest
of the instrument panel décor. A chrome finish plate is used
on all models where 4 radio is not specified.
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INTERIOR STYLING FEATURES OF
STAR CHIEF MODELS

The name “Star Chief” has become synonymous with beauly
and luxury, and the Star Chiel interiors for 1956 are no
exception. One look at the fine leathers or [abrics use d to
adorn the Star Chief models, and voull quickly see that here
indeed is luxury and comfort l)ucm(l deseription. Each in-
terior of cvery Star Chief model has been carefully selected
[or harmony in color as well as for comfort and pl.ul[callt\
Lets take them one at a time and see exactly why the Star
Chiel inleriors have bheen called “heauty unequalled at a
price so low!”

STAR CHIEF FOUR-DOOR CATALINA

The 11])11()|H{(‘|\ of this brand-new member of the Star Chiet
family is magnificent. On the back of cach seat is a wide

[

hand of the finest hand-rubbed, light-colored leather; the
seat and the lower part of the back cushions are in dark-
colored leather (or dark-colored Jacquard-woven, nylon-
faced fabric ornamented with metal spun nylon varn, if
clesired ).

Kick trim on front seats is made of hght-w]m('d durable
plastic embossed in a handsome design. Long-wearing, dark-
colored coated tabrie enhances the contour of the back of
the front seat. Thick, luxurions carpeting graces the floors
adding to the beauty of the upholstery. Door panels on this
Star Chiel 4-Door Catalina (see illustration below) ha-
monize with the uphelstery motif and boast  simuolated
leather puanels. Instrument panel, steering wheel (and com-
ponents) and garnish moldings are f'ma]mc] in exact exterior
color spvmﬁ(*(l, i.e., Sandalwead, Sun Beige, Catalina Blue or
Nimlus Grey. Interior of the center pillar (on the d-Door
Catalinas) is covered with plastic embossed material of
matching color to also blend with the other interior colors,
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STAR CHIEF TWO-DOOR CATALINA

The interiors of this popular “hardtop” are more beautiful
than they have ever been since this model first came into
existence. The 19536 interior choices are the same as the
4-Door Catalina and consist of: Rust and Beige leather:
Light Blue and Dark Blue leather; Rust pattern cloth and
Bt'igv leather; or Blue pattern cloth and Light Blue leather.
Door trim, instrument panel, steering wheel, steering col-
umn and garnish moldings are all finished in exact exterior
color spuci;(iod. Deep. luxirious carpeting blends with interior
colors to give this model the luxury look that is usually
associated with competitive cars much higher priced. Twin
courtesy and dome lights flash on when cither door s
npem'd: illuminating the interior, and make getting in and
out of the car at night much simpler and safer.
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STAR CHIEF FOUR-DOOR SEDAN

The interior trims of this handsome model are the ultimate
in smart simplicity and beauty of design. For 1956, the in-
terior trim color selections have been increased to a total of
six different combinations from which to choose. Seats are
upholstered with body eloths in six different combinations
with front edges done in contrasting body cloth or Morro-
kide. Lower portion of the seat backs are light-colored
body cloth, while the upper portion s either \-f\'irn'ml\'idt—*
having a vertical line pattern, or a smooth, dark cloth. Door
pancls are handled in two-tone simulated leather and the
foors covered with o durable patterned rubber mat,




STAR CHIEF CONVERTIBLE COUPE

Interior trims for the 1956 Star Chicf Converlible were
selected to blend or contrast with the beautiful  exterior
colors. Both dark- and light-colored Morrokide have been
lastefully used on the upholstery trim to create a pleasing
effeet to the entire inside appearance (see illustration below).
Yorrll notice that the use ol white saddle stitching has been
employed to give a distinctive appearance to bhoth  the
cushion and the back of the seat. Door and side panels also
use the two-tane colors, giving the doors and sides a modern
streamlined look. The front- and rear-compartment Hoors are
covered with sturdy, patterned rubber mats. Interior color
choices are Red, Green, Blue or Black combined with Tvory.
A de luxe steering wheel done in white is standard equip-
ment in the Star Chiel Convertible for 1956,

STAR CHIEF SAFARI STATION WAGON

Aristoerat of the station wagons, this beantiful Star Chiel
Safari s the last word in high styvle and design. Opening
the door we find the interior to be of the same high-quality
materials used in the Star Chief Cutalinas. Rich, deep tones
and gav, light colors combine to give the Star Chiel series all
the regal elegance it so justly deserves. But heauty isn’t all
vou gel, because this handsome station wagon offers versa-
tility, too! The rear scat may be quickly and easily folded to
give you extra carry space for liggage or large packages,
Fven with the seal upright, ample space still remains for
remarkable loading eapacity.

—— .
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INTERIOR STYLING FEATURES OF
THE 870 MODELS

For 1956, the 870 models offer more interior colors and
upholstery selections than ever before. Luxurious, yet prac-
tical fabries that are sure to please even the most diserimi-
nating tastes. Look over the many rich, vibrant colors that
are available and see if vou, too, don't agree that this is the
finest selection ever oflercd by anyone at any time.

-
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870 FOUR-DOOR CATALINA

Imagine getting a choice of nine beautitul interior color
combinations to blend or contrast with a choice of forty-nine
Jdifferent exterior solid colors or combinations! That's’ what
you get when vou choose the 870 Catalinas for 1956. Fach
fabric has been skillfully tailored for unequalled durability,
wnd you have « choice of patterns and designs that is more
varied than cver before. The doors and side panels are of
codated fabric that blends beantifully with the rest of the
interior: and harmonizing rubber Hoor mats cover the Tront
and rear compartinents tor smart appearance, and are very
cusy to keep clean.
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870 FOUR-DOOR SEDAN
870 TWO-DGOR CATALINA ) r i
[ I T T Bt |
N - vorite has the same terior seloctions s & i Bt,.}nl,- is jllhl' a part of !hf'_,htm-\ on L]‘u mteriors ni_ the 870 ;
This traditional favorite has ! % Il it should, for any- series, and this handsome 870 4-Door Sedan proves it bevond
s 1-Door Catalina, and well b snould, €252 . A ) A ) soter .
the 870 4 !)n_.' ] o B e o - a doubt. Here is not only smart color and (.le.§1gu. bu.l |uggcid.
thing Jess beantiful would certaing () 2-Door Catalina. It dependable body eloth that has been skilllully tailored for
beanty and style of this spﬂ-(.mcn]m 87 {__AE_ l\t. th;: L‘quuri'mi‘ L . unequalled durability. I this model, vou have a choice of
might be well to take l"‘“'“f“]m: ;'”u N 1 5 ‘1d -u*mul'ld the many fine interior color combinations plus harmonizing rub- f
At o of chrome on the side panels and < B < nke S B e e T ;
nating use ol el ik lulwl'\' o aniiest i Ehl — lser “nn.l mals in l]n_.hnnt ‘m(.l rear compartments. Hu.m !
; doors adds to the over-a ok of tuxun) wonderful color selections all either blend or contrast with
the high-spirited 870 2-Door Catalina. = = the choice of Forty-nine exterior color combinations this model
\ has to offer,
= = |
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THE 6§70 FOUR-DOOR STATION WAGOR

This attractive-looking 870 4-Door Station Wagon is one of
the most versatile cars you can owin. Not only do yon get
the beauty, luxury and comfort of a sedan, but you also get
the hard-working utility of w carrier. With the rear scat in
position, you have room to carry six passengers Very com-
I'm'tnh]y or, by folding the rear seat down, you have ample e —

room for luggage. camping equipment, ete. Color selec- ) !
tiong for the interiors have been inereased so that you now
have a choice of three lovely color combinations from which
to choose. Red and Ivory Morrokide, Bluck and Tvory Mor-
rokide or Green and Ivory Morrokide, These three combina-
tions will either blend or beautilully contrast with the forty-
nine exterior color options offered in this model,
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INTERIOR STYLING FEATURES OF
THE 860 MODELS

When you first look al the interiors of the various 860
models, you will be pleasantly surprised to find that they
are not at all what vou would expecl to find in o low-pr iced
line. In fact, they might easily be found in much higher-
priced models, because they are truly beautiful as well as
durable and functional. Look over the 860 interiors that
follow and you'll be amazed at the terrific value to be found
in the Pontiac 860 lor 1956.

860 FOUR-DOCR CATALINA

As new as the 4-Door Catalina itself, the smart interior of

this model is really something to behold, Exquisitely styled
and handsomely tailored, the upholstery gives the appear-

Rl £ . i i |

I

ance of rich Fabrics and materials usually found in mucl
more expensive aulcmobles. The side panels and doors are
also done in good taste and blend well with the other fea-
tures of the interior. What's more, you have a choice of six
different interior comlynations that will either blend or con-
trast with the fortv-nine exterior colors. Add this Ane selec-
tion to the over-all value you get when you buy a Pontiac
860 model and yon have an automobile that “dollar for
dollur™ just can’t be heat!

860 STEERING WHEEL

This handsome steering wheel, found exclusively on the 860
madels, has been brightened by a new colored horn button.
The chromed Indian head lics in a field of Venns Palagold,
surrounded first by a chromed band and then by a wider
red band that add new distinetion to its : appearance,




860 TWO-DOOR CATALINA R
— - 860 TWO- AND FOUR-DOOR SEDANS
Also making its debut this year in the 860 line is the beau- I
sful 860/ 2-Door. Catalina. Like 'its 4-doo: companion, this [ “”E Completely different from anything yvou'll find in a com-
L'_ Catalina is the answer to the demand for an inexpensive = o petitive line, the interior design ol the 1956 Pontiac 860
' “hardtop.” But a look at the unique interior trim of this I 2-Door and 4-Door Sedans stancs by itsell when it comes
860 2-Door Catalina and vou almost wonder how Pontiace can — 1 ) be auty and smart appearance, From the cye- appealing,
offer this model at such a low price. Here we find rich- i “I‘l'”{"'”\ and side pancl décor, right down to the exclu-
3 appearing upholstery and modern, high-fashion Tuxury that = -l :““ 860 steering wheel . . . (\ll,\thlllLL about the 860
could very well be used in much higher-priced autamobiles. inierior makes these models the first choice of those who
But lm.mty alone isn't all you get, for these smart interiors = = want the most value for their money. Both the 4-Door and
use materials and workmanship that will give long wear and e i the 2-Door 860 Scdans offer an interior choice of six won-
durability and last for years. Choice of six gorgeous interior = derlul interior color combinations to go with the forty-nine
color combinations to complement the forty-nine exterior solid or two-tone exterior color mmfmm!mm available in this
solid or two-tone colors that are available with the 860 | ﬂf handsome series for 1956,
CR—
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860 TWO- AND FOUR-DOOR STATION WAGONS

With the popularity of the station wagon on the upsurge,
Pontiac presents for 1956 . . . the best dollar-for-dollar value
you'll find anywhere! Two versatile models are available in
the 860 series . . . a four-door, three-seat model and a two-
door, two-seat version. The three-seat model holds up to nine
people while the two-seat model can seal six comfortably,
Interior styling is especially artistic this year and alffords the
greatest amount of durability and expert workmanship ever
offered for such a low price. Both models have an interior
color choice counsisting of the following combinations: Red,
Green or Grey pattern with Light Grey. With forty-nine exte-
rior solid or two-tone color combinations to choose from, you're
sure to find exactly what vou want in style, beauty and color.
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This illustration shows the
way that % of the 2nd seat
folds forward to make gel-
ting in and out of the rear
compartment casior for your
DASSCNgeTs.

Here you see the 3rd seat
removed so that luggage and
other ('c;uilm'u;'nl' may be
wrried,  yel  there i ostill
room for 5 passengers and
the driver.

With the second seat folded
forward and the third seat
removed, there is enough
room  for  considerable ]l;Q-
zage or even a buby eril or
a cot, for use on vacation
trips or ovemight traveling,
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More beautilul than ever belore, the 1956 Bodics by Fisher i

are masterpieces of high-style and modern design. But beauty
‘s not the whole story. for these magnificent bodies are also
constructed for dependability, strength, comfort and safety. i
o o {
i
ke

enjoyed by Fisher Body and you can readily sce why the

L. ] Add these gualities and features to the outstanding reputation
1 Pontiac Bodies by Fisher are the world’s finest.
-
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UNISTEEL BODY CONSTRUCTION
OF PONTIAC'S BODY BY FISHER

all Pontiae bodies for 1956 feature Unisteel construction . . .
probably the finest body construetion method known, From
the Panoramic windshield, perfectly engineered for increased

beauty and vision, to the one-picce, sturdy steel floor, every

section of the Pontiac Fisher Body is made for maximum
driving safety and comfort.

 —
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Unisteel construction means the body is of one tight steel
structure welded fivmly in position to give you maximum pro-
tection and riding ease. The solid Turret Top is a strong,
seamless. veinforced stroctural nnit of the body welded to a
hox section steel roof rail assembly for its entire length along
both sides, The rail is an mlc'fn tl part of the inner steel
framework of the side frame. m1tl to it is welded a roof
how of formed stecl io increase the stiffening effect given
to the body by the Turret Top.

Drip moldings, extending the full length of the roof on both
\Jdc-s protect passengers from dripping water as they enter
roleave the car,




BODY STRUCTURAL FEATURES

A rugged, sturdy header bar of ribbed steel four inches
wide provides exira reinforcement for the solid steel

Turret Top. Also a roof bow is welded to the box rail
assembly at the center pillar location (except on 4-Door
Catalina and Convertible). The center pillar provides
structural support from the rail to the Hloor,

Four-door Catalina center pillar construction is designed
like o cantilever to insure rigid mounting for its rear
doors. Naote that pillr curves to a wide base for maximum
slrvnglh.

The solid steel Hoor is of one-picee construction, sturdily
ribbed,  braced and welded for maximum durability.

Becfed-up trinngular structial members are welded to
the cowl and help brace the front end to the chassis to
form a more rigid body,
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UNISTEEL DOORS

The doors of the 1956 Pontiac are exceptionally wide and
are hung upon substantial hinges set in reinforced plates in
the body framework. Each door consists of three (3) major
steel parts. The onter panel of tough steel gives maximum
strength. Supporting it is an inner framework designed [lor
strength and for the elimination of any possible noise. The
outer panel is then welded to the inner panel assembly, and
a layer of sound-deadening material is added to further de-
erease any tendency to drum or vibrate,
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WIDE-OPENING DOORS

Pontiuc's front door hinges are so de-*signed as to let the
door swing out from, rather than into, the front fender.
This hinge arrangement makes a very wide door opening
possible. The front door opening on a Two-door Sedan
measures 46.5 iiches. As a result, entering a Pontiac can
be done in an easy, relaxed manner—without sqneezing or
crowding,

This type of door hinge design affords u sturdy door mount-
ing and excellent weather-tight door sealing. Heavy material
maeans extra Htrength. Loo. '

Another Pontiac door feature: door eatches hold in bwo posi-
tions. Even il the door should nol be completely elosed, the
catch will hold it firmly so that the doeor is less apt to swing
open when the car is in motion.

73
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UNISTEEL INSULATION

Body insulation plays an important part in riding comfort.
For other than the obvious heat and cold resistance it pro-
vides, Pontiac body insulation deadens road noises and at the
siume  time  protecls certain metal surfaces against stones
cast up by the action of the tires.

Pontiae body noises are generally deadened by the cement-
ing of heavy felt paper to the outer panels and the applica-
tion of spray-on deadener in the wheelhouse arca. FPelt
paper is cemented to the roof panel and deck lid outer panel.
The cushion area under the [ront and rear seats are also
covered by cementing felt paper to the metal Aoor pan.

Spray-on deadener is applied in the wheelhouse and quarter
outer panels. To further quict front end road noises, an im-
proved dash insulator for all 1956 models is applied to the
dash panecl. In the new insulator elearance holes lor wires,
tubes and controls have been replaced by slits, which help
reduce the passage of air or sound waves through the dash
insulator. and insulator size has been inereased for better
sealing. In addition to this. Star Chiel and 870 models will
have a new hood insulator that fastens to the wnderside of
the hood. On Star Chiel models insulation has been added to
the underside of the instrument panel and in the shrouds.
wWith this added insulation, noise and vibration trom the
engine compartment are cfieetively dampened.

The floors of the various models ave all covered with either
carpet or rubber mats (depending on which model vou
own) which also help to insulate the car interior against
heat, cold and excessive noise.

.PontiacSafari.com

PONTIAC'S PANORAMIC WINDSHIELD
OFFERS MAXIMUM VISION

s - e

Introduced with the 1955 models. the Panoramic windshield ‘
ha IA){,‘(‘H hailed as a great step forward in safety and driving |
c.‘umlm't. By moving the front pillars rearward, the angle of

forward vision was inereased, while corner pillar obstruction

7o)
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was greatly reduced, For 1955, the actnal see-through area
was mereased as mueh as 26% and, with the low [ront hoaod
line and design that is continued on the 1956 Pontiac, both
fenders are exposed to the driver’s view, and parking, ma-
neuvering and general driving are easier and more precise.

REAR WINDOW VISION

Along with the increased front vision ol the Panoramic wind-
shield, introdiiced in 1955, was the added size and better
loeation of the rear windows on passenger models. By seating
yourself hehind the wheel of a new 1956 Pontiae and then
looking out the back window through the rear-view mirror,
yvou'll find that rear window area allows optimum rearward
vision and outstanding driving comfort and ease.

Safety glass is used all around on the 1956 Ponliac models
while the front and rear windows, as well as all fixed win-
dows, are set in rubber seals to prevent cntrance of riin,

cold and drafts.

FULL-VIEW STATION WAGON REAR WINDOWS

[Here's another example to show how Pontine goes to greal
lengths to provide maximum driving case and s;d'uiy: By
using wide-sweeping windows. blind spots in the rear q':,mrtér
have virtually been eliminated. Coruer posts, which at one
time were quite a problem when it came to backing up or
pulling out to pass on the highway, are narrow and posi-
tioned to give mlist:u'ldillg rear-guarter window  visibility.
Laminated Safety Plate glass is used in these windows 1o
guarantee a high degree of distortion-free vision.
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LIFT GATE OPENING ON STATION WAGONS

In order to facilitate easy loading and unloading, Pontiac
Station Wagon lift gate opeuing is ideally ;trru_ng(‘(l. The
lift gate may be opened to two posil'ions«-tine ]‘;ﬂl‘lZOI.Il:ll. the
other at a maximum open height. In addition to easicr load-
ing, opening height minimizes the danger of anyones bun}p-
ing into the raised outer edge of the gate when npprcmc}ung
the vehicle. As in 1953, the tail gate lowers almost level
with the rear floor which permits easy loading and unloading.

w.PontiacSafari.com
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PONTIAC'S COWL VENTILATION SYSTEM

Hood-high intake ventilation is again being used in 1956
as it was in 19535, When outside air enters the passenger
compartments through this system, it is more free of dusl
and fumes. This results in more comfortable motoring for
both the driver und his passengers.

Here's how this remarkable system works: In Pontiac’s cowl
ventilation system, outside air enters through an inconspicu-
ous louvered intake 34 inches wide, mounted fAush with the
hood directly below the windshield. This air travels into an
enclosed steel chamber which leads to inlets on each side of
the inner shroud. Two ventilator control kinobs, one for each
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ilel, mounted below the glove compartment door on the
bottam side of the instrument panel, operate tight-fitting
valves in each of the air inlets to control air flow. Thus, air
may be admitted to either or both sides of the front com-
pm‘lm(-ntx

Air inlots are sereen-covered, while slanting louvers outside
the inlets guide the air in two directions. A portion is made
to How directly toward the passenger, while the remainder
moves across the dash and Hoor. This latter aspect decreases
the amount ol heat transfer from the engine comparhnonl
anel jn(licim;s]y insures comfortable, even anr distribution,

Altheugh not visible, it should be noted every detail of this
design has been engineered to the highest degree of perfec-
tion. Entrance of entrapped water is prevented by« separa-
Lion system which acts upon the enlire air stream. The con-
tour on the outer shell is such that the force of air striking
the surface tends to throw any entrapped moisture from the
air. while & channel attached to the inner surface and fanges
attached to the aiv inlet assembly act as positive separators.
A drain is locaied at the bottom of cach side of the air
chambers.

With cowl ventilation, longitndinal duets are outmoded. Also,
greater engine compartment roominess results. When used
with Pontiac’s efficient heating and defrosting system, ventila-
tion may be augmented by a blower,

r
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NEW FRONT SEAT POSITION

1956

Another new improvement for 1956 has been the changing
of the [ront seat position. This change has been made on
all models and results in increased front seat leg room and
head room. The Trent and rear track brackets have been re-
designed Lo slightly Lili the front seat backward and move it
rearward and downward. Thug driver and passenger com-
fort is increased.
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ROTARY DOCR LOCKS ARD
REAR-DOOR FREEWHEELING

Skillfully engineered for maximum durability and safe posi-
tive latching, these rotary door locks reduce the amount of
effort required to close the doors and provide casy push-

button action.

As illustrated, locking is accomplished in this installation
by a rotary bolt, upper portion of which is covered by
a neat housing. When the door is being closed, the bolt
rotates as it comes in contact with a striker (attached to the
pillar) until closure is completed. Locking cam and bolt are
then firmly held in locked position by a detent lever.

This assembly is used in conjunction with door handles that
are designed in such a manner that the exterior push buttons
are protected from the weather by the handle. Key entrance
to the lock evlinder is below and separate.

g. safety locking feature, which allows the inside
control handle to move forward or rearward (with inside
push button dr’pwswd without opening the door). is con-
tinued on all rear door locks (only) for 1956. Such adjust-
ment will be initially made on all models at assembly. Simple
adjustment to perm}l unlocking the door by lever action may
be made, it desired.

Freewheeling

r

r
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HOOD HINGES

Mounted on the front of the
dash, this sturdy hinge is a
goar type and utilizes a self-
contained double assist over-
center  spring  to  increase
hold-open power.

HOOD LATCH

First introduced with the 1955 models, this cam type hood
latch has been retained for 1956 becanse of its efficiency
and ease of operation. Scll-adjusting, this latch is easy to
close and release and provides firm, safe hood locking. Mis-
cellancous changes have been made in this unit [or 1956
to improve its operation and durability.

The main component is a hood latch plate which includes
three mownting flanges for bolting the unit to the inmer sur-
face of the hood, a px]ul and u stm(l\f foundation for attach-
ment ol related components, that is, spring-loaded cateh,
hooked-nosed safety, a hood lock cam and a release lever.
The pilot in the hood latch plate guides latching components
through a rectangular hole in the mating radiator cross bar.

Disengagement is accomplished by casy movement of the
release at the front of the hood. As the release handle is
pulled forward, the hood lock cam is free to rotate. This
permils the hood lock cateh to move on a sloping surlace in-
ward, thereby [reeing the hood. Further movement of the
release lever (hscng,.u,('s the safety catch. Curved cam sur-
faces on the eatch and safety, respectively, facilitate their
(quick engagement when the hood s closed.

Because of the sloping outer surfuce of the hood lock cateh,
the unit is self-adjusting since normal driving vibrations tend
to increase latehing firmness.
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A AMPLE LUGGAGE SPAGE

With its low-opening line and counterbalanced lid with selt-
locking device, Pountine offers an f'xceptinnull_\/ convenient )
as well as roomy luggage compartment in all models. While i[:
the owners of the 860 and 870 models will cortainly appre-

ciate the large carrying aved, Star Chief owners will discover

to their pleasure that they can load up to 10 pieces of as-
sorted standard luggage their lnggage compartment . {
including golf clubs . . . and still find room for miscellaneous

packages.

ENTRANGCE ROOM—TWO-DOOR MODELS

Entering > orear i
t}T' the rear compartment of a Pontiane Two-door model
wesents ‘oblems | ¥ : :
L” \ 5 1})}(1 p:]nh]«,ms in grace or convenience. The distance
v shwern the - 1 in 3 - o f l + o ©
E l|. the door pillar and vear of front seat cushion in
wo-door Sedan TRTEE = ey R !
3 e oor Sedan measures up to 12,5 inches, which allows
i nle ¢ o aTe) Ty e : ‘ N
ple cntrance space. A grealer space is allowe i
T e g P is allowed at hip
f. 2] beenuse the seat swings in as it turns down. This all ]
St _ as it s down. This allows
. o to be closed  witho umping i
wut bumping the  tilted  seat.

RUST-PROOFING BODIES BY FISHER

Pontiac cnginecrs ;

. Soengineers pay careful atlention to making

o resistant to rust and corvosi B s ot e
e } st and corvosion. Pontiac’s Unisteel badies are

‘eited  wi a rust-proofi ot " and

" \.\ah a rust-proofing coat that protects curves and

orners, inside g insi ; Tt 1

2 : mesde and out. The inside of sills. doors and a po

ion ol the guarlers are als 3 ith i : .

- non o qn.ul(‘rs: are also Hl_)l'il)*('(l with corrosion-resistant
wterial for proteclion against moisture, %
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SEAT AND CUSHION CONSTRUCTION

A great part of Pontiac’s comlort story lies in the sturdy con-
struction of the seats and cushions, Pontiac’s front seat
assembly nses a metal seat structure and “zigzag” type seal
springs. The individual springs and wires are attached to 11]:’
metal seat cushion frame and metal back frame by a clip
retention method. After spring installation, the C{'J]lt().lll't‘d
upper surface of the “zigzag” springs is first _cnvm-eq with a
jute pad with plastic insulator and then the foundation .p.nd-
ding is applied. Next, a cotton pad is installed. In ndcht_mn,
rolled cotton batts are used around the spring border wires.
The trim [abric cover is then installed and fastened wilh
hog rings to the bottom of the assembly. The seat adjuster
is attached to the bottom of the seal, and the entire assem-
blv bolted to the Hoor. The individual front seat cushion is
not removable, while the vear seal cushion is, Rear scats also
use “zigzag” springs. Coil springs are c'mplu_yc'(f on third
seats in the three-seat Station Wagons.

1
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ADJUSTABLE FRONT SEAT

Every model in the 1956 line
has an adjustuble front seat for
the driver’s comlort and salely.
The front seat adjustment s
regilated by a lock which an-
chors the seat in place on both
sides. The adjustment lever is
at the left side of the drivers
seat cushion. Ag the [ront seat
moves  lorward, the seal tilts
slightly forward. tou, A “6-way
Comflort  Control  Seat™ cither
power or mannally operated iy
available as an accessory.

CRANK-OPERATED FRONT VENTIPANES

The crank-operated Ventipanes lor 1956 are not only smart
in appearance, but extremely funetional as well, With one
hand vou can release the sliding lock and crank open the
window. Pentine Ventipanes are positively controlled and
wind pressure canuol foree them shut. The sliding locks are
strong and therefore discourage tampering.
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; i e e : LICENSE LAMP AND BRACKET ASSEMBLY
1
- Four comfort-engineered arm ‘ For 1956, as in 1955, all Pontiac Sedan and Coupe models
: rests are standard equipment on J feature a smart license lamp and bracket contained in the
every Pontiac maodel, except center bar ol the articulated rear bumper. On Station Wagon
i 860 and 870 Station Wagons ) models, dual lamps are inserted on the inner edges of the
. .. where, for reasons ol rear- 1 bumper guards, providing ample license plate illumination.
4 compuartment utility, they u;rc o
omitted lrom rear doors only.
- These handsome door arm rests _ 20-GALLON FUEL TANK
are of semicircular construe-
tion so that they may be grasped i To offer the widest possible driving range of every tankful
casily to pull the door shut. of fuel, Pontiac’s gas tank has a 20-gallon capacity. This
i . means that Pontiac owners will get many miles on a full
tank of gasoline and the number of refueling stops will be
u few and far between. Station Wagon models will uge a

large 17-gallon tank (except 3:seat model, which has a
. 16-gallon tank).

BODY COLOR AND FINISH

An important factor in the beauty of the gorgeous new 1956
Poutiac is the rich, deep body finish. Smoothness and even-
ness of finish is assured through careful preparation and
skillful workmanship in processing the bodies. The entire
surface is frst cleaned with an alkaline solution and rinsed,
then rust-proofed with a chemical coat to protect the metal
[rom corrosion.

The prime coat is then applicd and a perfeet surfuce for
the finishing coats prepared by wet-sanding by hand. Alter
carelul inspection of the prime coat, repeated eoats of
lacquer build up a deep, permanent, gleaming finish. Power

:] polishing hrings the lacquer to a high luster. The result is

ADJUSTABLE INSIDE SUN VISORS L a finish noted for its sheen and long life. And remember

this: ' anybody should know how to Rnish a car, it is Pon-

Dual inside sun visers are another feature that makes driving tiae, hecause Pontiac was the first manufacturer to use Dico
o

a Pontiac just that much more comfortable. Both visors on
all models can be tumed down to block glare on the wind-
shield or swung to screen side windows and reduce side
glare, Point out, teo, that Pontiac’s visors (except on Con-
vertible) slide on the rods that hold them to offer maximum
Hexibility, and to block glare from front-seat passengers eyes
almost wherever the sun may be,

finish on production cars.

!
|
i
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REAR DOOR-JAMB DCME LIGHT SWITCHES
ON STAR CHIEF FOUR-DOOR MODELS

Here's another feature of the new 1956 Pontiac Star Chiel
4-Door. Instead of the dome light flashing on when just the
front doors are open, they can also be turned on by opening
any of the rear doors. The handy dome light also doubles
as a ready lamp by merely flipping the conveniently lo ated
control switch integral with the lamp. (On the 4-Door Cus-
tom Catalina, the switch is located on the left rear door

pillar.)

QOUTSIDE DOOR LOCKS AND HANDLES

Notice the smartly sly!ecl Pontine door handles that carry ou
the sleck design of this remarkable new car. The door han-
dles are cleverly designed so they protect the push buttons
from the weather., Smooth-working lock Cylindm's are p]nced
below the door handles and are separate units.

T 1

[

el Do Bt B o

llln: _re‘]m-ulmn and new design of the glove compartment,
115.1 llllI(J(llI(.‘f‘{] in 1955, has been retwined for 1956. 1t is
L.lh{ \] accessible 1o hoth driver and front-seat passengers
E‘mt s proven to be ane of Pontiac’s most popular interior
ic.mnlm. But. in addition to this change, Pontiac also placed
wo depressions on the back of the ol
: : ; [ i -
e gepreiiions on Fie b he glove compartment door
age containers. Thus, vou have a handy place to
!mr beverage containers when vou frequent drive-in res-
taurants or make long trips.

ASH TRAYS FRONT AND REAR

oeated fue 10586 L
].{le.fucclmd for f..hﬁ. {lz_e front compartment ash tray is now
placed to the right of the radio control panel . within
‘-l]h'\ reach of all f'mnl—smt passengers.  Rear-compartment
(;1 trays on bwo-door models  (except Two-door Station
agons) are an integr: art of :
l“ih.l\- . ) 1.1.(‘] '111.1 integral part of the arm rests and provide
.l.]( accessibility. Four-door models boast centrally located
ash trays on tlm_ rear side of the lront seats. All ash travs can
be removed easily for cleaning. '

21
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COAT HOOKS

All models (except (_lc)|.‘1vertillle
Coupe) in the heauntiful 1956
Pontiac line feature the use o
convenient coat hooks. Designed
for maximum carrying, l("()m
hooks are plnced in pusm.rms
that minimize vision obstruction.

STAR CHIEF ROBE CORD

Exclusive with the new Star Chief Four-door (_.‘dtali{!m um§

Four-door Sedan, this handy robe cord keeps car ro s e
i i [ e X S

pagsengers’ coats conveniently out of way when not in us

of the car.

Handsomely covered with fabrie thal matches the interior

3 E ' [ i ¥ I

TOOLS AND CARRYING ARRANGEMENT

Adopted in 1950, a stmple spring arrangement provides for
the carrying of tools in all Pontiacs except Station Wagons,
where il is impractical. The tool holder consists of two sec-
tions of coil springs joined by a metal ring. Rings at each
ol the other spring ends—one on the spare wheel clamp stud and
one fixed to the lnggage compartment  {Hloor—hold the in-
stallation in place. Locking is accomplished by pulling the
spring assembly over the tools and hooking the center ring
to o bracket sturdily attached to the foor. A strong, rugged
bumper jack of ralchel desigu and 2 wheel socket wrench
and jack handle make up the components of the tire repair
tool kit. The lool-carrying arrangement holds the tools tightly
in plice aud eliminates r;l!‘tEing ol the tools in the trunk.

PONTIAC BUMPER JACK

This dual construction bumper jack is of unique design and
was first introduced in 1955, When used on the front of the
car, it employs a detachable adapter which distributes the
load between the upper and lower bumper impact bars.
Adapter s removed when jaek is used on the rear bumper.




FRONT COMPARTMENT Room Room

INTERIOR BODY DIMENSIONS
IN INCHES-—-wﬂh front seais ull Ihe ‘way buck

Head Hip Shoulder Seat

Star Chiet 4-Door

Star Chief 4-Door Sedan
Star Chief 2-Door

Star Chief Convertible
870 and 860 4-Door

870 and 860 2-Door
870 and 860 4-Door

860 2-Door Sedan

Safari Station Wagon
870 4-Door {2-seat) SWG
860 2-Door {2-seat) SWG
860 4-Door (3-seat) SWG

343 618 559 1846
36.0 61.9 567 1846

34.8 617 568 1846
34.4 417 568 186

341 461.8 559 184
34.8 617 558 18.6

36.0 61.9 5467 18.6
360 61.8 5465 18.6
34.6 61.5 559 18.6
36.0 61.9 3567 18.6
360 61.8 565 184
36.0 61.9 567 18.6

REAR COMPARTMENT

Head Hip Shouider Seuf

Roomn Room Room Depth Height

Seat

Room Room Depth Hetghl

13.6
13.7

13.6

13.7

13.7

13.7

13.7
13.7
13.6
13.7
13.7
TaF

Seot

—

A

i

-

Star Chief 4-Door

Star Chief 4-Door Sedan
Star Chief 2-Door

Star Chief Convertible
870 and 860 4-Door

870 and 8B40 2-Door
870 and 840 4-Door

860 2-Door Sedan

Safari Station Wagon

870 4-Door {2-seat) SWG

860 2-Door {2-seat] SWG

860 4-Daor {3-seat) SWG
(Second seat of above)

.PontiacSafari.com

33.4 628 568 17.9
359 63.1 564 1879

34.0 542 567 184
34.0 50.1 484 185

33.4 628 568 17.9

34.0 54.2 567 18.4

35.9 643.1 56,4 189
359 629 566 189
336 61,5 559 173
350 622 565 173
351 #1.5 365 17.3
33z 464 556 172

349 621 565 153

1.6
12.2

12.2
12.3

n.z

12.3

12.2
12.2
13.2
13.3
13.3
14.4
13.5

BODY SPECIFICATIONS

MAXIMUM OVER-ALL DIMENSIONS 56-27 56-28
Length with Bumpers
(Except Station Wagon). ... .. . ... 205.6 212.6
Length less Bumpers
(Except Station Wagon). ... ... . g N 195.8 202.8
Width (Including Bumpers or Moldings}. ... .. 75.1 75.1
Height (with Passengers—4-Door Sedan) ..., 60.5 60.5
Height (with Passengers—Conv. Coupe). .. .. MNone 59.0
Height (with Possengers— Catalina Coupe). . . 59.1 591
Height {with Passengers—Cataling Sedan). 59.0 59.0
LAMPS
Lemp Maker. .. . .. ... Guide Guide
Headlamp Sealed Beam (40 50 Wctf) .. Yes Yes
Direction Signal . . .. .. ... ... . Yes Yes
Parking Light Location . . . a2 - In Bumper Assembly
Location Tail and Stop nghts gl s . In Rear Fenders
Location License Light lexcept Station deon) In Rear Bumper
Cross Bar
Location License Light (Station Wagon). .. . In Rear None
Bumper
Guards
Parking Light Bulb . ... ... .. .. ... .. suw  PET 167
License Light Bulb . TR e g H67 #67
Tail and Step Light Butb. ... . ...... .. .. .. . #1034 #1034
Dome Light Bulb . . .. .. . . ... #1004 #1004
Dome Light Bulb (Converhble? .. ... .. . MNone #90
Rear Quarter Light Bulb (Star Chief Cotaling). Mone #90
Instrument Light Buib. . . . .. . . H57 #57
Headlamp Beam Indicator Bulb R #53 #53
[gnition Lock Light Bulb, . . .. Firss sl ; #53 #53
Courtesy Lamp Bulb (Std. on Conv., 870 and
Star Chief Cetalinas, and Sc:fm‘i) ........ /89 189
TOOLS
Bumper Jack . .. e i wil Sl Yes Yes
Wheal Wrench and Jack Handle. ... . . Yes Yes

ey,
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BODY ITEMS

Key-operoted Outside Door Locks—Both Front
Doors, . ..
Push Button Insu:'e Dcor Locks
All Deors May Be Locked From !nsude und Out-
side Without Key
Push Button Type Qutside Door Relecse
Swing Type Inside Door Releases.
Crank-operated Front Ventipanes. .
Free-wheeling Inside Rear Door Locks
Self-locking Trunk Lock.
Trunk Lid Counferbulcmf‘ed
Dome Lamp With Integral Switch (except COI‘II
Coupe and Star Chief Cataling Models)
Interior Lamp Switch
On Left Rear Door Hinge Pillar—4-Door Star
Chief Catalina.
Below Left Rear Arm Rest—? Door StGr Chief
Cotaling. . ...
On Left Folding Top Trlm Panel—Convertible
Interior Light Comes on When Either Front
Door is Opened . . . ..
Interior Light Comes on When Either Rear
Door is Opened . .
Glove Compartment Door Lock. . .
Ash Tray Built Into Instrument Panel SR
Ash Tray in Rear Compariment (except 2-Door
Station Wagons), .
Arm Rests—Front Doors s s
Arm Rests—Rear (Except 860 & 870 Stahon
Wagons).
Coat Hcoks—(excep? Convemble Coupe)
Robe Cord on 4-Door Star Chief Sedan .
Front Floor Mat—Rubber Compound
{except Star Chief 2 & 4 Door Catalinas and
Safari Models) :
Front Floor Mat—Woven Carpet in all Star
Chief 2 & 4 Door Catalinas and Safari Models
Rear Floor Mat—Rubber Compound
(except Star Chief 2 & 4 Door Catalinas and
Safari Models)
Rear Floor Mat—Woven Carpet—Siar ChlPF
2 & 4 Door Catalinas & Safari Models.
Zigzag Spring Construction—All Seats (except
3rd Seat on 3-Sect Station Wagon). .

PontiacSafari.com

56-27

Yeas
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

None

Mone
None

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
None

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

56-28

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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860 STATION WAGON _Three-Seat—Four-Door

This body model will be furnished on the 56-27 chassis,

Specifications are the same os tabulated for those models,
except as noted below:

Maximum Allowable Weight—9 Passengers or Driver and
Over-dll Length—Tail Gate Open.
Over-all Length—Tail Gate Closed. . . . .
Over-all Height—Locaded ;o
Number of Passengers—Including Driver
Humber of Seats. A S S T SRR S A B U R
Rear Seat Backrest Support cmd becond Seat Fold Flush
With Floor to Accommodate Lluggage. .. ... .. ..., ..
Loading Space Back of Front Seat—Rear Seats Folded:
Length— At Floor—Front Seat Forward Position—
Tail GateiClased:: . i coimi o4 vn 5w o8 S s fa
Length—At Belt Line—Front Seat Forward Position—
TaH GareiCIosEd. - o = cunsy 35 3o o0 SosEd L) 64 6
Area at Floor Level in Square Feer—Tml Gcﬁe Closed .
Width Above Wheelhouse .. . .
Width Inside Whesthouse, . ... ... ... .. ... .........
Ceiling Height at Center Line of Car (Back of Front Seat)
Loading Space Back of Intermediate Seat—Rear Seat Folded
Length at Floor. . ... .. .

length et Belt Line . . ... .. ... ... .. ... ..........
Area at Floor Level in Square Feet—Tail Gate Closed . .
Width Above Wheel House
Width Inside Wheelhouse . . . .. . ... ... ... ... ..

Ceiling Height at Center Line of Car ot Rear Axle Line, .
Mumber Doors

Window Regulators on c:ll Doms ..................

Front Windows Equipped with Crcmk operafed Ventipanes
Arm Rests on Front Doors.

Rear Quarter Windows Equipped with Friction-controlled
VEETHTPGNEE & o os snvm e o0 i S S0 590 %2 o 0% o iod S 5
Lift Gate May be Swung Open and Held in Two Open Positions
Tail Gate Opened Adds to Length of Floor. ... ... ... ..
Tail Gate Opened Adds to Area— At Floor-level Square Feet
Height Loading Space Opening—Tail Gate and Back
Window Open. .. ... . ... ... .. ..
Width Loading Space Opening—Tail Gate and Back
Window Open—At Belt Line. . ... ... .. .. .........
Coated Fabric Inside Door Panels and Inside Rear Quarter
Panels Above Wheelhouse. .. ... .. ... . .. ... ... ....
Rear Floor Mat Between Front and Intermediate Seat—
RubBar Compolndl. - cowmn s w s sae o5 55 vemEn of 51 96
Floor Covering in Loading Space —Linoleum. .. .. .... ...
SpareTire Enclosed in Compartment Under Rear Floor of Body .

56-27

. 10504
L2171

75.5
32.5
56.5
46.4
37.6

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
21.4
6.5

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
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460 STATION WAGON_Three-Seat—Four-Door—Cont.

Tire Size—7.60" x 15"—4-Ply . ..
Tire Inflation Pressure Cold—Front and Rear
Heavy-duty Chassis Springs—Front and Rear
Special 16-gallon Gasoline Tank.
License Lamp in Rear Bumper Guards

860 STATION WAGON _Two-Seat—Two-Door

This body model will be furnished on the 56-27 chassis.
Applicable specifications are the same as for the 860—
Three-Seat Four-Door Station Wagon except as noted below:

Number of Doors.
Number of Seats {Second Sﬂcﬂ Foldmg)
Tilt-in Divided Front Seat Backs Provide for Access to Second
Seat.
Crank- operuted Wmdow:. in Reor Compartmen'l
Number of Passengers—Including Driver. s 53
Loading Space Back of Front Seat—Front Seat in Forward
Position and Rear Seat Folded:
Length— At Floor—Tail Gate Closed.
Length— At Belt Line—Tuail Gate Closed.
Area at Floor Level in Square Feet—Tail Gu’fe Closed
Loading Space Back of f Upright Rear Seat:
Length— At Floor—Tail Gate Closed.
Length at Belt Line—Tail Gaie Closed ..............
Area at Floor Level in Square Feet—Tail Gate Closed
Special 17-gallon Gasoline Tank. .. ..

Yes
Yes

89.2
75.5
32.5

47 .4
358
15.5

Yes

870 STATION WAGON _Two-Seat—Four-Door

This body model will be furnished on the 56-27 chassis.
Applicable specifications are the same as for the 840 Station
Wagon—Three-Seat Four-Door except as noted below:

De Luxe Reveal Molding . . .
Number of Seats (Secnnd Seat Foldmg}
De luxe Steering Wheel . . ... :
Loading Space Back of Front Seut-—Fronl Seur in Forwurd
Position and Rear Seat Folded:
Length— At Floor—Tail Gate Closed ... ...
Length—At Belt Line—Tail Gate Closed .
Area at Floor Level in Square Feet—Tail Gate Closed
Loading Space Back of Upright Rear Seat:
Length—At Floor—Tail Gate Closed . .
Length—At Belt Line—Tail Gate Closed
Area at Fioor Level in Square Feet—Tail Gote Closed
Number of Passengers—Including Driver. ... ...
Special 17-gallen Gasoline Tank
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Yes

Yes
89.2
75.5
32.5
47.4
35.8
15.5

Yes

SAFARI STATION WAGON —Two-Seat—Two-Door

56-27
This body model will be furnished on the 56-27 chassis.
Applicable specifications are the same as for the 860
Station Wagon—Two-Seat Twa-Door except as noted below:
Four-Barrel Carburetor. .. ... ... .. .. . .. ... ... . Yes
Chrome Lower Rear Fender Moldings. ... .. ... .... Yes
28 Series Side and Upper Rear Fender Moldings. . . . - Yes
Rear Fender Ornament, Tail and Back-up Lamps same os
Star Chief & 870 Sedons and Coupas. .. .. . ... .. Yes
Blectric Clock. . ..... ... .. ... . Yes
Courtesy Lamps in Front Compmrment .... Y;s
De Luxe Steering Wheel. ‘ Yes
Carpet Floor Covering in Pcssenc'er and Loc:dmg Space Yes
Arm Rests in Rear Compartment ... .. ... .. . Yes
Four Chrome Moldings on Loading Space Floor and Tcal Gc:fe Yes
Rear Seat Side Windows Slide Open . . i+ s Yes
Over-all Length—Toil Gate Open. . s 220.1
Over-all Llength—Toil Gate Closed. .. ... .. 206‘7
Over-all Length—Loaded. ... ... oo coown oo v ve oe 59‘6
Loading Space Back of Flont Sear—Front Sect in Forward -
Position and Rear Seat Folded:
Length—At Floor—Tail Gate Closed ., . .. . 87.9
Length—At Belt Line—Tail Gate Closed . . ... ... . .. 68.4
Area at Floor Level in Square Feet—Tail Gate Closed 32.1
Width Above Wheelhouse . .| . 54.5
Ceiling Height at Center Line of Cur at Reur Axle !.lne 34.5
Loading Space Bock of Upright Rear Seat: ‘
Length—At Floor—Tail Gate Closed ... .. ... ... .. .. 46.1
Length—At Belt Line—Tail Gate Closed . . ... ... n 28.6
Area at Floor Level in Square Feet—Tail Gate Closed 15.0
Tail Gote Opened Adds to Length of Floor 26‘5
Tail Gate Opened Adds to Area at Floor Level— '
Square Feet. T M e e e 7.6
HeightLoading Space Openmg—TmI cmd Llﬂ' Gates Open. . 28.0
Width Loading Space Opening (Mean} . 41.8
Tire Inflation Pressure Cold—Front and Reor 24 [;s.i
TAXICAB
Toxicabs will be built with the 8460 54-27 Model 4-Door
Sedan body only. Below are the exceptions to the standard
car specifications:
Heavy-duty Chassis Springs—Front and Rear. .. 5. - Yes
Heavy-duty Shock Absorbers—Front and Rear......... Yes
Heavy-duty Seat Cushion Springs—Front and Rear. . Yes
Foam Rubber Seat Cushion Pods—Front and Rear. . Yes
Heavy-duty Rubber Floor Mats—Front and Rear. , . Yes
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STRATO-STREAK V-8 - - ENGINE
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Pontiuc's V-8 engine, product ol the enginecring and pro-
ductive skill of scores of specialists, has, since ils introdue-
tion with the 1933 model, stood the acid test of commercial
use. Mounting demand and thousands of satisfied owners
verify the considered opinion of its designers that here, indeed,

— - was ., ..oand is . ..oan engine that would provide the prac-
| tical ultimate in economy, power, performance and durability.
MORE POWERFUL - - Preproved in over 3, 500,000 test miles for 1953, that same
figure might well be 4 billion if average customer mileage
— - with a vear’s production were projected.
L d  Many ol the ontstanding features of the engine used in the

THAN EVER BEFORE!
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PONTIAC

WITH
227 HORSEPOWER! - ]

1955 model have been mmu} aver for 1956, not onlyv he-
cause they have proven satisfactory, bul becanse al this time

[ 7] they are the latest and most up-to-date features available for
b A an engine such as the Strato-Streak V-8. However, in keeping
' with @ policy of constant improvement wherever puossible,
=y o and in order “to provide more and betler things for more

people,” related development work on this engine has con-
tinued. This work has culminated in provision of a bigger,
more powerful. more durable, better performing and more
easily serviced engine. In addition, for added distinetion, a
four-barrel  carburetor is now standard equipment on the
Star Chief series which provides, in substance . . . two
standard engines in the Pontiae line. Other engine changes,
too mmerous to mention here, will be found as vou read
over the following pages. And when you do, voull sce even
Maore reasons Wh\ the Pontiae Strato-Streak V-8 engine for
1956 has more to offer the Pontiae owners of America.
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HERE'S WHY PONTIAC’S

Strato-Streak V-8
Engm@

IS THE FINEST EVER BUILT!

1. Pontiac’s Strato-Streak V-8 is inherently lighter! This
results in better steering, balance, performance and
handling.

2. Pontiac’s V-8 engine is ideally suited for favorable com-
bustion ch.‘lmhm design! Because it is so designed, you
get a higher compression ratio, which results in more
power from the fuel,

3. Stiato-Streak is stronger and exceptionally quiet. The
new engine is more rigid and can withstand greater
explosion pressures! This rigidity makes for outstanding
quietness.

TR | R

Pl

4. V-8 engine design requires less engine compartment
space. This leature permits the .ulnptlr)n of the lutest
body style trends.

3. The new Strato-Streak is more powerful than ever he-
fore! Greater driving safety and performance can now
be obtained through this added horsepower to give every
driver a “power reserve” [or emergency.

These are just a few of the many .1dvanm£r,cs offered by the
new Pontiace Strato-Streak V-8 engine lor 1956. Basically,
it is the same engine that was tested for over 3,500,000 test
miles belore it was put into the 1955 model and, with the
millions of miles driven by proud owners of the 1955 Pon-

tiae, the Strato-Streak engine has more than proven itself

to be one of the world’s finest, most efficient V-8 engines.
As you proceed in this section, you will see many new im-
provements that have been made, svhich make this V-8 even
hetter for 1956.
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PONTIAC'S
horsepower
ano forque

PROVE THE STRATO-STREAK
V-3 ENGINE TO BE ONE OF THE FINEST

In order to provide outstanding driving performance and
safety, horsepower and torque must work well together, In
a mamer of speaking, you might say that torque is the
“twist” that takes you away from a stop to a safe speed
¢quickly and surely. Relatedly, horsepower is associated with
time and increases with engine speed up to maximum and,
therefore, is important to over-all performance. All of these
aspects were taken into consideration when Pontiac’s engi-
neers perfected the Pontiac Strato-Streak V-8 engine.

As you know, piston displacement determines comparative
size of any engine and is of fundamental significance in de-
termining performance. Nothing can substitute for engine
size when it comes to power oulput in traffic speeds. This
is true because of its direct relationship to torque output
and is corroborated by the fact that the larger the car, the
greater the engine displacement. Large displacement means
added get-up-and-go from the stop light; it means ¢(uick
getaway when passing; it means power when you need it.

Pontiac’s new Strato-Streak V-8 engine now has an increased
l|}='.s'l‘m| displacement of 316.6 cubic inches . .
l;u'gesl in ils price range. Al n-gulm' cruising speeds this
engine is using only a smadl part of its available power,
which leaves a substantial increment for acceleration and
acded munenverability. These are very important safety
and economy advantages. ’ ’

. one of the

So you see, because of its higher compression ratio (8.9:1
standard with Hydra-Mutic and Synchromesh transmissions)
and greater piston displacement. the Strato-Streak V-8 offers
even more all-around driving pleasure than ever before,

STAR CHIEF MODELS

WITH 8.9:1 COMPRESSION RATIO & HYDRA-MATIC
TRANSMISSION

Maximum horsepower (premium fuel) 227 @ 4800 rpm
Maximum torque

{premium fuell 312 Ib. ft. @ 3000 rpm

860 & 870 MODELS

WITH 8.9:1 COMPRESSION RATIO & HYDRA-MATIC
TRANSMISSION

Maximum horsepower
(premium fuel) 202 (@ 4600 rpm

294 @ 2600 rpm

Maximum torque (premium fuell
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QUAD-GALLERY
LUBRICATION SYSTEM

With the advent of the new and more powerful V-8 engine
in 19553, Pontiac’s engineers decided that a new Inbrication
svstem would be needed because of the increased horse-
power and engine torque. Then, ioo, there were the ]1)’(Il‘uulli('
villve lifters and  valve mechanisms that wounld also need
lubricating, Alter much exploration in the field of engine
lubrication, they developed what is considered the finest
lubrication system vet devised.

Oil is delivered by a
type pump mounted on the right rear bottom
of the eylinder block taking oil from a Hoating lype oil intake,
which means onlv the eleanest oil s drawn into the pump.

Here is how this new system works,
helical gear

.PontiacSafari.com
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From the pump, oil is directed throngh a [ull-flow filter
(accessory) and then to two parallel galleries, traveling from
vear to front in the left-hand gallery and rearward in the
right-hund gallery, Oil is also divected to a gallery in each
eylinder head—thus, four galleries in all,

Embodying the best engineering principles, the Strato-Streak
V-8 features o positive. guad-gallery pressure system, exclu-
sive with Pontine, which delivers oil under pressure through
the galleries to the erankshalt, connecting rod, camshalt
!)mnngs and valve-actuating mechanism. Timing chain and
sprockets receive metered-jet lubricalion, while piston pins
and  bushings are splash lubricated. Cylinder walls are
metered-jet Tubricated along with normal splash fmm crank-
shaft; oil travels through a hole in the eylinder block to
lubricate the distributor, 'uel pump eccentric and arm are
lubricated by a high-velocity jet.

Here are o lew ol the many advantages of Pontiac’s quad-
cailery lubrication system:

Lo Through the system. no external oil Tines, which are apt
to break, are used.

2o Crankshaft sealing is positive, which prevents oil loss.

4 Oil pan design minimizes splashing and foaming, which
permits complete ©il supply even on fast turns or
acceleration.

Lo An oil pan ballle prevents oil in the pump from being
thrown against the crankshaft, which reduces aeration.

. Oil can be added by cither of the two breather caps.

. Accurate means of measuring oil Tevel,
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FLOATING OIL INTAKE

PUMP AND FULL-FLOW FILTER

A floating tvpe oil intake is utilized in the Pontiac Strato-
Streak V-8 engine, which means the cleanest oil in the pan
is fed into the system. Oil entering the intake passes through
a sereen and is drawn into the pump. Should the intake
screen become clogged, an incorporated safety feature allows
the oil to bypass the screen and enter through a central
hole. From the intake. oil is driven by a helical gear type
pump operated by the distributor drive shalt. Oil pressure
is controlled by a regulator valve. From the pump, oil enters
a full-flow flter (accessory) which removes dirt and foreign
particles. A bypass valve is provided should flow through
the filter for any reason become restricted.

e T B

1

Oil is fed to the hydranlic valve lilters through the galleries
in the evlinder block. Simultaneonsly. oil under pr(—l‘ssm't‘ is
lorced from a hole in the posh rod seat up through the
hollow push rod. This provides lubrication at both ends of
the push rod, the high-pressure arveas, where  complete
lnbrication s of greal importance, Oil from eylinder head
gallevies flows up through holes drilled in each rocker arm
ball stud and out through a hole; this. coupled with grooves
in the tap of the Dail, Tubricates the rocker . Oil fowing
over the rocker arm lnbricates the contael area bebhween e
rocker arm and the

valve stenn.

‘w 2




TIMING CHAIN AND
SPROCKET LUBRICATION

Lubrication of the timing chain and sprocket are of utmost
importance Lo guoard agumt wear. This is very capably
handled by two holes drilled in the front of the camshalflt.
One hole, drilled laterally, feeds oil to the other, drilled
longitudinally, which in turn feeds oil intermittently under
pressure through a groove in the cylinder block k and cam-
shalt thrust pl.tlc licle snto. the timing chain and sprocket.
Similarly. the fuel pump eccentric is alsn lubricated by oil
from the hole in the thrust plate.

112
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CYLINDER BORE
LUBRICATION

Here's another example of Pontiae thoroughness! Even though
evlinder walls are lobricated by the splash from the crank-
shaft, a metered-jet syslem iy also employed to Turther in-
crease  performuance and Tile. By grooving connecting rod
caps, oil meters out throngh simall up"n-nm. to stream over
the evlinder walls. And hecanse of ample oil in cach evlinder,
])Nrm pins receive required lnbrication.
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{DEAL-FLOW PRESSURE-SUCTION
CRANKCASE VENTILATION

One ol the problems to be faced in the use of jnteri'_m] com-
bustion engines is water vapor, Th_i.s' water vapor is a 1_)_\’-
product of the burning gas and is [uqu at the surprising
rate of slightly over a gallon of water for every gu]lon of
ausoline, Ifor the most part, this water vapor is carried away
in the exhaust system, but some ol it remains and leaks down
into the crankease where it could freeze in cold §ve:1thc‘r.
But an even greater danger than freezing 1s t.he Ih\ct that
when the gas burns in the eylinders sulphur dioxide is fm'me.d
and when combined swith the water vapor the result is
sulphurons acid a deadly enemy of steel and highly
machined parts.

In order to prevent such damage to the engine, Pcmtin‘c
engincers developed the first pressure-suction system. This
is the system whereby air is forced into the engine through
an opening just to the rear of the fan. circulated through
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the engine and literally sucked ont an exhaust tube. For the
Strato-Streak V-8, Pontiace de-w.'l()pt‘{] i cmnplvtu?y new
crankease ventilution system.

Here's how it works: Twao air inlel eaps, instead of the usual
ane seen on other competitive makes, are nsed, one on each
side of the engine (also serve as oil filler caps). These caps
admit air throngh filters and direct the air into the space
between Lhe eylinder heads and valve covers for complete
valve chamber ventilation, At the front and rear of each
evliinder head is o cast opening which permits the entry of
ventilating air into the crankease. As the air is forced into
the erankshaft avea, it is divected in a path wnder pistons
#1, #2. #7 and #8 and then toward the middle of the
engine where it is exhausted through an opening in a posi-
tively sealed center baffle, into an oil settling chamber and
then out throngh a tube at the right side of the engine
to exhaust under the car. Cast fins in the center of the
cylinder block also serve to precipilate any particles of oil.

7 MAIN ADVANTAGES OF THIS SYSTEM:

I. Forced, filtered ventilation through two air inlet caps in
direct line with engine fan blast nsures ample air indue-
Hon cven c‘]m'ing engine idle.

Lo

Complete and thorough ventilation of the rocker arm
chambers and redueed corrosion of the cover,

3. Air admitted to crankease at four main points.

4. By unique baflling, every corver of the criankease is

ventiluted, including the timing chain cover.

5. Cast fins and oil settling chamber prevent oil vapor [rom
eseaping.
6. Suetion type rear air ountlet exhansts all vapors and

fumes under the car.

7. Bent tip lan—driven slower than engine—to provide opti-

mum ellectiveness with minimum noise.




REVERSE-FLOW,
GUSHER-VALVE ENGINE COOLING

Sinee thorough, dependable engine cooling is of the utmost
importance, Pontiac engineers worked _and planned many.
many months to perfect the most efficient and dependable
cooling system possible. As a result, we have til(* finest
cooling system ever devised. This systen), ca}lled. 1‘eveé's"_c:
flow, gusher-valve cooling”, has proven itsell (]l'lul'll‘]g 1955
and therefore is being used again in the new 1956 moglv]s.
Here, briefly, is how the system works: Water is drawn from
the radiator by a centrifugal type, pu]ley—dljiven pump whose
double row of ball bearings is lubricated for Iil_e. A beun'ws
type water seal is employed to protect its rotating precision

1

parts from rusting and corroding. A particular feature of this
seal is its ability to withstand pressure rises in the coolant
svstem without blowoff. (Servicemen will like the fact that
no adjustment of thé water pump is necessary and servicing
is very simple. )

Water, driven by the pump, is sent through outlets to the
front of each eylinder head. Entering the c'yimdur.h rads,
water is carried ihrough brass distributing tubes (one in cach
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head) which have openings that diveet eoolant, in jet fashion,
onto exhaust valve seats and valve guides for optimum valve
cooling (sce illustration). Coolant is supplied to the cylinder
block through cast and drilled openings between the heads
and the water jackets of the cvlinder. The amount of water
fed into the block is controlled by small apenings which
connect to the pump inlet. A portion of the waler is recir-
culated at all times. Water which does not feed into the
block is fed to the water outlet through channels provided in
the intake manifold. When the thermostat is open, water
flows into the radiator, Pressure in the cooling system is main-
tained at approximately 7 pounds per square inch (12 to 15
psi wilth Air Conditioning) by means of a pressure radintor
cap.

Now, you see how Pontiac’s reverse-flow, gusher-valve cool-
ing system works . . . let’s look at a few of its many advan-
liuges:

Embodying a feature that no other V-§ engine can
boast, the Pontiace system delivers water (]irec-l]y to
tubes in the eylinder heads which means the coolest
water is played upon the hottest part of the engine
at high velocity, namely, the exhaust valve seats.

-+ Sludging of engine oil is minimized since highest-
temperature water is retained in the eylinder block,
partienlarly during warm-up, and eondensation on
the eylinder bores is thereby reduced.

Because of its reverse-How feature, Pontiac’s system
delivers the coolest water Lo the eylinder head where
it picks up heat and a portion then travels to the
cylinder block. Thus, ne cool water is thrown around
the cylinder bores and evlinder distortion, which
might otherwise oceur, is prevented.

- Becanse of the unique casting method used, “fin
restriction to water flow is prevented.

- Full-length water jackets and water all around valves,
valve seats and eylinder hores provide for optimnm
cooling,
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Here, in this phase of engine operation, you will find some
i of the reasons why the new Pontine Strato-Streak is one of
the most highly developed, most efficient and dependable
. V-8's in the industry. With the advent of the 1955 Strato-Streak ’
r 1 and nsing the vast facilities available, Pontiac’s engineers sel
L J  to wark and developed an entirely new idea . . . a valve
train with a ball pivol. This, in conjunetion with new hydraulie
_ valve lifters, tubular steel push rods, tapered integral valve
- guides and dual valve springs, gives prool to the facl that
[ 4 Pontiac’s valve system and actuating mechanism are truly
what is believed to be the finest devised. And highly advan-
tageous for day-to-day operation and simplified servicing,
T 71 too, is the new Pontiae system, becuause fewer parts are used
[ and outstanding chrability results. Briefly, herc is the valve
= brain eyele: The camshalt actuales the hydraulic valve lifters;
hyvdraulic valve lifters move the push rods up and actuate
r 1 the ball-pivoted rocker arms which in turn push down on the
valve stems, opening the valve ports. As the cumshalt re-
GUSHER VALVE GCOOLING = - volves, the v:ahlm ﬂ'a?(mgh valve ]IEHGTS, push rods and rocker
arms open and close allowing the fuel charge to enter, burn
Water from the pump enters the eylinder heads ;111(!‘11115[5{’5‘ r 7 a_nd exhaust, Naturally, the above explanation is greatly sim]}.li-
through brass tubes. At the hott.oms of the two bl]'.is:.\ tl} t)l"x L {1(—*«:]; i r.hm':mgh story on all phases of operation follows with :
are openings which direcl a jet-like flow of the coo (.H.t wil f‘!] e
from the radiator onto the exhaust "h‘l.lv? seats zm(.l ”.]t.eg.l.ﬁ _
valve guides. By this method valve life is greatly increased, ] !
engine operalion meusurahbly enhanced, L i
11e :
WATER CIRCULATES IN HEAD :I '
AND SURROUNDS CYLINDERS = ?

As vou will notice in the ad-
juin"ing drawing, llmmugh
water cireulation is  main-
tained in  eylinder heads.
Full-length water jackets and
water around each and every
evlinder provide maximum
cooling efficiency.
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NEW HYDRAULIC VALVE LIFTERS
AND
HOLLOW STEEL PUSH RODS

Hydraulic valve lifters of new design to !1(;]1&1:(5::{1?:51:::
and valve train serviceability, but t.'mb()(ltm'[__‘- 1“ .()]th}d -
i 1 f operation as those used in 19535, are “‘?1 L,
= Ei:SQPG P(Enti'm Strato-Streak V-8. Inherently, hydraulic valy
ltil;fcr.'; Cl’nwe many advantages. With t}mn' 1{sl;r;‘,l (}:(])ng;?t\sf\:)o
fact is maintained between the pu.sh. l(r)( 51].]‘:‘1[]1 e
lifters, thereby insuring ac_culrute. tnm;zg_t'i ).a e s
increased valve life and ehm['natmn of lL e
lifter adjustments. The valve hﬂ.:;-:r bodies are ade: P
tl e?tod ]C‘ISt iron and fit into lifter holes in the c; all.:)rc s
- : . ‘ . 3 P ~).‘ o

1"\ steel, cyanide-harde.ned 'plunge.r. l}ivﬁlg I?fn‘?:- ;m(]v,
push rod and an oil reservoir, fits inside the 3
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Here's the way they work: Oil, under pressure, is fed into
the valve lifter reservoir through ports in the side of the

lifter body. When the engine of the car is cool, the valves
are reduced in length, and clearance between the lifter and
push rod becomes apparent, As this occurs, the spring be-
tween the phinger and the lifter body pushes the plunger
up. A check ball is unseated and the space in the lower cham-
ber Jett Ly the ascension of the plunger is filled with oil pass-
ing down [rom the reservoir, throngh a hele in the plunger.
Thus, a solid column of support is provided. This means the
lifter g kept in constant contact with the push rod. Now, as
the engine warms up, the valves become longer and in doing
so are applying pressure to the plunger. Since the oil in the
lower chamber cannot escape up through the hole in the
plunger (the check ball closes the port), it releases pressure
by controlled oil leakage between the plunger and the lifter
body. By doing this, the plunger drops lower into the lifter body
and compensates for the expansion of the valves,

As you can see by the fox‘egufng information, both ends of
the push rod are thoronghly Tubricated. O, under pressure,
senl into the valve lifter is also foreed up through the hollow
steel push rod and lubricates the point where the push rod
top meels the lmﬂpi\ml rocker arm.
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BALL-PIVOT ROCKER ARMS

L of sound and pro-

arms are a produc _ o
N ‘ : Pontiac especially

The ball-pivot rocker .
ductive thinking :111(5\)\;;::. d'[“l(')[}‘]]:.lv .{:-(. oniine S
: i streak V-5 engine. woare yanidc- .
for the Strato-Streak V-2 g G el i
: : toe] and are mounted .
ardened, stamped steel ¢ ¢ il ¥ Ll
'Ilm'!ltdr; by lll)“x)]\\-' studs  (this permits ]Hl)ll(.}ll();l Ef.l]] =
il goe lubrication section fFor cxplnnatmu\. ‘U)leinu
s Gl - S :
seker arm arrangement notably minimizes valve {
TOCKE H { i ; : ) : !
ralve stem wear and is exceptionally 'dm. E
smatic wear compensation .
Jve-lifter operation.

assembly
ble, easy ko services
1 t and 8 pr@cisvly ad-
rovides aute
provides ir cotiy
Hasted to insure most efficient va

J

: i | ] ALUMINUM TREATED INTAKE & EXHAUST VALVES

Having proved (o be quite satistactory in 1953, Ponline
again in 1956 utilizes forged and heat-treated valves . . .
machined and carefully littedd to close production tolerances.
[ntake valves ure made of aluminized, durable alloy steel,
while exhanst valves are made from heat-resistant, long-lasting,
high chromium-nickel alloy steel that also has been alumi-
nized to inerease valve life. Dual valve springs are used lo
guarantee long spring life and to obtain proper valve motion
under all operation conditions.

TAPERED VALVE GUIDES

Tapered valve stem guides, long «
“Pontiac First™, are again being used
in 1956, but are now cast integral
with the eylinder head. This “taper”
feature allows maximum clearance
between the valve and stem at the
head end to provide [or expansion
caused by heat from engine opera-
tion. Resultant  advantages:  valve
sticking minimized, oil leakage down
the valve stem and into combustion
chamber is greatly reduced. This [act is particulady important
in overhewd valve engines. Also of major importance, proper
valve seating is assured, which adds to valve Tife.
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COMPLETELY MACHINED & d
it should be noted, too. that Pontiac’s valves are large, which
. . G v S
™ = permits casier engine breathing, Also, 30° intake valve seats—
Cylinder head with correct combustion chamber shape and b __} long “{“‘-‘l l’_}"P”m““-"""‘“""“'O"‘l”“-‘f'd to give ”“‘x""“-_”“ air
1“_'01)(31' location of the spark phug is of utmost impm'l;in(-e tE How with minimum valve lift, consistent with best engine ef-
the efficiency and economy ol any engine. Therefore, this as- _ ficiency. Large passages leading to cach valve are cast in the

head to insure free flow of intake and exhaust gases.

pect has been the subject of exhaustive research resulting in
the development of a design which gives exceptionally high
gasoline economy and power without knock, even with the
new high 8.9:1 compression ratio.

the outer edge of the cylinder bore and its major volume —
offset outwardly from the center line of the piston, is used.
This is completely machined to insure accurate volume con- =
trol and uniform size for all cylinders. Added engine smooth-

A wedge-shaped chamber, having its greatest height near }

ness is thereby obtained, since explosion pressures on the L
power stroke will be virtually the same on all eylinders. Spark
plug location is near the intake valve, a location selected to -
pl‘uvidc precise ignition, maximum power and to permit ade-
quate plug cooling. -

-

For smooth combustion the igniting gases must burn at a

uniform rate. In high-cumprcssim1 engines this requires par- —
ticular attention since the extremely high pressures will re-
sult in premature explosion of a portion of the charge unless =
measures are taken to prevent it. For this reason, a quench
area which covers approximately 35% of the piston head is -
incorporated in Pontinc’s design. This 35/1000” depth area
is occupied by the — !
last gases to  burn, |
: and the cooling effect pa il |
. - “‘ of closely adjacent ] I
L i T metal prevents pre- — E |
mature ignition or de-
i L(mali()ng\\-‘jth its re- - -I FUEL DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM \i
: ;::)]:;211 1{1(:;](: 3:;;.;_1_ L o .‘“\II(.)H}('I’ m.!lslu.i‘ldlingv I‘E:m.lrclnf _'this (l_\f:];l]l)i{"lw\\f Strato- :
ing temperatures and S_ircuk.m]g:m' is ]lH fuel dlstn?but'mn éi)istom. V\fzth the adop-
I'I'I(L:Tc‘nscd ] - = .h(_m_ (.)[' ll.w .{'nmpit'l(‘.]y new V-8 in 1955, (‘r.‘,riu'm advantages \
SFrBaREE &0 (’]}gi]][’ E m i'll(’! flthTIbllll[”} \’\'{’l'(j‘ S00n {ll)p'ﬂl'ﬂnl', lllld 't]'llﬁ new S_V.‘Sl‘i‘lﬂ ‘
parts. This, together o J has ‘pr(?vcd tru be one of the finest ever developed by Pontiac |
with the S\\,'irlinrr tur- enginecrs. Now let us take each unit in the system and cover
bulence it indu('gs. re- = - It thoronghly. |
sults in smoaoth, even, ‘[ i
complete combustion. - ‘ i
y |
124 HI 125

.PontiacSafari.com




126

Because of its location (front
left-hand side of the engine and
at maximum distance from ex-
haust pipe), the fuel pump re-
ceives cooling blasts from the
fan, which prevents vapor lock
—an aspeet further avoided by
eliminating the settling  cham-
Ler. Other features of its loca-
tion are that driving forees on
the actuating arm are Tess than
would otherwise occur, thus pro-
viding longer pump life, and
“Lif” from the fuel tank is at a
minimum. All fuel entering the il
pump is sereened. A vacuum booster, except on Gitrs with
the accessory windshield wiper, is Pmployvd to insure de-
pendable and consistent windshield wiper action.

NEW FUEL FILTER

(anp](—'l(‘ly new for
1956, the [ucl filter is
now located in the fuel
tank. Offering a greatly
increased filtering area,
the new doubleswrap
plastic filter is less sensi-
tive to clogging and re-
advantage of this new filter is

(uires no cleaninig. Another . o
that. beeause of its location, it need not be disturbed in the
event that the carburetor needs servicing, as was necessary

with the lter used on the 1955 models.

OIL-BATH AIR CLEANER (ACCESSORY)

Ajr, as il enters the heavy-duty, pil-bath air cleaner, passes
down and impinges off the oil bath w]m'h.sm'\."(,‘s: to L"()”C‘(:‘il
dirt particles, which, by abrupt Cl]‘.’l]lgt‘ in cllroc-tm;.hj :‘11.¢‘
precipitated out of the air stream. [rom  there, lu\ tvl-ﬁ]
passes through a fibrous filter and then down a centra
tube to the carburetor.
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NEW TWO-BARREL CARBURETOR

Because of the larger engine in the 1956 models, the two-
barrel carburetor used as standard on 860 and 870 models
in 1955 was reappraised and modified. Larger venturi are
provided, and the throttle lever has been changed to im-
prove accelerator linkage operation, OF the side bowl type,
the now carburetor is short and compact, and includes an
automatic choke whose operation is assisted by a ballled
stove in the intake manifold and an automatic throttle opener
to provide higher initial idle speed and a vacuum control of
the fuel mixture to insure quick. lag-free acceleration.

BALANCED-INTAKE MANIFOLD

Distribution of fuel and air mixture from the carburetor to
the evlinders greatly aflects the efficiency of each individual
eylinder, Should certain cylinders receive more of the mixture
and  others receive less,  entire engine performance is
greatly deterred. In order to regulate this sitnation, Pontiac
engineers developed a balanced-intake manifold. Ifuel pas-
sages are short and practically equal in length, are extra
large and have generously rounded turns lo reduce surface
Iriction. This makes a highly efficient distribution system.
To [acilitate a better
distribution of wet fuel,
a fuel distributor has
h(‘{.’“ cast i]‘l the IO\VEI'
Leader floor directly be-
neath and fore and aft
of the risers leading to
the carburetor. When the
engine is cold, a tem-
perature-sensilive heat
control valve causes all
exhaust gases in the right-hand manifold to stream through
this stove for maximum heating, This insures quick engine
“warm-up”. When the engine reaches operating tempera-
ture, the valve opens allowing the exhaust gases to escape
out both the right and left manifolds. Sufficient “surge”
gases remain to mainlain a desired preheat condition.

R
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NEW FOUR-BARREL CARBURETOR - EXHAUST SYSTEM |

—_— - Hustrated below is the spring-loaded, temperature-sensitive

heat control valve. When the envine is cold the valve is

— =8 closed, which forces exhaust g_ﬂuséﬁ around a stove in the

intake manifold for maximum heating for quick warm-ups.

s As the engine temperature rises, the valve opens allowing

the exhaust gases to flow oul of their normal passages;

st = sufficient “surge™ gases remain for desired preheat condition,

Two cast-iron exhaust manifolds are used on the Pontiac

Ly Strato-Streak V-8 . . . one for each bank of evlinders. Each

manifold services four eylinders and has three ports; in-
o =

dividual ports service end eylinders. Exhaust passages are
larger in size than last year Lo insure easy escape of exhaust
—_— gases, minimum back pressure and optimum operating efli-
] ciency of the engine, and a [uel distributor has been east inlo

the lower header {loor of the intake manifold, which improves

perlormance. A tubular steel exhaust pipe at the right-hand
side of the chassis empties both exhaust manifolds, exceplt
with dual-exhaust accessory. The exhaust manifold on the
left side is connected to the exhaust pipe by a pipe which
pusses under the engine and which is, in turn, joined by a
—— - pipe leading from the right-hand manifold. If doal exhausts
‘ (accessory) are installed, the lelt-side piping would be re-

bt i placed by an exhaust pipe and muffler similar to that on
S the right side,
= =
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A four-barrel carburetor has now been adopted as standard
cquipment to add power and distinetion to the Star Chiel
series. It offers more maneuverability and hill-climbing
ability as well as agmenting acceleration, It also incereases
the I'mrst'po\w'r on these models to 227, a value greater
than that on the 870 and 860 models with a two-barrel
curburetor, Operation of the four-barrel carburetor parallels
that of the two-barrel carburetor. That is, the four-barrel
carburctor, in esseince, consists of two dual carburetors con-
tained in one unit. It has two scctions: the primary side
and the secondary side, TE is important to note in the operi-
tion of the four-barrel carburetor that the secondary side
acts as a supplementary component and is brought into
operation only when the accelerator pedal is depressed
sufficiently. When this oceurs, the secondary nozzles then
will operate in parallel with the primary nozzes for maxi-
mum performance on demand. This carburetor, manifold
and air cleaner package is available as an optional aceessory
on the 870 and 860 maodels.

\
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L. Better ignition performance was attained, 2. Higher gen-
erator output was effected. 3. Faster cranking speed and,
therefore, betler starting in cold weather resulted,

Formerly, the primary circuit in the antomobile ignition

system was furnished a voltage of approximately six volts

by the battery. This, then. by a coil induction arrangement

wiig increased Lo many thousand velts, which, when fed across

each spark plug, ignited the combustible charge. In the

twelve-yvolt system, the prim:n}' cirenil receives bwelve volts |

from the battery. Buasically. the design of the twelve-volt

system is the same as that of the six-volt with the exceplion

thalt a series resistor is a part of the primary circuit. This I

resistor is made from a type of wire which tends to keep the !‘

resistance of the primary cireuit constant with variation in '
|
i
1

temperature. During engine cranking it is climinated from
the primary circuit so that maximum current and voltage
exist, even though the battery voltage drops due to h Cavy
cranking loads. This is of particular advantage during cold
weather starting since a hotter spark for more positive ignition
is assured,

|
14
|
Better ignition is augmented also by a marked increase in |3
available energy input, which aceried from resistance and ' f
ignition coil changes coupled with the twelve-volt supply.
As a consequence, appreciably greater secondary or igniling [
voltages are available for a given car speed. At 60 mph i
12-VOLT SYSTEM AND COMPONENTS f g Hn’.‘;' _gzmj is.-.}ppmximutef_v 207, which }-’ilhl(—". may  vary
5] shtly for different car speeds and axle ratios, but through-
out the operaling range available ignition voltage is greater
than it would be with the six-volt system. Thus, more de-
pendable ignition performance is assured, and spark plug
servicing is minimized. Included among the many other
advantages attributable to the twelve-volt electrical system are:

=== ] longer regulator breaker contact life, belter insulation pro-

The electrical system of the 1955 Pontiac has been retained o
for 1956 because it has more than proved its worth, Not
only is it more efficient than the 6-volt systerm, but it also
imi)rnves the operation of the automobile. The I"!IC!'(‘RL‘:'T‘(]
use of more accessories also makes the change [rom the
6- to 12-volt system advantageous. When it was first decided
to make the -Ch':lﬂg(?, extensive tests were performed. The L
dependability of the system has been proved by the efficient
way it did the job in 1955. Here are the principle advantages
thal were discovered:

tection of the various cirenil cahles, improved performance
of smull aoxiliary motors, reduction in over-all weight, and
conservition of space,

130
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12-VOLT GENERATOR

Better generator perform-
ance is obtained, efficien-
ey is increased and watt-
u‘gc or power output i.f._
greater with the use of
this dependable ]:?.-vn]t.
generator, And because of
these aclvu:mlges there is,
in useable power, a gain
of approximately 11%
over the 1934 6-volt gen-
erator, even though the
entire generator had the
same diameter and was
one inch shorter.

NEW 12-VOLT STARTER AND SOLENOID

lFor 1956, Pontine has an entirely new starting motor and
solenoid design. Since the starting motor is mounted in an
exposed position on the left-hand, lower rear side of l“:he
engine, it is oftentimes subjected to road splash and dirt.
For this reason, the engineers came up with a new unit
that will provide a drier and cleaner starting motor and sole-
noid. Now a cast housing sur-
rounds the clutch as well as the
shift mechanism, which means
that the starting motor and sole-
noid are sealed by unitary con-
struction.  Starting  difficulties,
which might result from [reezing
moisture in the linkage and
solenoid plunger, are thereby
climinated and better service is
assured.

www.PontiacSafari.com
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12-VOLT DISTRIBUTOR

Newly designed Tor 1935, the twelve-volt distributor is re-
tained for use in the 1936 models. Driven by a camshalt
through a gear mounted at its lower end, this distributor
pr()\fidos optimum  ignition and sym:hrtmiz:llit.m. An all-
weather cap is used for better breathing and includes bar-
riers which precipitate dirt particles carried by entering air.
It also provides shiclding for raised, widely separated point
seats, thus giving ideal protection against energy loss due
to “tracking” and is less susceptible to effect of moisture
condensation.

NEW BATTERY, DUAL HORNS, CABLE INSULATION
AND SPARK PLUGS

Io A new battery with improved life as its main advantage
will be used in the 1956 models. Tt is designed to be more
resistant Lo jurring, rough usage, high  temperatures and
more resistant to overcharge. New vent caps more effectively
retain battery acid and keep the top of the baltery cleaner.
Fach batlery is now warranted for 36 months.

2. Dual horns are mounted ahead of the radiator for maxi-
mum signal strength, and for 1956 the horn relay was moved
behind radiator hallle 1o minimize corrosion.

3. Cable insultion offers optimnm resistance o moisture
and senfling,

4. Neww spark plogs have an improved comstraction Lo reduce
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the possibility of misfires. Four ribs at the top lacilitate seal-
ing between the spark plug and spark plug nipple.

TAPERED-CAM CAMSHAFT

Pontiac’s V-8 camshaft is 22.4" long and is cast from tough
alloy iron, All cams are ground, hardened and tapered with
the’ high side of the cam toward the rear. This [act,
coupled with a gpherical base on the valve lifter, insures
valve lifter rotation. Since the contact surface keeps chang-
ing, longer lifter life is assured and quieter operation ob-
tained as well.

Cams are uniformly distributed along the length of the
camshaft to provide valve lift according to precise timing.
Two different camshafts are specified, depending on trans-
mission used. Cam design has been carefully worked out
to insure quiet operation, optimum power output and maxi-
mum durability.

A l-inch wide, silent chain, having 60 links, is used to drive
the camshaft from the crankshaft. The camshalt drive
sprocket, having 42 teeth, is made [rom cyanide-hardened,
cast alloy iron while the crankshaft sprocket, with 21 teeth,
is of case-hardencd steel.

HARMONIC BALANCER

Pontiac’s new Strato-Streak V-8 uses a harmonie balancer,
pioneered by Pontiae in 1925, to further guarantee smooth,
(uiet engine operation which in turn adds to its (]nrubi]ity.
It is built into the fan-drive pulley and is mounted at the
tront of the crankshaft. It consists of a 3-pound 13-ounce
steel weight which is retained to the crankshalt pulley as-
sembly through three flexible banks of springs. Weight and
spring tension combination are such that the balancer as-
sembly is tuned to the critical period of the erankshalt and
tends to oscillate out of phase with the crankshalt, therehy
neutralizing torsional vibration,

B e R R S T e S A

CYLINDER BLOCK WITH
RIGHT-HAND BANK FORWARD

Added strength has heen built into the Strato-Streak V-8
for 1956 to handle its greater power. This has been accom-
plished by inereasing the amount of metal at the three
intermediate hearing bulkheuds of the eylinder block, Engine
displacement has also increased from 287.2 to 316.6 cubic
inches for added performance. An important feature of the
1936 eylinder block is the fact that the right-hand bank of
cylinders is forward, This permits location of the distributor
in such a position that the lorce of the camshalt drive gear
is upward, In this location, better timing results and the
distributor is simpler to install and more readily serviced.
Also. with the right-hand bank forward, the fuel pump
can be located Tow on the left front side of the engine,
farthest from the exhaust pipe, where cooling blasts from
the fan minimize the danger of vapor Jock and fuel lift
is at a minimm. All this, plus belter supporting arrangement
for the generator, makes the right-hand bank forward a very
advaniageous feature, '

WEAVIE BEARING
§ purmuans

Al main bearing caps are doweled (o the evlinder block to
insure accurale alignment and  facilitate [lssc‘[nl}ly. They
have also beer increased in thickness for more stable erank-
shalt anchorage. Pontiac’s V-8 eylinder block is accurately
cast [rom durable, low-friction alloy iron; bores are finish-
honed to a smooth surface to which oil film elings to insure
long piston and bore life, '
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BALANCED CONMNECTING RODS
AND TIN-PLATED OFFSET PISTONS

Connecting rods in the Stralo-Streak V-8 arc steel l-beam
forgings which, with bronze piston pin bushings in place,
are subjected to two balancing operations to provide precise
center ol gravity location. Connecling rod bearings are steel-
backed and can be replaced easily. i ever necessary.

Slipper skirt and cam-ground aluminum pistons with reinlore-
ing steel struts are used in the Strato-Streak V-8 for 1956.
The pistons are tin-plated, a feature in effect pionecred by
Pontiac, which insures maximum wearing surface and mini-
mizes danger of piston scizure and scuffing of the evlinder
hores. Pistons are controlled for weight to within 1/16 oz

With the high-compression-ralio engine. Hal-headed pistons
are used (dished-top pistons are used in low-compression on-
gines): two compression rings and one oil ring are (-mp[n_w('l
and are Tocated above the earburized and hardened-steel pis-
ton pins. Top compression rings of centrifugally cast ivon are
heavily chromed for maximum life. A four-piece oil ring with
chrome-plated  segments insures outstanding  oil economy.
Floating piston pins are off set 1716 inch, which insures
gradual change in thrust pressure of the piston skirt against
the eylinder wall as pistons travel in their paths.

-
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BALANCED CRANKSHAFT
AND OVERLAPPING CRANKSHAFT BEARINGS

Crankshalt in the new V-§ engine is cast or forged, heat-
treated  to precise specification and machined to exacting
tolerances. Inherently vigid because ol its shorl Tength, 95,77
as compared to 37.8” in the 1954 L-head engioe, rigidity is
further enhiuneed by 4" averlap between the main _jmu';nﬂs
and crankpins,

This. in cffect. means o salid section of metal extends the
entire length of the erankshali to add to its ruggedness and
durability. It is supported in the crankshaft ]»_(-' five muain
bearings.

Crankshalt balance is extremely fmportant to engine smooth-
ness, This is frue sinee a small amonnt of unbalance, though
trivinl compared o dotal weight, becomes a tremendous
force when revolved at high speed. To guard against the
deleterions elfect of this anbalanced foree on bearing life
and smoothness, Pontiae specifies that the erankshalt e
bakweed in the engine assembly with connecting rods and
pistons assembled to .5 in oz, with the crank rotating.
Six connterweights are made integral with the erankshall [or
this purpose. Additional smoothness s engendered by use
of a hanmonic balaneer and by precise balancing ol 2l
rotuling engine parls,

e i ATIORES . et et



Crosswise drilling in the crankshaft provides pressure lubrica-
tion to all bearings. Crankshaft end thrust is taken by bearing
No. 4 for added durability. Main bearing journals are 237
in diameter, while crankpin diameter is 2%”. Main bearings,
of removable type, are steel-backed and overlayed with
long-wearing babbitt.

SINGLE BELT FAN,
WATER PUMP
AND GENERATOR DRIVE

A single #-inch high-capacity V-belt is used to drive fan,
witer pump and generator. Tests have proven this arrange-
ment provides excellent belt durability. In addition, the belt
is readily accessible, which makes servicing easier.

[
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1956 PONTIAC STRATO-STREAK
V-8 ENGINE SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINE 56-27 56-28
Type and Number of Cylinders. .. ... .. 90° V-8 90° V-8
Valve Arrangement. . .. ... ... .. .... In Head In Head
Bore and Stroke . ... il 3.94 x 3.25
Displacement—Cubic Inches. . .. ..... .. 316.6 316.6
Compression Ratio Standard (Premium

(EEED ooy o e s con et st St e e 8.9:1 8.9:1

Maximum Broke Horsepower ot Engine

rpm (8.9:1 Compression Ratio] H.M.

Transmission « -0 u s on s b vae wa 205 (b 4600 227 (@ 4800
Maximum Torque (lbs. ft.) at Engine rpm

(8.9:1 Compression Ratio) H.M. Trans. 294 (@ 2600 312 @ 3000
Compression Pressure at Cronking Speed

(8.9:1 Compression Ratio) psi ot rpm .. 145 to 155 psi (@ 160 to

170 rpm
Fiting OFders oo o0 v onma s 50w st 1-8-4-3-6-5-7-2
CRAMNKSHAFT
‘Weight {Ibs.)—Forged Shaft. . . ... .. .. 59.4 59.4
—Cost Shaft. .. ...... .. 537 53.7
Counterweights—Number. . . ... .. ... .. [¢) 6
Main Bearings—Number. . . .. ... ... . 5 S
No. 1 Bearing—Diameter. . .. ... ... .. 2.50 2.50
Ltength. ... ........... 24 94
No. 2 Bearing—Diameter. . ... ... ..... 2.50 2.50
length. .............. 94 94
No. 3 Bearing—Digmeter. ... ........ 2.50 2.50
length............... .94 .94
No. 4 Bearing—Diameter... .. ... s 2.50 2.50
length. .............. 91 91
Mo. 5 Bearing—Diameter. ... ....... 2.50 2.50
length. .. ............ 1.56 1.56
Projected Crankshaft Bearing Area.. ... 13.22 Sq.In. 13.22 Sq, In.
End Thrust Taken by Bearing (Number) . 4 4
Main Bearing Material .. .. ... ... .. ... Durex Steel Bocked
interchangeable Main Bearings. .. ... .. Yes Yes
Vibration Dampener Type. . .. ........ Harmonic Balancer
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PISTONS AND RINGS 56-27 A§-28
Piston—Material .. ... ... Aluminum Alloy
Piston—Tin Plated. .. .. .......... .. Yes Yes
Weight—Piston Only . . ... ......... .. L4646 Lb. 1.46 1b.
Number Compression Rings.......... .. 2 2
Number Qil Control Rings.......... .. 1 1
Number Rings Above Piston Pin. ... . .. 3 3
Width Compression Ring............ .. .078 .078
Taper on Compression Ring. . ......... Yes Yes
Width Ol Ring. . von vomes vanan e 2 186 186
Length Piston. ... ... ... .. ........ 4.13 413
Piston Pin—Diameter . . ...... .. ... .98 .98
Ltength .. .. .. ... ..... 3.13 3.3

Piston Pin Bushings—Effective

Length (InRod) . . ... .. ... ... ... ... 1.25 1.25
Type Piston Pins . . . .. ... ....... .. Floating
Pinhole Diamond Bored in Rod.. ...... Yes Yes

CONNECTING RODS

Connecting Rod Length {Center to Center]  6.63 6.63
Connecting Rod Assembly Weight—

Bushing Included . . .. ... . ... . ... .. 1.86 Lb. 1.86 Lb.
Cronkpin Bearing—Diameter. ... ... ... 2.25 2.25
Length. .. ... .. e .88 .88

Durex Steel Backed or
Micro Babbitt Steel Backed
Interchangeable Connecting Rod Bearings Yes Yes

Bearing Materials {Optional). . ... ... ..

CAMSHAFT DRIVE

Crankshaft Gear—Material, ... ... ... Carburized and

Hardened Steel

Comshaft Gear—Material ., ... ... .. Alloy lron
Cyanide Hardened
Timing Chain—Make . ... ........ ... Morse Morse
Number Links in Chain . ... ... ... ..., . 60 60
Width Chain—MNominal . . . . .. .. .. .. 1 1
Pitch of Chain. . .. ...... . ... ........ .38 38
INTAKE VALVES
Diameter Head—Over-all. . . ... ... ... 1.78 1.78
Port Diometer—Af Seot. .. ... ... ... 1.61 1.61
Angle of Seat. .. . ... ... ... ... ... 30° 30°
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EXHAUST VALVE 56-27 56-28
Diameter Head—Over-all. ... ... . . ... 1.50 1.50
Port Diameter—At Seat. .. . 1.37 1.37
Angle of Seat. ... ... . .. . .. .. 45° 45°
VALVE DATA
Over-all Length Valve—Intake. . . ... 525 5.25
Exhaust. . ... 5,23 5.23
Stem Diameter. . . ... ... .. ... .. .. .34 34
Valve Lift (Synchromesh Trans. Engine) . . .37 .37
Valve Lift {Hydra-Matic Trans. Engine) . . .40 .40

Outer Spring Pressure and Length—
Lbs. @ In,
Valve Closed {Synchromesh Trans. Eng.)
Valve Closed (Hydra-Matic Trans, Eng.)
Valve Open {Synchromesh Trans. Eng.) .
Valve Open (Hydra-Matic Trans. Eng.).
Inner Spring Pressure and Length—
Lbs. (@ In.
Valve Closed {Synchromesh Trans. Eng.)
Valve Closed (Hydra-Matic Trans. Eng.)
Valve Open (Synchromesh Trans. Eng.) .
Valve Open (Hydra-Matic Trans. Eng.).
Dual Valve Springs. ... . ..... .. ... ..
Hydraulic Valve Lifters. . ... ... .. . .

Tapered Valve Guides—Integral. .. . .

58 (@ 1.53

VALVE TIMING

Intake Opens—
"BTC {Synchromesh Trans. Engine).
“8TC (Hydra-Matic Trans. Engine). . . .
Intake Closes—
"ABC (Synchromesh Trans, Engine) . . ..
"ABC (Hydra-Matic Trans. Engine). . . .
Exhaust Opens—
°BBC (Synchromesh Trans. Engine) . . . .
°BBC {Hydra-Matic Trans. Engine) . . . .
Exhaust Closes—
°ATC (Synchromesh Trans, Engine). . . .
“ATC [Hydra-Matic Trans. Engine) , . .

58 (@ 1.53

108 @ 1.16

112 (@ 1.13

26 (w 1.48

26 (m: 1.48

61 @ 1.11

64 (@ 1.08
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
22° 229
27° 27°
67° 47°
73° 73¢°
63° 63°
69° 69°
27° 27°
31* 2 fi
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VENTILATION SYSTEM —ENGINE 5§-17 56-18
Complete Pressure—>Suction Type. ..o Yes Yes
Heavy-duty Ventilator Inlet and Oil

Biller 0D, & s s 1 s o s seny 08 5 20 Accessory Accessory
Heavy-duty Crankcase Ventilator Outlet

A Clednion s s s s 1e wis s AR - Accessery Accessory
ENGINE LUBRICATION
Pressure Lubrication. . . ... ... os Yes ‘\f(es
Cylinder Wall Lubrication Jet....... ... Yes Yes
Push Rods Hollow for Lubrication....... Yes _ es
Oil Pump Type . .-« oovoveaaese e Gear (Helical)
Jet Lubrication of Timing Chain. . ...... Yes Yes

Normal Qil Pressure (Lb. @ mph) ...
Capacity of Crankcase (Less Filter)—

34-45 above 40

Refill (Quarts). .. covivvamee s 5 5
Quantity Oil Circulated at 60 mph— o
10-W Qil—Hot—GPM....... .. i B 3.6 Y.
Oil Filter—Full Flow—Accessory . . . .. .- Yes es
Type Oil Intake.... ..o oo Floating Floating
FUEL SYSTEM
} —T —Standard
Cnézur;aen:felﬁon?,?.e ................... Dual® Four-Barrel
Carburetor—Maoadel .. oo RPD 7023[)900
(Synchromesh Transmission). . 7008596 5l
(Hydra-Matic Transmission) . . . . 7008695 WCF;_r?:;ré45
or RPD
7008697
Carburetor—Type—
Safari and optional on all other 27 Four-Barrel  Four-Barrel
RNGEBIE e won g it 8 B0 & o B Tty e Same as Standard
o 28 Model  (See Above)
Automatic Choke—Type..........- Integral Integral

Type Metering . ... coov ooy
Air Cleaner and Silencer Type—

Standard. o ... e s e me Yertical

Qiled**
Crimped
Metal

*Except Safari
*¥Except Safari which uses 28 Model Cleaner.
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Mechanical and Vacuum

Horizontal
Qiled
Crimped
Metal

i

L R L

FUEL SYSTEM (Continued)
Air Cleaner Type—Accessory..........

55-27 56-18

Vertico Horizontal
(Heavy-duty Qil Bath)

ik

Fuel Pump with Vacuum Booster—except

cars with accessory electric wipers. . . . Yes Yes
Fuel Tank Capacity {Except SWGS). ... 20 Gals. 20 Gals,
Intake Manifold Heat Control. . . . Automatic Avtomatic

EXHAUST SYSTEM

Muffler—Type Reverse Flow

Exhaust Pipe Diameter—Main. ... . ... 2.25 2.25
Exhaust Pipe Diameter—Branch. ... ... 2.00 2.00
Tail Pipe Diameter. . ................ 2.00 2.00
Optional Ducl Exhaust Fipe Diameter—

Right-Hand and Left-Hand—Not avail-

able on 4-Door 3-Seat Station Wagon 2.00 2.00
Optional Dual Exhaust Tail Pipe

Dimrmreber s s o) S prnryg o s i 1.75 1.75
Aluminized Toil Pipe. . .. ... ... ... ... Yes Yes
COOLING
Water Pump Type 54 . Centrifugal  Centrifugal
Water Pump and Fan Drive. .. .. ... ... "V" Belt "V" Belt

Pump Shaft Runs on Sealed Ball Bearing . Yes Yes
Water Pump Seal—Type.. ... ........ Synthetic Rubber
Graphite-Lead Alloy
Water Circulaticn Thermostatically
Conttgllads iy ve = 2 ssimes s s s Yes Yes
Location of Thermostat . Engine Water Outlet
Temperature Thermosiat Opens

Standard . ... ... 160°F. 160°F.
Accessory High Opening Thermestat for

Ethylene Glyccl Coolont Opens. . .. .. 170°F. 170°F.
Bypass Recirculction—Type ..... .. .... Internal
Water Around All Cylinders. . ..., . ... Yes Yes
Water Arcund All Valves. .. .. ... .. ... Yes Yes
Full-length Water Jacket . .. .. ... ... . Yes Yes
Radiator Cere—Type—(Standard). . . .. Cellular

Radiator Core —Type—(With Air

Conditioning) Tube and Center
Core Thickness—Standard ., .. .. ... ... 2 2
Core Thickness—With Air Conditioning . . 1.75 1.75

#*Except Safari which uses 28 Model Cleaner,
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COOLING {Continued) 56-27

Radiator Cap Relief Valve Pressure—
Standard. .. ... ...

Radiator Cap Relief Valve Pressure—
(With Air Conditioning).........

Cooling System Capacity —Stand. Car—

56-18

6Vs to 7V2 pusi.

12 to 15 pu.s.i.

IS, o\ o e s wieds o = o5 5 SEg e & 237 227
Additional Capacity witn Hydra-Matic. o* 0.6
Addifionai Capacity with Heater. . . .. .. 1.6 1.6
Additional Capacity with Air

Conditioning.. . .o o s o s e i e 0.1 0.1
Fan—Number of Blades (Standard). .. .. 4 4
Fan—MNumber of Blades {With Air

Conditioning}. .. . ... ... .ol 5 5
Fan Diameter—{Standard}. ... ... ... .. 19 19
Fan Diameter (With Air Conditioning) . . 19.25 19.25
Ratio—Fan to Crankshaft Revolutions

(Standard). ... ... .......... . .88:1 .88:1
Ratio—Fan to Crcmkshof'r Revoiuhons

(With Air Conditioning). ... . ........ 94:1 941
EdniSHratd, & s uns wo sas fe s ae g a0 Yes Yes
iGNITION
Maximum Automatic Engine Advance at

Crankshoft: - . oo e n aw o sam s ms o s 20" 20"
Vacvoum Advance . S o Yes Yes
Breaker Gap—I(in.}.. i 016 .016
Spark Setting (Fuctory)———BUDC . 5° 55

Ignition Lock . § e B e A In Switch

Spark Plug 'fhlec:d . ‘ 14 mm 14 mm
Spark Plug Make und Model AC 44 AC 44
Spark Plug Gap. .. ... ... .033—.038
BATTERY

Make and Model Deico 1890587
Voltage Rating. .. ... . : : 12 12
Length and Width. ... .... .. . . 1009 x 675
Height (Over-all}, ............. . .. 8.81 8.81
Lo e S v T v s et i e et S i) s e Under Hood, Left Side

Capacity at 20 Hour the S U0 = s S 4
Number Plates per Cell.
Visual Filler Neck

*Strato-Flight Hydra-Matic optional—See 56-28 Model.
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53 Amp. Hours

9

Yes

SRR A R DN T R s
GENERATOR 56-27 56-28
TN v ta s o ot AR AR w00 s o B Shunt Wound
Current and Voltage Regulator. .. .. .. Yes Yes
Regulated Current—Room Temperature

{Standard)..... .. ............... 25 Amps.
Regulated Current—Room Temperature

(With Air Conditioning)............. 35 Amps.
Regulated Yoltage—Room Temperature . 14.3 14.3
STARTING MOTOR
Starter Contrel (Solenoid). ... .. .. .. Ignition Key
Engine Cranking Speed. . ............ 138 rpm 138 rpm
Engagement Type................... Sliding Gear, Over-running

Clutch

Gear Ratio—Starter to Engine. .. 19.56:1 19.56:1
BALAMCE TOLERANCES OF ROTATING AND
RECIPROCATING PARTS
Crankshaft, Connecting Rods, Pistons, Fly-

wheel, and Clutch Assembly Balonced

BRGNS o v v sowimins ww we 26 v 24w V2 in. oz,
Crankshaft Baluncar Weight . .25 in. oz.
Clutch-driven Plate. . ... .. .. .. .25 in. oz.
Connecting Rod—Bclance lelf—-For

Center of Gravity Control (Each End).. .05 oz .06 oz.
Piston Weight . . 035 oz. .05 oz.
Feihi: coim s s s s i .25 ia. oz.
Generator Arrnﬂture .25 in. oz.
RELATION OF ENGINE TO REAR WHEEL REVOLUTIONS

7.10" x 15" TIRES (24 lbs. Pressure)

Axtle Rohid. . v o on ganes - ..3.920:1 3.64:1  3.23:1  3.08:1
Engine Revolutions per Mile . .. .. 2863 26469  237] 2258

Rear Wheel Revolutions per Mile.. 734 734 734 734

7.60” x 15" TIRES (22 lbs. Pressure Front and 20 Ibs. Rear)

Axle ROHOL . = s ai amsvesien s o won = 3.90:1 3.64:1 3.23:1 3.08:1

Engine Revolutions per Mile. .. . .. 2816 2625 2333 2222

Rear Wheel Revolutions per Mile.. 722 722 722 722

Note: Engine revolutions per mile and revolutions per minute are the
same at 60 miles per hour.
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CHASSIS
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Smoothest ride on the road!
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PONTIAC'S TWO GREAT CHASSIS
OFFER SMOOTH RIDING COMFORT AND
UNMATCHED HANDLING EASE!

148 !
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For 1936, vou have two wonderful chassis to the sleek. modern bodies of the 1956 Pontiac.
choose from—the 124" wheelbase that is built — ) Carefully engineered and tested again and
for the beautiful Star Chief series  {except again o assure safe, casy steering and depend-
Safari) and the rugged 1227 wheelbase built sk e ability, these Poutiac chassis are just another
for the Safari, 870 and 860 series. Both ‘nl reason why Pontiac is known for quality and
these chassis provide @ solid nnderstructire tor — dependability the world over.
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PONTIAC'S “X” MEMBER FRAME

Long used by Pontiac, the “X” member, bridge type [rame,
recognized as one of the most rigid and strongest types
built, is employed in all 19568 models. The four legs of the
“X” member are of massive, steel I-beams, welded top and
bottom to junction plates. Each leg of the “X" is braced
against deflection by the other three legs. All four extremitics
of the “X” member are securely riveted and welded to the
heavy channel side members, thus making this section of the
frame exceptionally rigid and free from deflection in the most
hasic part of the chassis.

Side members are of heavy channel-section steel (197 in the
Convertible, .16" in other Star Chief models {except Safari)
and 14" in the 860 and 870 models and Safari) with wide
top and bottom flanges, and are joined to cross members to
form rigid box scctions. Sturdy brackets on which the body
is mounted are riveted to the channel side members. '
The rugged Front cross member is made of an inverted “U”
section with flat, riveted steel plates closing the mouth of the
“U” and forming a sturdy anchor for the front wheel sus-

www.PontiacSafari.com
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pension. A radiator support member located forward of this
front eross member provides bracing and rigidity; and to its
rearward edge, two additional reinforcements of heavy chan-
nel steel are riveted to the side members. forming box girder
sections of bridge lype proportions in an area where extra
strength is needed,

Convertible owners, p-.u'tict:];u'l_\_', will appreciate the higher
standard of riding performance derived from the heavy frame
specified for that body style. An extra channel of steel welded
to a portion of the side bars to form a boxed cross section
and considerably heavier “X" member flanges inerease the
frame’s resistance to bwisting and bending. Car durability is
thereby improved.

CENTER POINT RADIATOR AND
FENDER MOUNTING

The independent mounting of Pontiac’s radiator and fenders,
in combination with independently mounted front wheels,
provides a front-end censtruction which has a remarkable
stability at high speeds. With this construction, the fenders
and radiator are mounted as a single unit on a brace extend-
ing from one front fender to the other across the entire front
of the car.

This sturdy, wing-like structure pivots on the frame at the
center ol the radiator support member. Any movement of the
frame has no effect upon these parts because the frame
movement rotates about the center point mounting. This
method of assembly eliminates annoying front end vibrations.

RUBBER BODY MOUNTS

Pontiac used every practical means of excluding vibration ancl
road noise from the passenger L'ompslrlmvnt, heeause t;niet.
noise-free driving is recognized as important o comfort and
safety. Included among the many insulalors employed for this
purpose arc those installed between the body and the frame.

The body insulators used on all models except Convertibles
fully separate and cushion the body bolts from the frame by
means of a molded rubber insulator assembly. When installed,
a portion of this insulator projects through a circular hole in
the frame, while its squared upper portion acls as a cushion
between the frame and the body. A lower insulator fits around
the upper part of the lock nut end. Metal-to-metal contact

R
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is avoided and the possibility of road noise traveling into the
body is minimized. The rubber used is of a hardness which
provides ideal cushioning effect and riding comfort. A steel
spacer is included in the center of the insulator assembly,
providing a limiting stop against which the nut can be tight-
encd., All mounts are, thervelore, automatically compresse(i
the same amount at installation, insuring optimum effective-
ness. Taking advantage of what engineers call “nodular damp-
ening”, insulator locations have been determined which most
effectively smother the natural vibration frequency of the
frame assembly. The total effect of using this installation will
be quickly noticed by driver and passengers alike since, as a
consequence, road noise is at a minimum and a smooth, com-
fortable ride results. Catalina usage of these body mounts
differs slightly from Sedans and Station Wagons. Convertible
body mounts are similar to those used in 1955.

IMPROVED FRONT SUSPENSION

The vertical kingpins being used on the new 1956 models are
the same used to improve the front suspension of the 1955
Pontiac. Adopted as companion to the other front end steering
components, this makes handling easier on curves, reduces
effect of road harshness felt at the steering wheel and mini-
mizes tire serubbing,

Previous to 1953, Pontiac kingpin inclination had  been
approximately 5°, that is, the pin which mounts the steering
knuckle to the knuckle support was tilted 57 inwardly tov rard
the center of the car, In combination with other front end
geomelry then used, this was considered to be optimum from
an over-all control standpoint.

in 1955, however, clearances demanded a shorter upper con-
trol arm and the steering knuckle support was reduced in
length. These revisions pro(lu(‘ed an opportunity to capitalize
on the inherent features of the vertical kingpin.

As steering oceurs, when vertical kingpins are used, the steer-
ing knuckle travels in a plane almost parallel to the ground.
With the inclined kingpin, however, it moves in an are and,
therefore, weight on the front wheels must be lifted a distance
equal to the amount the steering knuckle deviates [rom its
original height. Since this is not necessary with the vertical
kingpin, steering ease is substantially improved in parking,
on corners and curves.

:\lsn;, lh.v vertical kingpin cooperales with the other clements
in Ponliac’s .t.'lt_*('ring linkage and [ront suspension to minimize
Eh.v amont of jar at the steering wheel when driving over
ru.iru‘tul tracks or “rutty” roads, F(‘Hnltfng in sm(mlh('r:- more
luxurious, less fatiguing (lri\'ing. ) .
Lastly, since the distance from the center line of the kingpin
to the center of the tire contact area was increased for T%!SS
”"“ﬂ“ is less tire scrub at the periphery of the tire cz;nt:u‘i
during tumning, which results in less steering effort.

Among the many practical improvements on the 1956 Pontiac
are the changes made on the steering knuckle and support
assembly. A wew press-fitled king bushing and an added
grease seal result in more even ]ub;ication. better retention of
lubricant, and reduce galling and corrosion of the kingpin
and related parts. Combined with Pontiac’s recircnlaliuqEllu”
nut steering gear and parallel rear springs, this er:nﬁimilv
pracuces driving experience unexcelled. B .

B OMPRESSION
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FONTIAC'S PARALLEL REAR SPRINGS AND
NEW FULL-LENGTH SPRING LINERS

Car roll is the tendency of a car to lean away from the center
of a curve on a turn. and hag heen lzxpm‘i(-uwud by every
motorist. In addition to its deleterious effect on riding com-
fort, it also, through reaction on the \vhcels,.iuur(:'a_ses steering
offort. It is therefore important in automobile ('](.’S'lf_';l‘i.t() mini-
mize this phenon‘ncnn, although its c'nn?p}('ln f‘l}mm;lu.nn from
a practical and safety standpoint is virtually nnpussul)le anct
perhaps undesirable.

Definite and noticeable improvement in roll stability vv(ﬂ\ft'cj.
however, from the new rear suspension introduced in 1955.
The rear springs were mounted parallel \\'il‘?! the center
line of the car, and the distance between spring s't;ut-s wis
made 3.25" greater. Thus, a wider base was prow(]ed for
the body and frame, and with a given spring its l'endvn_oy 'tn
tilt or roll when driving in a turn was reduced; that is. its
stability was improved and less car roll er-uld occur alt a
given speed. This followed from natural physical luw:s' and :s_
evidenl in our walking or standing expcrimlce—the wider our
stance, the firmer our footing.

www.PontiacSafari.com
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This greater voll stability has a cumulative effect. As indicated
previously, with reduction in car roll the tendency for wheels
Lo steer opposite to direction ol turn is also reduced; there-
fore, with the parallel rear spring rear suspension, better
handling and steering result, Also, driver and passengers alike
will appreciate the feeling of security eminently noticeable.

Since the springs are mounted parallel to the center of the
car, the springs travel in @ more natural path. This, plus the
addition of new [ull-length spring liners, contribules to a
smoother, quicter and more comfortable ride.

&
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TRU-ARC SAFETY STEERING

One of the important factors contributing to Pl.m.liﬂds easy
handling is the stecring system which ‘g,i\_f'(*s p().\‘i]l'l\’t‘ mlml'm]
of the car direction with a minimum of effort, This desirable
result is due to the fact that the steering system moves Loth
front wheels wmiformly and permits less deflection in the
wheel positions as they rise and fall.

-

Ty ey -

In Pontiae’s steering system, the two tie rods are of equal
length and are connected to a bar or link which in tum is
connected to the steering gear pitman on one side of the
[rame and to an idler arm on Lhe apposile side. The idler am
is equal in length to the pitman arm, so that the ares in which
the ball ends of the two arms move are identical, This makes
the movement of the link connecting the tie rods uniformly
parallel at all times.

The inner ends of the tie rods are close to the centers of the
ares described by the front suspension steering arms as they
vise and [ali in consonance with the wheel action, and thus
wheel fight is minimized and the action of the steering
mechanism greatly improved.

Pontiac’s rucircnfalling ball type steering gear is also an im-
portant factor in making stecring practically effortless.

SMALL TURNING CIRCLE

The turning circle of the Star Chief series models has, of
course, a larger diameter than that of the 860 and 870 series
because of its extra-long wheelbase. All three lines, however,
have a smail turning circle. The 860 or 870 can turn to the
right, eurb to curb. in a cirele with a diameter of 42 feet, 5
inches. The Star Chicf can do the same maneuver in 42 feet,
i1 inches. This small turning cirele and high over-all steering
ratio of 25 to 1 enable the Pontiac owner to park easily and
make U-turns in relatively narrow streets.




PONTIAC RECIRCULATING
BALL TYPE STEERING GEAR

This recirculating ball type steering gear was introduced in >
1955 and has not only proven to be more efficient, but also
requires less frequent adjustment than was required with the =
worm and roller type which it superseded.

Steel balls between a screw and nut are used in this gear to
minimize friction and distribute the steering load. Therein the
screw at the lower end of the steering shaft has semicircular,
ground helical grooves and a similarly shaped groove is pro-
vided in the steering nut. This mating space is filled with
steel balls. Guides formed from steel tubing secured to the
nut divect the ball in recirculating paths as steering occurs,
leading them from each end of the nut back to a point near
its center or vice versa, depending on direction of turn. Thus,
a complete and enclosed ball circuit is maintained. Gear rack
teeth on the nut mate with the steering sector which turns
the pitman shaft. '

HOTCHKISS POWER CUSHION DRIVE

In eombination with other related components which were
modified for performance improvement and clearance reasons. —
the added efliciency of this gear results in easier steering on
corners and curves, ' v

The highly efficient Hotchkiss Power Cushion Drive, in which
the drmng tm«[u(' of quick starts is cushioned through the
rear \plm‘Tb. is used in all Pontiac models. Smnoth even
starting is obtained by the power cushion drive because, as
the cluteh is let in. the whole axle hounsing turns until the
= resistance built up in the rear springs :‘qndlh the torce neces-
sary to start the car.

e = Hotehkiss Drive cushions the power to the rear wheels, thus
protecting costly drive-line units—clutch, transmission, pro-
= peller shalt, universal jeints, rear axle, tires—from the severe
strain of sudden power application and helps to prevent rear
= tires from slipping when starting. It also helps to prevent
i stalling of the engine and reduces upsprung weight. With less .
i upsprimg weight, the action of the rear wheels on rough roads ;
is much smoother, and the axle delivers the maximum tractive !
— power beeause the wheels are free to follow the irregularities i

of the road,

e
Universal joints, yokes and companion flanges for 1956 are
] P

heavier and larger with more widespread pmnla of attachment
for increased rigidity. Universal joint bearings, now relained
by a snap ring, are increased in diameter and length, thereb

- 5
lnmulm‘H greater bearing surface. The pmpp]]m‘ shaft has
been shortened to accmnnmddtv new design requirements,

i - i i
o
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HYDRAULIC CUSHION REAR LEVELATORS—
REAR SHOCK ABSORBER VALVING

Boad shocks on the rear wheels are (‘fFuclivc'l_\: 15]15(‘)2%_@(1 in
Pontines by hydraulic cushion levelators c:onststu_]g ot twm;_
clIrL“ct-ucth{g two-way shock absorbers mounted in front 01
the rear axle housing, with the lower elnds spreiud} out totwtuncf
p s slopec vard the center
wals and the upper ends sloped tov
the wheels a Pl et o

RUBBER REAR SPRING BUSHINGS

Rubber rear spring bushings, used by Pontiac since 1950,
have stood the acid test of commercial use. The bushing
assemblies which pivot each rear spring on the frame consist
of an inside steel shaft and an outside steel shell with a high-

the body. Tn this position, shock absorbers become le L
. guality natural rubber insulator between the twe, Properly
fittedd into position, three bushings of this kind complelely

insulate cach spring from the frame.

With the adoption of a new rear axle shaft wheel bearing
and seal, possibility of damage in assembly operations is
greatly minimized. The new ring bearing has the oil seal
directly in the bearing so that the chance of damaging the
seal which could cause lubricant leakage is virtually el minated.

LONG REAR SPRINGS

The ride of the new 1956 Pontiae models is carefully engi-
neered to strike the proper balance between the schools of
thought calling for the “ton soft ride” and the “too hard ride”.
Pontiac feels that the proper cowrse is a compromise with
suflicient softness to absorb road shocks comfortably, with
sufficient stability to maintain the performance and ease-of-
handling characteristies most drivers demand. Cooperating
in this aspect, 60" rear springs which have six leaves are
used on Star Chief meoedzls while the 870 and £60 madels
employ 38" springs. These springs. coupled with the paralle]
renr spring arrangement, eflectively curry the weight of the new
body, provide neat car appearance whether the car is loaded
or nnfoaded and maintain stability on curves. New rear spring
liners also contribiute to a smoother, quicter ride.

]
]
]
]
] e e s o s
]
]
]
1

seel hounce and rear axle chatter

‘qter control over wl
with better cor reduce

on rutty roads and, in addition, they ;1pprucmb]y
' 2 ] 3 9 ) 7
crosswise body quiver and sway.
2o ehock absorber consists of a eylinder filled with fuid in =7 :
Each shock absorbe _ L |
which a piston, with carcfully controlled openings alves, I

works up and down.

i i o1 M, e |
Levelator valves have been tailored to assure positive Ll.m.m.i{l e
of Jevelator action, provide the maximum c-‘o.mlo:ﬁ 1;17 ;‘]
< and assure the finest possible ridle. Since the level-

YASSENEer ! i itk - A
11['()‘3‘5 are located in front of the rear axle housing, maxmur |
protection from flying stones is afforded. o
‘
;
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OUTSTANDING HANDLING AND IMPROVED RIDE—
LOW CENTER OF GRAVITY

As indicated in preceding discussion, several of the 1955
improvements have been embodied in the 1956 model which
add to an already impressive list of [eatures comprising
the reason tor Pontiac’s fine handling and ride reputation.
These are listed below for composite consideration.

(1) Heavy, sturdy frame results in a minimum of high-
frequency vibrations and smooth riding.

(2) Vertical front wheel kingpins make handling easy on
curves, and together with suspension linkage design
minimize jarring and tire serubbing.

(3) An efficient ball-nut steering gear makes steering easy
on curves, cushions road harshness.

(4) Parallel reav springs reduce car roll, improve handling
on curves, add to feeling of riding security, full-length
spring liners add to riding smoothness. Shock absorbers
insure optimum control over body as well as axle move-
ments. Shock absorber valving has been modified to
provide a safer, more comfortable ride.

(5) Tubeless tires provide better ride since less heat is
generated during high-speed driving and, therefore, air
pressure vise is reduced.

In addition to the above, it should be noted that in 1956—
as with the "55 model, Pontiac is built close to the ground,
has a low center of gravity and, thevefore, has ideal road-
hugging ability. Effect of cross winds is minimized and your
Pontiac will “step” into curves with thoroughgoing assurance.

1955 and 1956 improvements, combined with time-proven
features such as Tru-arce steering: optimum shock absorber
control: hvdraulic cushion rear levelators; sturdy front stabi-
lizer hnr;—c'nmpositu type quiet body mounts; long, durable
rear springs; generous wheelbase; rubber rear-spring bush-
ings: and well msulated. all-steel bodies in essence provide
the basis for unexeelled riding and handling.

St

i
| .

FRONT STABILIZER BAR

Every car tends to roll or sway on eurves and to lurch on
rough or mtted roads. Such movements are disagrecable to
passenigers and constitute a real hazard to sale car control.
Pontine’s Stabilizer Bar minimizes body roll and lurching
and, with the hydraulic cushion rear levelators, holds the car
body more nearly level, increasing securily and comfort.

The stabilizer consists ol a round bar of spring steel mounted
in rubber on the frame ahead of the front cross member, with
connecting links securing it at cither end of the two lower
front coil spring seats. When any small road unevenness is
encountered, each front spring will act independently; but
as soon as a large hump or rut is met, the tendency of the
spring on that side to collapse and send back road shock is
resisted by both coil springs because of the stabilizer bar.




IMPROVED BRAKES

Revisions to wheel brake cylinder components improve the
reliability and durability of these units. In the wheel brake
eylinder assembly the brake eylinder piston spring, which
exerts a force between the two rubber piston cups, has been
replaced by a spring with expanders attached to cach ond.
Also, new synthetic rubber cup seals especially designed to
withstand higher temperatures have been added. The force
set up by fluid pressure and the wheel eylinder spring is exerted
against each expander and transmitted evenly through it to
the lip of the cup seal, holding il tightly against the wall of

-y
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the evlinder. This new positive contact minimizes the possi-
bility of leaks due to the cups taking set or beeause of dint
wedging between the seals and the evlinder bave. New cup
seals with less deterioration due to heat assure binger periods
ol satisfactory service.

Coupled with these changes. a new improved brake fluid hag
been developed, This heavy-duty fluid with even greater
high-temperature characteristies than heretofore results in
less paossibility of vapor lock and less chance of fluid loss in
the system by evaporation. Another of the many improve-
ments incorporated in the 1956 Pontiac, these brake provi-
sions make for added safety on the highway.

CENTRIFUGALLY CAST, STEEL-BACKED
BRAKE DRUMS

Few competilors can beat the quality of Pontiac’s brake
drum—perhaps the most efficient brake drum commercially
available.

Pontiac’s brake drums consist of a heavy, all-steel shell
around a centrifugally cast alloy iron braking surface. This
cembines the strength and toughness of steel with the
extremely hard, anti-scoring properties of alloy iron. Centrif-
ugn] casting is a superior type of casting for this purpose.

Iront brake drums are 12 inches in diameter, while rear
drums are 11 inches in diameter. Front linings are 2% inches
wide, while the rear measure 1% inches.

PONTIAC'S GREAT BRAKING SYSTEM

Pontine’s braking system is the safest, most durable and
smoothest it is possible to build today.

Pontine’s brakes are belter beeanse (1) the hydraulic brakes
are sclf-energizing, (2) drams are sealed against dirt and
water as are the emergency brake cables, (3) they use steel-
backed, centrifugally cast alloy iron brake drums, (4) they
use the best, molded type linings, (5) they are designed for
optimum cooling, and (6) the mechanical parking brake
operates on the rear wheels, not the propeller shaft.
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EASY-FULL HAND BRAKE

Pontiac’s Easy-pull Huand Bruke is exceptionally casy (o
apply. A
an intermediate lever by means of a wire cable running over
a pulley. The action of Lhis intermediate lever canses a cable
connected to its lower end to apply the rear brakes. This
linkage keeps [riction in the system at a minimum, making it
ecasy to apply the brake with one short pull,

pull on the handle of the emergency brake moves

This hand brake is associated with a dependable and efficient
mechanical braking system which operates on the rear wheels
by means of steel c ables. Provided for emer geney and park-
ing use, the hand brake control gives the car two separate
and distinct braking systems,

By having the hand brake operate on the rear wheels, the
rear axle gears and shafts are relieved of the strain of Lrans-
mitting the braking action to the rear whecls, as is the case
with the propeller shaft type of hand brake used on some

makes. [n addition, Pontiac’s indep('ndmlt braking system
provides an cmergency braking surface of almost # of ils
total braking area, while the driveshaft type of cmergency
brake usually provides less than % of this arca. With Pontiac's
type of hand brake set, it is possible lo juck up any one of
the four wheels with minimum danger of the car rolling off
the jack.

NEW SYNCHROMESH TRANSMISSION

Pontiac’s 1956 Synchromesh transmission is larger, sturdier
and much more durable. Of entirely new design, it employs
many new fealures which assure longer and quieter. smoother
operation.

For quict operation, all helieal gears are continued although
they are now cut in the opposite dircction and are enclosed
method of attach-

in a new, rugged case. A more sturdy

[
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ment to the cluteh housing has been employed, and a new
sealing gasket between cluteh housing and trangmission case
is incorporated. These are just a few of the many new features
and improvements that make the new Synehromesh transmis-
sion unit ideally suited for Pontiac’s more pawerful engines.
Laboratory tests have proven this transmission to be rugged,
(kpomldblv and bwice as durable as that used heretofore, and
it offers a new driving thrill to those who prefer to use the
conventional shift.

PONTIAC'S CLUTCH CONTROL
AND CLUTCH

In order to reduce the amount of effort required to apply the
chuteh, a new elnteh control was designed for the 1955 model
to be wsed with Synchromesh transmission. This cluteh con-
trol continued for 1936 consists of a countershaft, a spring
lever bolted to the cluteh housing with attached idler lever,
a push rod which connects the iler lever to. the spring lever
and an over-center spring attached al one end of the §pring
lever, and at the other to the idler lever. When the cluteh
pedal is depressed, the pull rod rotates the countershaft and
spring lever in a clockwise direction around pivot points,
transmitting a force which disengages the clutch. Arrange-
ment of the spring and associ: tt(‘(l linkage is such that the
spring performs two [unctions: 1. by double-assist over-center
action aids cluteh disengageme nt, and 2. together with clutch
system forees, returns associated linkage to normal position
when pressure on the clutch pedal is released. An unti-rattle
spring is inchided in the assembly to absorb any slack be-
tween the disengaging rod and cluteh fork. ThrOllgll this
unigue development, driving fatigue is minimized and more
pleasurable driving results. .

In 1955, the capacity of the chiteh was also inereased through
use of a stronger spring. As a consequence, when engaged,
the pressure on the clutch-driven member was increased,
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CONCENTRIC GEARSHIFT AND
GEARSHIFY LEVER

Hidden gearshift mechanism is continued on both Synchro-
mesh and the Hydra-Matic models for 1956. This dulgn -
corporates the use of a lube encireling practically the entire
length of the steering shaft which is enclosed by the steering
column jacket. Thus, there is only one handsome column hold-
ing both steering column shaft and the gearshift lever. Open-
ings in the lower end of the column provide access for the
conneclions which lead to the transmission.

HYPOID REAR AXLE

Pontiae continues to use a 11_‘_;p()i(i rear axle, permitting lower
car floors and bodies with minimum bulge in rear compart-

ment floors.

With hypoid gears, the tooth strength is greater in relation
to ring gear diameter, avoiding tooth fracture by fatigue due
to high bending stress. Bearing loads are reduced because of
the lower gear spiral angle. In addition, this type of gear
lends itsell to a high standard of quietness.

The rear axle is of heavy, rugged construction and is encased
in a non-deflecting steel housing formed i two halves, an
upper and a lower, securely welded together, with brake
flanges butt welded to the ends. Pontiac’s great rear axle is
an important factor in the car’s st(—'a’l(]y. consislent economy.

CHOICE OF AXLES

Cars euluipped with Synchramesh transmission have a stand-
ard Jow axle ratio of 3.64, and a special “hills™ ratio of 3.90
is available. The low 3.08 or 3.23 axle ratio is continued on
models having Hydra-Matic transmission.

www.PontiacSafari.com
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REAR AXLE BUMPER

An interesting innovation for 1955 which reflected the inge-
nuity of Pontiac’s engineers is a rear axle bumper mounted
on the body by means of a steel bracket above the nose of
the dilfeventinl. Continued for 1956, this synthetic rubber
bumper limits propeller shaft vertical travel, and floor tunnel
height is therefore less than would otherwise be necessary.
Interior roominess is thus conserved.

PONTIAC'S MUFFLER AND ALUMINIZED TAIL
NEW MUFFLING SYSTEM

PIPE

To insure ideal operation with Pontiac’s increased displace-
ment engine. the mufllling system for 1956 has been re-
evaluated and changed. The exhaust pipe, brand and tail
pipe diameter have been inercased % inch for freer engino
breathing. For the same reason, and in view of the change in
valve liming, internal construction of the mulller is new and
its tuning chambers have been tailored to provide optimum
muflling performance. As in 1955, the muffler is oval-shaped,
uses multiple pipes and is double-jacketed to minimize noise
and heat radiation. Mounting of the system has been revised
to meet installation and durability w(,[unemcnls. The use ol
the aluminized tail pipe is continued, and its outer end is
now bent downward to more cllectively deflect exhaust gases
away from the bumper and facilitate deflector mounting.
Dual exhausts are also available as a new 1956 ACCEeSSOTY.

DIFFERENTIAL

Differential gears are carefully matched in sets and thoroughly
inspected when installed, Provision has been made for easy
lubrication. The differential carrvier is high-grade casting,
adequalely ribbed to insure rigidity.

Pre-loaded, self-aligning taper roller bearings support the
differential carrier assembly in the axle housing, while the

p';l’li”ll (T("!l' tirns on lElPE’l‘é‘d rﬂ]]{'l‘ []( '11'il]g\' fl'ﬂnt E‘I](l Tear.
Wheel bcanngs are single-row ball bearings sealed against

dirt and dust, and rear wheel bearings are lubricated [or life
—an important cconomy feature.




TUBELESS TIRES—ALL MODELS

You will notice from the illus-
tration at the left that when a
nail enters the tubcless tire,
the liner material tends to
cling to the penetrating object.
This action reduces the possi-
bility of air loss due to pune-
‘Liil'l”-‘

Tubeless lives, enthusiastically received by Pontiac owners
in 1955, will be used on all 1956 models. In these tires, need
for inmmer tubes has been outmoded by a design which pro-
vides an airtight seal between the tire and wheel. This seal-
ing is accomplished by ribs on the tire head that bear against
the wheel outer flange and tight seating of the bead base on
the wheel rim taper. Advantages attributable to these tires
include (1) better ride as less heat is generated during high-
speed driving, thus, air pressure rise is reduced; {2) greater
durability due to lower operating temperatures; and (3) less

susceptibility to air loss or leakage from punctures. Sl
j
masca d —n o W . Wl S
— e

There are several approved methods of up.unnL, tubeless
tires. The one illustrated below is ealled the “gun method.”
With this svstem, holes not exceeding 35-inch (hmm ter may
he lr.'pm(d while the tire is still on the wheel, Owners will
appreciate this pm‘hcu].n method for its extreme convenience.
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CHASSIS SPECIFICATIONS

GENERAL INFORMATION 56-27 h§-28
Wheelbase—MNominal. . .. ... .. ....... .. 122 124
Tread—Front—At Ground . . .. ... .. ....... . 58.66 58.66
Tread —Rear—At Ground. 59.05 59.05
Taxable Horsepower .. ... ... ..... 49.6 49.6
Standard Rear Axle Ratio
(Synchromesh Transmission} 3.64:1 3.64:1
Standard Rear Axle Ratio
(Hydro-Matic Transmission) . . . . 3.08:1 3.23
Tire Size—4-Ply (Except Station Wagons} 7:10 x 15
inflation Pressure Cold —Front (exc. Air Cond.). 24 psi 24 psi
Front {Air Cond.). .. .. 26 psi 26 psi
Rear........ 24 psi 24 psi
Tire Size— Special Equipment—4-Ply . . . ... .. 7.60 x 15
Inflation Pressure Cold—Front and Rear (Se-
dans and Coupes) . . . 22 psi Front
20 psi Rear
Oil Capacity (Crankcase Refill Less Filter) . 5 Qts. 5 Qts.
Quanfity to Fill from "Add Qil" to "Full”. .. 2 Qits. 2 Qts.
Water Capuacity—Full (Without Heater] . 22.7 Qts. 227 Qts,
Fuel Tank Capacity {Except Station Wagons) .. 20 Gals. 20 Gals.
Type of Drive . 0 ) e i Ol S ) 5 (A S Hotchkiss
Turning Diameter—Curb to Curb. 42'5" 42'm”
Turning Diameter—Wall to Wall. . 4411" 45'5"
Road Clearance—Minimum with Location. . ... .6.70 at Bottom of Side Rails
Road Clearance—Rear Axle—With Passengers. 7.68 7.68

L.H. Front Door Pillar
Front Face of R.H.
Cylinder Block Bank

Location Car Serial Number on Body. .

Location Car Serial Number on Engine . .

-

]
]
]
]
]

]
]

CLUTCH

Make

No, of Clutch-driven Discs .

Type Pressure Plate Spring. . . . :
Facing Size (O.D. x 1.D. x Thickness) . .
Facing Material

Drive-through Cushion Springs
Release Bearing. ... ..

Clutch Pedal Booster Spring .
Clutch Pedal Pressure—Average

TRANSMISSION

Synchromesh Transmission—Standard . .

Second and Third Speed Synchronized
Extension on Main Shaft .

Steering Column Gearshift .

Type Shift.

Shift Booster Spring. .. ..

Gearshift Lever Adjustable

Number Forward Gears

Helical Gears T Nt

Constant Mesh Second . .

Countershaft Bearings

Number Ball and Roller Bearings Used

Transmission Ratio—First. . | .
Transmission Ratio—Second .
Transmission Ratio—Third
Transmission Ratio—Reverse .
Lubrication Capacity. . . ... . .. .

S.AE. Viscosity Number Recommended
Year Around

56-27 56-28
Inland with Long-driven
Member
One One
Diaphragm
10.0 x 675 x .13
Woven Molded

Yes Yes
Sealed Ball Bearing
Yes Yes
19 Lbs. 19 Lbs.
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
Mechanical
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
3 3
All Speeds
Yes Yes
Roller Roller
5 3
2.39:1 2.39:1
1.53:1 1.53:1
1.00:1 1.00:
2.53:1 2.53:1
2.5 Pts. 2.5 Pis,

EP 80 or 90 Gear
Lubricant

73 )



UNIVERSAL JOINTS AND PROPELLER
SHAFT

Make . < N b i B
Number and Type Universal Joints. . . .
Type Universal Joint Bearings.
Recommended Lubricant (Service). . ..
Type Drive. .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ...,
Type Propeller Shaft.

Diameter of Propelier Shaft .

REAR AXLE
B e S e e et S o I
GEAE TY PBicsin # s ot s ce 25 wimihl 405 svivs e e 205

Gear Ratio—Standard Synchromesh
Transmission . .. ... ... ...

Gear Ratio—Hills—Synchromesh
Transmission . .

Gear Ruho—Stundurd Hydru Matic Drive
(Except Station Wagon)

Gear Ratio—Standard—Hydra-Matic Drive

{Station Wagon)
Lubricant Capacity . . .
Type Recommended Year Around . .

WHEELS

Rim (Size and Fiunge Type) -
‘Wheel Discs—Star Chief & 870 Models
Except 870 Station Wagons

174

56-27

56-28

Saginaw
2—Cross Type
Antifriction

. High Melting Point Wheel

Bearing Lubricant
Hotchkiss
Tubular Tubulor
3.00 3.0

Semifloating

Hypoid Hypoid
3.64: 3.64:1
3.920:1 3.90:1
3.08:1 3,231
3.23:1 None

3.25 Pts. 3.25 Pts,

Passenger Car Duty
SAE-90 Hypoid Lubricant

Steel Disc
15x 5% K

Yes Yes

www.PontiacSafari.com
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FRONT SUSPENSION

Independent Coil Spring Type
Pivot Bearings .

Neoprene Dust Seals. .

Caster Angle (Curb Weight). .. ... ... . .
Camber Angle {Curb Weight). . ..
Toe-In (Outside Tread—Inches) .
Type Shock Absorbers. ... .
Shock Absorbers— Manufacturer

Kingpin Bearing—Type

Kingpin Thrust Bearings—Type
Front Springs—Type .
Front Stabilizer—Type

REAR SUSPENSION

Springs—Type. , ;
Length—Springs., .. ..... .. . .
Width—Springs. .. .. ..., ...
Full Length Spring Liners ...

Spring Shackles, ..
Silent Bloc Rubber Spring Bushlngs

Spring Bushing Lubricators Required. . .

Auxiliary Rubber Springs, . ... ... ... ..

Shock Absorbers—Manufacturer, .
Shock Absorbers—Type

STEERING

Steering Control Type, .

Over-all Steering Rcho—Siundcnd

L S s

56-27 56-28
Yes Yes
Threaded
Yes Yes

0 to .04"
Two-way Direct
Acting—Sealed

Delco Delco

Line Reamed Bronze

Bushings
Ball Bearings

Coil Coil
Link Link
Leaf Leaf
58 60

2 2
Yes Yes

Compression Type

Yes Yes

No No

Yes Yes
Delco Delco

Two-way Direct
Acting—Sealed

Link-parallelogram
25:1 251

..1" Negative plus or minus 4 °

. ¥2° Positive plus or minus ¥2°
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STEERING — Continued

Over-all Steering Ratio— Power Steering . .
Gear—Type

Ball Thrusi Bearing. 3
Adijustment for Thrust Bearings . .. . .. ... ..
Adjustment for High Point. .. .. .. . ... . .
Steering Wheel Diometer . .

Steering Column Diameter. . .,

BRAKES

Hydraulic—Internal Expanding. . .
Diameter and Widih of Shoes—Front. . . .
Diameter and Width of Shoes—Rear.. ... ..
Thickness Lining . P e

Front Wheet Cyimder Bore

Rear Wheel Cylinder BOre,
Length and Number of Primary Linings—

BPORY s i 2 e s

Rear.

Length and Number of Second’dry lengs—
Front. ..

Rear.

Effective Area

Lining— Material

Broke Drum—Type and Moterial . . |

Multiple Brake Seals—Front and Rear.. .. .. ..

Per Cent Brake Effectiveness—Rear.

Location Parking Brake Lever

Parking Brake Operates On. .
Area Parking Brake Linings

Brake Cables Sealed Against Mud, lce. .. . ...

176

5627 56-28
22.5:1 22.5:1
Recirculating Ball Bearing
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
18 18
2.38 2.38
Yes Yes
12 x 2.25
T 2. 7S
.20 .20
1.06 1.06
.94 94
10.05—-2 10.05—2
9.29—-2 9.29—2
12.92—2 12.92—-2
11.93—2 11.93—2
178 Sq. In.
Molded Molded

Steel Shell with Centrif-
ugally Cast Alloy Iron
Braking Surface

Yes
43.7

Yes
43,7

Under Cowl—Left Side
Rear Wheels
74 Sq. In.

Yes

ww\g'._PontiacSafari.com )

Yes

1

I
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56-27

-1 FRAME

JChannel Section Side Rails and Cross Members
With Straight |-Beam "X" Members. ... . . Yes

Channel Depth—Maximum . . 6.06
]Chunnel Width—Maximum. . ...... .. ... 2.34

Channel Thickness (Except Converhble Coupe) 14

Channel Thickness—Convertible Coupe . None
]Boxed Side Members—Convertible. ... . ... .. None

BALANGE TOLERANCES OF ROTATING

AND RECIPROCATING PARTS

Universal loint and Propeller Shaft—Each End. .75 In. Oz.
]Tires and Wheels. .. ... . = il 25 In. Oz,
“Rear Brake Drum Assembly. ... ..... ...... 12 In. Oz

Front Wheel Hub end Brake Drum Assembly . 8 In. Oz,

56-28

Yes

6.09

2.36
16
19
Yes

75 In, Oz,
25 In. Oz,
12 In. Oz.

8 In. Oz.
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Other important changes also made include elimination of
oy various pipes and reduction in the number of valves plus a l
39 per cent capacity increase of the front oil pump. As a l
I result, the possibility of inconsistent operation caused by too '
little oil has been greatly reduced and makes a larger oil [
e = reserve available for all transmission sub units. Gear noise .
SEN SATIONAL NEW ; has also been reduced to a minimum. which results in «
= e = quicter fransmission vperation.
HYDRA-MATIC DRIVE - .
T ge
) A 2-3 TRANSITION
Pontiac has been using the Hydra-Matic transmission since g - o BT
194‘8 and first introduced the "I')uui-Runge“ principle in 1952, - e
an improvement that has increased pcrl'n}muum and economy by -2 TRANSITION
of operation. And now in 1936, GM engineers have devel-
oped a completely new automatic transmission that is referred = =
to as the “Strato-Flight” Hydra-Matic. 1t was a known fact 3-4 TRANSITION
that there was a smooth transition of power in the Hydra- e This illustration shows the smooth
! .\-'I-fatic- Auid coupling, so GM engineers decided to see il ﬁ'."::-"-mf-::-‘l-—f:: H,‘?Qfé“ﬁ'l.;?ﬁ '(:§|?§\1;§:;m:fi?,:f
this smoothness could be adapted to serve as once of the - = - i pared with oiher: Hydro:Matic
transmission’s clutching mechanisms as well. The result L= R
g : : ' ore
was development of a small coupling and a sprag clutch to ol
replace the dutch-l)und arrangement in the Hydra-Matic
transmission front unit. This coupling could transmit torque = -
to its driven member whenever the fluid was present in the I
. Pery added coupling. The chart on the follgwmiEs: age i An oil cooler, which formerly was an optional accessory, has
'\\ :llustr;itgﬁbe remarkable Bransition smoothnesg (1{”Tﬁ|ii{w ; now  become standard equipment with the Strato-Flight
£ "'\ﬂ?‘?ﬁff}?}ﬁ’ilﬂﬁ?‘mi\ / 1 = } b - Hydra-Matic transmission. This was done to insure the best
L ff 2 AN | e 4 -
‘ The “part théditle downshift”, introducet heen il t}pc:-mh-m.;.‘ af ”.m_ i
i retained for 1950. With the Strato-Elightt, its s'p)eud range B Gandmton i, o
Ajsr toy ‘lt}(‘ ci();vhq?‘li!ft ‘Fm%n ﬁ. ] e temperlnfure
e ;i 4 range. Ratio transitions

/ / has been rajsed sp that you get an apftor
: tourth to third gedr.up to 35 mph

/ aceelerator 1. This. results i “a
/ 1’ 1gj&k-best‘fpg§/ﬁ/lv
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. are this made more uni-
1 o form throughout all driv-
ing conditions.
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What is
DUAL-RANGE HYDRA-MATIC? bt ]
Dual-Range Hydra-Matic gives Pontiac owners two separate

. power ranges as opposed Lo the single power range of other
] automatic transmissions. The two ranges are Traffie Range
. and Cruising Range. Traffic Range includes the conventional
first-sccond-thivd gear, while Criising Range incorporates a

. —  lowrth gear as well. Ity like having bwo separite engines.
i When driving in Traffic Range. al a speed of less than
{ - - twenty-five miles per hour, extra pressure on the aceelerator
pedal automatically downshitts the car from third to sceond.
— — Naturallv. this gives quicker. more instant power with the
resultant flexibility and quick aceeleration to help the driver

- et throangh all traffie sitnations smoothly.

Cruising Range offers the ideal power for highway driving

I ] or cruising on the boulevard. The moment the fourth gear is
L A reached. Ponline’s Eeonomizer Rear Axle — with very low

ratio of 3.08 or 3.23—allows the engine to work easily and
- . effortlessly  with substantial power and  maneuverability.

Worthwhile gasoline suvings should result. The motor is
quieted—makes for more resthul, relaxed highway driving.

183
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“LO” RANGE

With the control lever positioned at “LO7, the lransmission
remains in the lower gear ratios. This provides masimum
power and gears the engine for ideal braking assist on sieep
grades. What's more, because of an over-controlled valve
bady, with central lever set at “LO7, the transmission will
shilt to fonrth gear at approximately 48 mph. In addition to
its protective feature, this item is considered to be of salety
significance since, even though the shift lever is accidentally
moved frem “DR” to “LO” range while traveling at a high
rate of speed, the transmission would remain in fourth gear
and the shock or jar which otherwise might result is avoided,

REVERSE GEAR

A shift into reverse gear can be accomplished from any other
drive position as long as the car is not going more than 5
mph. If a driver is rocking his car in snow or mud, he need
not come to a complete stop before shifting from “LO™ to “R™.

NEW PARKING POSITION

New for 1956, a park position has been included on the shilt
indicator as part of the new Strato-Flight Hydra-Matic trans-
mission. When the shilt lever is in the “P” position, the car
may be parked on an incline with minimum danger of having
the car roll backwards. Another feature is the fact that the
engine may be started in the “park”™ position as well as in
“neutral” so you don’t lose the “park” advanlages. A me-
chanical lock prevents accidental movement of shift lever
when in “park™ position. Cars not equipped with Strato-
Flight transmission should use “reverse” for their “park™ posi-
tion as was the case in the 1955 models.

L™

oy

WHAT IS HYDRA-MATIC DRIVE?

Hydra-Matic Drive consists of a fluid coupling and an auto-
matic transmission. To simplify the idea for easy understand-
ing, a fluid coupling may be likened to two clectric faus_
facing each other. When one fan is turned on, the force ol
the air circulating between the two will cause the other fan
to rotate. Duplicz_lte these fans in metal, place them face to
face without yuite touching in an oil-filled, enclosed char_nber
and vou have a fluid coupling. Both fans. or halves of the
fluid coupling, are provided with shafts—one attached to
the engine crankshaft. the other to the transmission, When
one fan or “torus” member is rotated by the engine, it acts as
a giant oil pump, circulating the oil in the passage between

the blades. This circulating oil rotates the other “torus” mem-
ber, which in turn drives the transmission. Because engin('
power is transmitted this wav through a liquid, it is called
fluid coupling.

In back of the Huid coupling is vour Dual-Range  Hvdra-
Matie trunsmission. When the ear is in motion, the transmis-
sion “feels” its respective car speed by means of a governor
which makes sure the shift points occur in sequence accord-
ing to car speed and engine power,




e

186

.. www.PontiacSafari.com

HERE'S WHAT DUAL-RANGE HYDRA-MATIC
DRIVE CAN DO FOR YOU!

SIMPLIFY CAR DRIVING — With Pontiac’s Dual-Range
Hydra-Matic Drive, you just step on the gas and gol No
more cluteh pedal to worry about! The only controls on the
Hoorboard are the accclerator and 1):.1!\(‘-})0(] il. You can
give all your attention to the road and traffic conditions,
letting Dual-Range l{v(]m Matic choose the correct gear for
car speed. With Pontine's Dual-R: ange Hydra-Matic, even
inexperienced drivers can make smooth starts, smooth shifts
and stops . . . and even more important, can concentrate
entirely on manipulating the car safely.

GIVE YOU TOP-NOTCH PERFORMANCE—With the two
separate power ranges of Dual-Range Hvdra-Matic, you can
select instant acceleration in Traffic Rang,e or smooth, Hoat-
ing power for the h1g]mf.w in Cruising Range. And when the
car is in the fourth gear in Cruising Ranfrc Pontiac’s Econ-
omizer Rear Axle takes over to reduce engine revolutions
and delivers extra-efficient, extra- emnum,m] engine opera-
tion. Dual- Range Hvdra-Matic always knows h(m' fast the
car is going and sele cts the correct gear for best performance.

If a sudden burst of speed is needed in either Traffic or
(rmsmg Range. Dual-Range Hydra-Matic  automatically
dowmh:lts—wntlml certain top spcecl limits—swhen the ac-
celerator pedal iy pushed to the foor.

The power slippage between the driving and driven mem-
bers of the Huid coupling is practically negligible at all specds
with Dual-Range Hydra-Matic.

This means that vou get all the power of which your Pon-
tiac is capable with maximum efficieney. This efficiency may
be markedly contrasted with power and fuel squandering
slippage of some other antomatic transmissions.

OFFERS EXTRA SAFETY—With manual operations cut to
i minimum, Pontiac’s Dual-Range Hydra-Matic reduces
driver effort and the resultant driver fatigue. Because vou

hots

have only to guide the car and concentrate on where you're
going w;thout the necessity of constant sl'uftmg, you're more
1(‘]«1.\0(1 and a safer driver. too.

And with power slippage reduced to a minimum, you realize
greater safety in other ways. Should you have to move your
car quickly or need instant acceleration, your Pontiac Hydm-
Matic whisks you away from a standing start in a jiffy.
Should vou need a burst of speed to pass on the highway
c]va.ssmg, the gas pedal—-at speeds less than seventy m1|u
an hour—will 11ml<e Dual-Range Hydra-Matic dilt(‘l]'l]dt]('dn_\’
shift down and deliver a surge of speed.

The dunger of skidding on a slippery surface is also reduced
with Pontiac’s Dual-Range Hydra-Matic. Because the en-
gine is always linked to the wheels, the car is alws s in gear,

And for greater safety on long grades or steep mountain
roads, positive engine braking power can be supplied by the
engine. A quick shift into Traffic Range or “LO” causes the
engine to [urnish braking power, minimizing constant foot
braking as well as brake wear.

OFFERS EXCELLENT ECONOMY—Pontiac's Dual-Range
Hy dra-Matic automatically chooses the most efficient gear
ratio for any kind of por[omnnce usually more correctly
than could the most experienced driver. This cfficiency as-
sures the very best cconomy that can be had with an auto-
matic transmission.

The “fourth” speed of Dual-Range Hydra-Matic in Cruising
Range takes advantage of a low rear axle ralio—3.08 or
3.23—which reduces engine revolutions, letting the engine
work easily and effortlessly while delivering all of its power
to the rear wheels. This results in improved gasoline mileage
and, as Pontine dealers know, great owner salistaction. It
also means longer engine life.

The elimination of the cluteh and the smooth power flow of
Pontiac’s Dual-Range Hydra-Matic also prolong tire life, as
they eliminate the tire wear incident with clutch application
in conventional transmissions. So you sce that whether your




new 1956 Ponliac has the Strato-Flight or the regular Dual-
Range Hydra-Matic transmission, you know that you're going
to get all the power, performance and safety that Dual-Range
Hydra-Matic has long been noted for. Millions of miles
driven by thousands and thousands of happy Pontiac owners
throughout the world attest to the superiority and economy
of the Dual-Range Hydra-Matic Drive. ' :
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HYDRA-MATIC
TRANSMISSION SPECIFICATIONS

56-27 56-28
Hydra-Matic Transmission .Accesscry  Accessory
Safety Start Ignition Yes Yes
Duel-Range Drive . . C e Yes Yes
"LO" Range Start and Drive in Second Gear. .  Yes™ Mo
Four Forword Speeds—One Reverse. . . . Yes Yes
Plonetary  GEaringlae = ob v s 15 25w wsis Yes Yes
Gear Raotio (Except Station Wagons). . 3.08 3.23
Gear Ratio (Station Wagons). . . ... ... .. 3.23 None
Transmission Ratio—First . e 410:1% 3.97:1
Transmission Ratio—Second. ... .. ... . ..., 2.63:1% 2.55:1
Transmission Ratio—Third . . .. ... .. .. 1.55:1 1.55:1
Transmission Ratio—Fourth 1.00:1 1.00:1
Transmission Ratio—Revarse 4.62:1% 4.31:1
Cone Clutch Reverse. . . .. P Yes Yes
tocked Geer Parking with Selector Lever in ... Reverse Parking
Position Position
Forced Downshift Response up to. ... 65mph 70 mph
Part Throttie Forced Downshift Speed —mph. .. 28 Max.® 35 Max.
Lubricant Capacity—Dry Refill (Pt} 21.0* 21.9
We: Refill (PL) . ... .. 19.0* 18.7

Type Lubricant Recommended Year 'Round. .

*Excep! Safari which is same as 56-28 model.

GM Hydra-Matic
Drive Fluid AQ-ATF
Type A
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‘ NEW AIR CONDITIONING NEW SIX-WAY POWER FRONT SEAT
POWER BRAKES = = ELECTRIC WINDOW LIFTS
NEW POWER STEERING L 3 NEW DUAL-EXHAUST SYSTEM
| All skillfully designed and engineered to make driving the new 1956 Pontiac the most comfortable and enjoyable ever!
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PONTIAC’S
NEW AIR CONDITIONING

®* Provides greater cooling on demand

®* Removes moisture (humidity) in the air

® leaves trunk darea free for maximum
carrying capacity

192

Poutiac’s [ront-discharge air conditioning system (not avail-
able with Svnchromesh  Transmission) with components
located forward of the dash is again available for 1956,
completely revised and with many unpmtrmf improvements.
This new 1956 air mnch'")mn; unit is mpwble of prov 1dn|g
greater cooling on demand, Letter durability, easier operation,
more compactness and simplified installation which result
in easier service, if required. The basic purpose of air con-
(liti()ninb‘ of course, is to prc:vi(*lc' cooled air within the ear
fur the added comlort of the driver and his passengers. An
indirect advantage, however, is the reduction of wind whistle
and traflic noise, dust and pollen eniry, and other discomlorts
in general since windows may be l\opl closed with comlort
even in the warmest we, eather. The air conditioner n ay be
used to lower breathing level temperature even when it

necessary to employ the car heater for warming the [oor
and, as a consequence, spring and lall season use in temperale
climates mav be appreciated. In warm elimates year-round
use is assured. As compared to other types of air C(}ndllmmng
svstems, in Ponliac’s system refrigerant lines are shorter and
therefore less subject to deteriovation; the trunk compartment
is left free for luggage transport; ducting in the body of the
car is eliminated: and servicing is slmphﬁed What's more,
all air is filtered before it enters the intervior of the car.

From an operation strmfipoml one of the features of Pontiac
aiv conditioning for 1956 is the fact that all controls are
centrally Tocated lor qumk and easy operation. The separale
recireulation knob which 1(‘])Lwed the right-hand ventilator
control in 1955 has been eliminated. its function having
heen combined with a umitary lever which is part of the new
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control panel. Thus both standard air
available for use, if desired.

Air c-nnr]itioniﬂg temperature regulating controls convenicntly
located above the radio panel, have been skii]fuliy restyled for
new appearance and to accommodate changes” which have
l)('('nl} made in the unit’s operation. This control pi;mt'l‘ i
(—wlnlpp_cd_ with lights to facilitate the operation of the uilr
conditioning unit while driving ai night. The 1956 temperature
control lever moves in a horizontal plane from laft to right

to provide all stages of performance, depending on the
amoumt of cooling desired. The first station on the control
panel is “OFF” which meang that when the control ]{"‘V{"l' is
:‘1!' ll.lis pnsiti‘m;, no cool air will be brought ix;tn Llru- L';l'l'
Interior. Moving on, the next station is “VENT”. When the
control lever is at this position, the blower will automatically
go on and uncooled air will be admitted through :1‘i|‘ 1"(;1;-
_dllmnmg outlets located at each end and at the conter of the
msl'rn.mvnt panel. The next Position 15 “ON". which nlc-tivwl'c'\.'
th'e air con(litioning compressor and the unit is Upm'ulf:lnj !‘nlr
minimum cold. When the control lever is moved fur{‘hi'r to
the right, more and more coldness s progressively provided

ventilators wre now

-

et AL

Ly et s

wntil the desired amount is reached. The next indication is
labeled “OUTSIDE™, at which point the air being eirculated
is coming [rom ouiside the car only. As the lever is pushed
on to the right toward the indication, “INSIDE”, the amount
of outside air admitted is progressively reduced and the
amount of recireulated or inside air admitled to the cooling
unit iy increased. When this is done (assuming that the
svstem has heen operating lfor some time). temperature
differential is less and the cooling unit can therefore lower
inside air temperature more than waould otherwise he possible.

So vou can see that at maximum cooling, most of the air
being cooled is reciveulated aiv, although a small amount of
outside air is mixed with the recireulated air at all times,
This last provision not only prevents the infiltration of hot.
atside air. but also minimizes any chance of window fogging,
which might oceur under some atmospherie conditions. And
whether the air comes lrom inside or outside, it is filtered
hefare it enters the evaporator,

A blower switch, which is located just to the right of the
control fever, has two positions, “"LOW™ and “HIGH”, and
may be turped to whichever speed is desired. The blower,
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bV tll(‘ \\'.'1_\,'. cCOmaes on illll(]!ﬂﬂif(‘:l”\" \\-']'iL‘!!EVE!l‘ i]]P ilil' con-
chl'mnmg system is n]wt'uling.

There are three outlets within the car. One, in the right side
of the air conditioning control panel, contains a valve deflector
plate which may be moved to shut off air or to change the
di_r('ction of air flow in a vertical position. The others consist
of neat, adjustable nozzles which are mounted in recessed
ball sockets at each end of the instrument pancl. These may
be moved to divect the air in many  dircctions—along the
inside roof line, downward, directly at the pussenqc:rs or
sidewise. '

In the engine compartment, most apparent are the changes
made for 1956 in the air circulation system. An air inlet
assembly, which inchides the air selector valve and filter, is
mounted on the dash below the right-hand section of the
cowl air inlet: the blower is mounted immediately forward
of this assembly. Outside air is admitted to the svstem
through the cowl inlet that is also used for the ventilators
located on either side of the front passenger compartment.
Recireulated air, however, enters the cooling system through
an elongated entrance in the dash. This :;:‘ra_ngcmenl thus
permits the use of the single selector valve to control the
amount of outside air mixed with inside air.

After passing lhmugh't‘])o blower, air is next admitted to the
evaporator assembly. The evaporator core, new for 1936, is
larger and as a result provides greater cooling capacity and
lower temperatures on demand. ‘

T:]1@ main components of the refrigvmtion portion of Pontiac's
air conditioner are the same as those used in most houschold
refrigeration systems; that is, refrigerant, COMPIessor, con-
denser, liuid receiver, and the evaporator or cmi]ing element.

The refrigerant used is Freon 12, a nontoxic, nonflammable,
practically odorless gas having a very low boiling point. This
gas operates in a closed system and by varions changes in
state—from gas to liquid to gas—cools the air coming in
contact with the evaporator or rofrl'(;m‘:ttine; core. The r_:mimlinﬂ
cyele works like this: Freon gas under Lprcssm-e is drawn
nto the new compressor. From there it is delivered, under
high pressure and temperature, to the condenser. Mounted
in the front of the radiator and, therefore, subjeet to cooling

tiacSafari.com
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air from the engine fan or car motion, the condenser cools
the gus as il travels from top to bottom in the core, at which
point it becomes a ligquid under high pressure. This licuid
then passes into the receiver and dehydrator, which act as :
reservoir, and from there to the thermostatic expansion valve
which is controlled by a temperature-sensitive conlrol.

As the Freon leaves the thermostatically controlled expansion
valve, it enters the evaporator (which is actually the cooling
unit) as a liquid at a low temperature and under low pressure.

Passage of warm air ever the evaporalor causes the Tiguicl
reon to boil and return to o gaseous state. In changing from
a liguid to a gas, the Freon absorbs heat from the air passing
through the evaporator, thereby cooling the air, The cool air
is discharged into the car, while the Freon gas is drawn into
the compressor to repeat the eycle.

Compression is accomplished l))-’ a new, more durable axial
tvpe. five-cylinder compressor located on the right front
corner of the engine. As (:umpure(l with 1955, this compressor
has a heavier crankshaft, a lurger main bearing and modified
clutch, It is equipped with an oil pump which takes oil from
a built-in veservoir to provide desived lubrication. For 1956,

a new compressor mounting will also be nsed.

A magnetic type cluteh is an integral part of the compressor
drive. When the instrument panel control lever is moved to
“QON". the electrical cirenit is energized and a new thermostat,
it refrigeration is required, will energize electrieal windings
at the front of the compressor. causing engagement of two
drive plates, and the compressor will start Lo operate. 1f the
cooling situation is such that no refrigeration is required, the
new temperature-sensitive thermostat will cause the cluteh to
disengage. This thermostat may be adjusted by the instru-
n':L'nt"p;tnc'l control lever in accordance with the degree of
cooling desired. This permits the cluteh to run only when
relrigeration is requived. As previously noted, the compressor
cantiol operate until control lever is moved to “ON".

Pontiae’s condenser for 1956 has an improved finning con-
strnetion to merease efficiency. It consists of four tubes in
paraliel, serpentined to make twenly-six horizontal  passes
across the face of the core and is located in front of the
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radiator for maximum 'umling cffect. To the right and
separate from the condenser is a cvlindrical :lehwh.ltm and
receiver. The evaporator is located inside the l]ousmg, which
is mounted to the dash on the right-hand side of the engine
compartment. Other elements of thc refrigerant system include
a sight gauge in the main liguid le{rlqc ant line, near the
thermostatic expansion valve, which permits easy inspeclion
of l(‘[IIL‘t* rant change condition through a s_)hss -covered
opening,

With this installation, front springs are of heavy-duty design.
Fngine and other chassis modifications include use of a five-
bladed fan (instead of the four-bladed type); high output
generator and regulator; o special radiator assembly and
modified harmonic balancer; a special intake manifold and
heavy- ~duty air cleaner (accessory) as well as water pump
pulley: heavy ~duty fan belt and fan pulley. A baflle installed
above the radiator improves radiator cooling effectiveness by
insuring the passage of a larger volume of air through the
radiator.

PONTIAC’S

POWER BRAKES

Reduce fatigue . . . make brake application

almost effortless!

FFor 1956, two power braking systems will be installed at the
l.lclmy '1110 Moraine unit, as deseribed and illustrated here,
differs in some technical aspects from the Bendix, but
basically has the same over-all braking effect. For a thorough
explan: ttion of the Bendix system, please see your service
manual.

Power brakes utilize atmospheric pressure, assisted by engine
vacuum, to provide much of the foree needed to apply the

brakes. Driving is easier. more pleasant. less tiving. As the
hrake pedal, which is suspended from the siomlng column, is
closer to the toe board and pedal travel is less than with
conventional hrakes, the amount ol necessary foot and leg
movement is minimized. Reaction time is decreased and stop-
ping distance is proportionately shortened—an important safety
tactor. Sufficient application force has been retained m the
system to provide a desirable amount of brake pedal “feel”,
however, Briefly, those are the very great advantages of
Pontinc's Power Braking System. Here is how it \vmks.

Fundamentally, the Pontine Power Brake is a self-contained
hydraulic vacuum braking device utilizing engine intake
manifold vacium and atmospheric pressure for ity operation,
I eonsists of fwo main sections:

I A wvacuum power eylinder which containg the power
piston including the control valve with reaction mech-
anism, piston return spring, and hydraulic plunger.

1o

A hvdranlic master eylinder which containg a eylinder
|}h|;i assembly. a u)mpensahng valve, a conventional
check valve, and a fuid reservoir. The hydranlic master
evlinder  plinger projects l]umlgh the cylinder plug
power piston and is
v hydraulic piston reaction plate,

.I\HHTII)]V |wm‘$J free to slide in the
secnred |

19‘?/
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DIAGRAM OF POWER BRAKE INSTALLATION

As shown below, Pontiac’s Power Brake replaces the conven-
tional brake master eylinder and is vigidly attached to the
toe board, Tt is operated from a brake pedal which is sus-
pended from the steering column and connects directly to the
valve push rod. Two external line connections are necessary:
one to connect the power brake with the intake manifold (for
a vacuum source), and one to connect the power brake into
the hydraulic brake system.

Air for operation is supplied through an air filter. Should
failure occur in the vacuum power svstem, brake application
can still be made, although greater effort is then required.
A vacuum reserve tank is included in the svsiem to retain
vacuwm assist for a time if the engine stalls.

STOP LIGHT SWITCH

<«—TO CARBURETOR
CHECK VALVE

TO WHEEL CYLINDERS

i)

VACUUM PORT
CLOSED

ATMOSPHERIC
PORT OPEN

POWER BRAKE RELEASED

A vacunm check valve s connected to the engine intake
manifold to prevent loss of vacuum when the manifold
vacuum falls below that in the power brake system. A tube
leads [rom this vacuum check valve to a vacuum reservoir
and then to the vacuum inlet tube inside the housing; a
coiled rubber hose leads to the power piston where a drilled
passage communicates with the valve chamber. At this point
the vacuum is stopped by an annular rubber seat on the
flouting conirol valve.

Atmospheric pressure comes through the air filter and through
smull holes in the power piston. From here it can flow
aroundl the open annular seat on the air valve and through
the passages Lhat lead Lo the space alwead of the power piston,
The air vilve is held away from the foating control valve by
the valve return spring. Under these conditions, the power
piston is balanced by atmospheric pressure on both sides
and is held against the rubber stop washer by the large coil
retinmn spring.

In this position the radial holes in the end of the hydraalic
master eylinder plunger are open and the fluid can How
freelv in either direction between the hydraulic eylinder and
the Tlaid veservoir. Desived amount of vesidual pressure is
maintained in the brake lines by the check valve and spring.




POWER BRAKE APPLYING

As the brake pedal is depressed, the atmospheric pressure is
sealed off, and the space to the vacuum source is subse-
quently opened. Since the air valve remains closed during
this operation, the air is exhausted from the space in front
of the power piston and the atmospheric pressure in back of
the power piston moves the piston to the right. As this is
done. hydraulic pressure is built up in the hydraulic svstem
which in turn forces fluid through the hydraulic lines into
the wheel eylinders to apply the brakes. Mechanical reaction
is provided to insure that the operator experiences application
“teel” proportional to the degree of hrake application.

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE

HYDRAULIC

MANIFOLD PRESSURE

VACUUM

ATMOSPHERIC
PORT CLOSED

VACUUM
PORT OPEN

PARTIAL

K atm l
\:ENA OSPHERIC PARTIAL

PRESSURE

POWER ERAKE HOLDING

When desired pressure on the brake pedal is reached. the
power piston at this point has moved down until it rests on
amutlar rubber seat of the flonting control valve. When
the power piston is in this position, the air valve and floating
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control valve are closed—atmospheric as well as vacnumatic
openings are closed—and no farther movement lakes plce
mtil the load on the pedal s either increased or deercased.

MANIFOLD VACUUM

ATMOSPHERIC
PRESSURE

HYDRAULIC
PRESSURE

VACUUM
PORT CLOSED

ATMOSPHERIC
PORT CLOSED

i \\\

ATMOSPHERIC
PRESSURE

PARTIAL VACUUM

POWER BRAKE RELEASING

As the pressure on the pedal is rvletm;('t.'.l. the \-':}1\*(! retinmn
spring torces the air vilve to the lelt. The fl()ahlng control
valve remains seated on the power piston, shnttmg off the
vacuum to space and the air valve Moves away from the
foating control valve, allowing air to flow into the space.
Since both sides of the power piston are now open l‘n. atmos-
pherie pressure. the spring forees the piston back ;F;_l;ums_l i'h('.
rubber stop. As power piston aned hydruulic master (-_\-'hn.d(-*]
move back, Huid from the wheel ti'.\’EiH(!t‘l'H Hows hack into
the hvdraulic master cylinder through the check valve and
into the veservoir El‘n‘nflg’l] radial holes in the commterbored
ened ol the hvdranlic master (-I\«'!in(](-r piston.
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PONTIAC’S

,J/

NEW POWER STEERINC

gives instant response with minimum
of effort!

Pontiac’s Power Steering gear for 1956 is a completely new
unit. Operating on a ]wrh aulic pnnolple similar to that used
heretofore, the gear is now of in- -line type and incorporates
innovations which importantly improve its performance,
durability and serviceability. Drivers will particularly appre-
ciate the fact that the maximum effort required to turn the
ear under the most difficult turning conditions has been re-
cduced 34 per cent, while “road feel” has been retained.

P

Gl sl el

To distinguish maodels equipped with this device, the name
“Power Stecring” is added to the horn button of the 870
and Star Chiet model’s steering wheels, As illustrated, the
mame s in gold letters above and below the Indian head
emblem. This identification will inform all drivers of the car
that it is equipped with power steering, and to wateh for
the pleasures of driving this almost effortless way.

The mechanical element of this new steering gear is s'milar
to that used in Pontize’s mamual gear and consists of a
recirenlating ball type nuat in which a number of steel balls
act as a !nﬂhlv efficient rolling thread bhetween the steering
worm and the ball nut. This ball nut is asse mbled as a rigid
part of the piston and rack assembly which is geared to a
sector on the pitman shalt. Here, briefiv, is how the new
system functions:

[n neutral or straight-ahead position, oil Hows from a pump,
throngh open center valve and back lo the pump reservoir
without circulating in the power cvlinder. [t should be
understood that the power cylinder is full of eil at all times,
but in the straight-ahead position the pressure on both sides
of the piston is (':Ilml and very low, W hen the steering wheel
is twned, however, the dcenm_ worm tends to serew into the
ball nut. This sets off a series of reactions which ultimatelv
foree oil into the upper or lower hall of the pressure qllu—
der, while oil is foreed out of the opposite portion. Since the
pressure on either side of the piston is now unequal, the
power rack applies turning LﬂmL to the pitman shalt, which
results in the wheels being turned in the desired direction
with o minimum of effort. When the driver stops applying
steering pressure, the valve spool is foreed back to a neulral
position. unequal pressure on the piston is stopped and the
wheels, by virtue of steering geomelry, return to the neutral
or straight-ahead position. Calibration of this unit is such
that it only requires about five pounds effort on the steering
wheel to turn the car when parking—the most diffieult of
lm'nimj conditions. This represents a 34 per cent decrease
over that formerly ‘(‘(|lﬂl€(| By considerably reducing the
physical effort nl driving, Pontiac Power Sl(*clmﬂ adds more
pleasure and relaxation to every Irip. When you realize thal
approximately thirty-uine pounds of pressure are required
nnder some civeumstances with conventional steering, you
cun see just how much easier Pontine Power Steering mukes

t for the driver. As illustrated. next page, the .aitvnng shalt,
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worm and ball nut, power piston and rack, and the power
eylinder are all in-line. Sinee the valve is mounted on the
top side of the gear housing, external oil passages between
the valve and the cylinders are no longer necessary. There-
fore, all external lines and hoses. except the pressure and
return hoses between the pump and the valve. are eliminated
and possibility of oil leakage due to line breakage is
minimized.,

The new in-line hvdraulic steering gear assembly is inher-
ently more dorable. Cylinder, piston and rack are now of
unitary constraction, wnd design of the pitman shaft sector
is such that load required on the teeth to obtain desired pil-
man shalt rolation has been reduced. Also, loading of the
ball nut and worm is more uniform beeause of this new
arrangement. From a fabrication standpoint, the housing of
the indine gear is treated to provide an extremely durable
bearing surface between the piston and housing.

Also. because of changes in worm design (lead) and adop-
tion of the valve actuating lever, less wheel movement is
veguired to actuate the valve of the in-line gear. This allows
the driver o maintain belter control of the car.

Although mounted in the same position as in 1955, the
pump which supplies hydraulic pressure to the gear is also
entirely new and importantly improved, which will result in
better efficiecney and performance. Over-all steering ratio of
the new Power Steering installution is 22.5:1 as compared
to 341 ratio used in 19553, This reduces the amount of
steering wheel tirn necessary Lo abtain desired amount of
front wheel steer. With all these new changes und improve-
ments, Pontine’s Power Steering is sure to give cven more
p’:v:asm'e to your Pontiue driving.

S G e S s e R
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PONTIAC POWER STEERING OFFERS MORE EASE

AND COMFORT UNDER ALL DRIVING CONDITIONS

EAdaTty ",E.r-‘ ‘411
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PARKING or pulling
away from the curb
is accomplished with
ease when you have
Pontiac Power Steer-
ing. Wheels turn eas-
ily even when car is
standing still.

-

Y

TURNING tight cor-
ners or curves requires
comparatively little
more effort than a
gesture. Even while in
the process of turning,
Pontiac Power Steer-
ing maintains  “road
feel™.

RECOVERY from a
turn is the same as
in conventional steer-
ing. The wheels tend
to  straighten  them-
selves normally on all
types of turns.

SAFETY is important,
and Pontiac Power
Sicering absorbs road
shock and wheel kick-
ing on rough roads
and helps the driver
maintain conirol even
in case of a blow-oul.

4
ranall

fos

.4

-

L

{ i .i

b

-

PONTIAC'S NEW DUAL-EXHAUST SYSTEM

OFFERS BEAUTY AND PRACTICALITY, TOO!

Optional equipment for 1956, this (10!1‘1[)](‘[‘(-‘]__»’ new Pontiae
dual-exhaust system will be availabie for all of the new
maodels {except en the 560 4-Door Station Wagon). Il con-
sists of new pipes, mufllers and adapters, and various other
atinchiments te conform with design requirements. This unil
not only offers the sporting element of dual exhausts, hut also
has a very practical side, too, for it has the added advantage
of improved engine performance becanse of back pressure re-
duction resultant from the use of this new accessory, Mulller
capacity is increased sinee the dual muliflers are of basically
the same construction as the single type, so that the capacity
o pass exhaust guses {(with heat-control valve open) s, in
effect, doubled. Cleverly designed chrome-plated bezels (for
use on secddan and coupe models), attached to the lower edge
of the bumper, serve as exhaust deflectors; and new supports
and brackets assure sturdy, rattle-Iree attachment of all com-
ponents. With the chrome-plated bezels blending so well
with the rear bumper, it gives the exhaust outiets a “huilt-in”
look. Station Wagons with dual exhausts use two deflectors
similar to that used as an accessory on the single-exhaust
svstem.
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PONTIAC'S ELECTRIC
WINDOW LIFTS FOR 1956

®* Raise or lower windows at a touch of a
lever

®* Can be operated without first turning on
ignition

* All windows may be raised or lowered
from driver’s seat
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Ancther nptinn:ﬂ cquipment provision, in Pontiac’s strides
toward the ultimate in avtomatic driving, is electric window
lifts for use on all vertical-moving windows of all models.
With the pressure of one finger on a handsomely built-in
control switch, the driver or passengers can command win-
dows up or (]n\\fnfsmnul]ﬂ}* and cffortlessly.

All other operational parts of this equipment are hidden [rom
view. Window cranks, being unnccessary, are replaced by
neat, chrome toggle switches, Moving the switch up raises
the window. Moving the swilch down lowers the window.
Four switches are mounted on the left front door; thus, the
driver can raise or lower windows without moving from his
driving position—a definite safety advantage. Along with the
driver’s controls, front and rear seat passengers may control
their windows from individual switches located directly be-
low each vertical-moving window.

Power lor the movement of each window comes from a
divect-current. reversible electric motor. A worm gear at the
end of the motor's armature shaft—and a gear train consisting
of an intermediate nylon spur gear and a smaller pinion
gear—inerease (urning power to operate the crank sector.
This seclor, in turn, moves the window by a linkage arrange-
ment, The related mechanism, in effect, is much the same
as the conventional window-moving assembly, with the ex-
ception that an electric motor does the work [ormerly done
by rolation of the window erank.

As was the case in 1955, Pontiac’s Electric Window Lills
may be operated with or without the ignition’s being turned
on, Tach mator is also equipped with an internal circuit
breaker in order to prevent overheating, There is also another
cireuit breaker mounted on the shroud inner panel that pro-
tects associated wiring.
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| NEW
PONTIAC 6-WAY POWER SEAT

FOR 1956 ) During the aperation of the G-way power seat, a “click” will
H ' indicate to the operator that travel limit has been reached.
thuy pn’\'l}ming nnnecessary motor wear,

In keeping with the adoption of a greater number of power
units to provide greater driving ease and riding comfort,

% Pontiac introduces for 1956 a 6-way adjustable power- { 7]
4 operated front seat. Providing approximately 3" fore-or-aft Lo 4 PONTIAC'S MECHANICAL G-WAY SEAT
1 adjustment and 2” vertical rise, this new unit also permits
tilting the front seat forward or backward through a total i Also available for those who prefer it is the mechanically

angle of 15", Since six different modes of travel are thereby npf"ute «d G-way seat. Like the power seat, it has three con-
available, drivers of practically all sizes will be able to L trols: front lever, center button and rear lever, By the simple
automatically “tailor” seat position for their particular build
and desires. Design of the unit is such that an infinite num-
i ber of different positions are possible since no locking teeth

manipulation of the three controls, the seat may be adjusted
to 360 different positions.
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il are required. . |
For operation of the power unit, three topgle switches are l
| lr)cntoll on the left silcle of the front scuﬁzgund are easily - = INSTRUMENT PANEL SAFETY CUSHION 3
| manipulated by the driver. Move the front switch down and ‘ t
| the front part of the seat tilts down; move it up and the front — |
i3 part of the seat tilts up. Move the center switch forward and
the entire seat moves forward; move it back and the seat -
moves to the rear. By moving the rear switch down, the back
of the seat tilts down; move this rear switch up and the —

back of the seat tilts up. Use of both front and rear controls
provides vertical raising or lowering of seal as desired within
established limils.

Available factory-installed  or  denler-installed, this safety
cushion provides a shock-absorbing surface through the use of
fiber glass molded to fit the contour of the instrument panel.
It is then trimly covered with durable Morrokide in a range
of colers that harmonize with the instriment pan(—*] It not
only increases driving safety, but also cuts down reflected
sun glare. Not available in cars with air conditioning.
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Pontiac driving even more enjoyable!
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= = * o Underseat heater and defroster » De

@ 1 USI( luxe rodio and antenna e Back-up
- lamps e Tilting non-glare rear-view

mirror e Qil-bath air cleaner » Full-flow

7 group

» Glove compartment lamp = Visor

i ] conveni en(e vanity mirror e Luggag:e compartment

and trouble lamp » llluminated ash tray

e Instrument panel courtesy lamps

rou Hand brake signal » Underhood lamp
T ] s Qutside rear-view mirror
A

Exhaust deflector » Llighted hood

ornament # No-Mar fuel door guard
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cost you less by the group

= =4 gro U p s Rear fender shields
i T e T T S e
; /[ | E——
When you have vour Ponliac accessories installed al the L ]
lactory, they are put on the car while it is being built and ) comfor'l‘
i thus become a part of the assembly process. This means that ] + Windshield washers s Latex foam seat
you save not only on labor costs, but time as welll What's [_ 1 cushions s E-Z-Eye tinfed safety glass
more, your accessories are custom-installed to your individuwal __t rou
order and vour Pontiac is delivered (4(|L11Pp(‘d and ready to )
[ go. So you see, it really does cost you less when you buy o e I I O e R D
i il your Pontiac accessories by the group! i
| - ofection
i pr » Front bumper grille guards s Rear
! — —_— bumper wing guards
&l f 1
_ 1 group
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BASIC GROUP

Certain accessories are basic to driving enjoyment, and for
this reason, Ponliac has chosen six of the most-wanted acces-
sories and put them in the Basic Group. Each one was skill-
fully designed to increase driving comfort and pleasure,

VENTI-HEAT UNDERSEAT HEATER
AND DEFROSTER

Here is a system that
works for vou the
year ‘round ) giv-
ing vou warmth in
winter and air ciren-
lation in summer.
Large quantitics of
air, more free of dust
and  fumes, are ad-
mitted through the air
intake in the cowl,

and are brought into the passenger compartments through
The beautiful controls
are located on either side of the steering column, and the air
and temperature controls are individually operated by pro-
bruding ball-ended levers which move v mllmll\. Relevant con-

outlets located under the front seat
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BASIC GROUP

trol panels are plainly marked and are illuminated with glow-
gy \\«hll(.‘ lighting for might driving. The blower switch,
located between the vertical heater and ventilation control
panels, operates horizontally, During the winter, the AIR
control should be set at \OR\IAL and the TEMPERA-
TURE control set al whatever warmth is desired. Outside
aiv is then scooped up, warmed to the right degree and then
evenly distributed under gentie pressure through underseat
duets to all parts of the car. The defroster now h.ls two oul-
lets which ofter more efficient coverage of the windshield. In
ease ice has formed on the windshield, or perhaps during a
severe snow  storm, owner should move AIR control to
DE-ICE and TEMPERATURE control to HIGH. In ex-
tremely cold \\--eal'}'lfrr. move the AIR control from NORMAL
to DIE-ICE until car is sufficiently warmed. For summer use,
move the TEMPE H(‘\TUHE control to OFF, the AIR control
to NORMAL and. by using the blower to increase the air
intake, greater digtribution of air results. The venti-heat

underseat heater-delvoster may be individually ordered for

fuctory installation.

PONTIAC DE LUXE RADIO

This handsome accessory offers the finest in Iist'tonin‘sD pleasure

and has push button tuning with the capacity lor five sta- -

tions. The four-position tone control ranges from deep bass
to sharp, clear treble and, with the built-in long- range power
that this radio bas, faraway stations are brought in with
amazing clarity and signal Htl('ngl]i New dial design, includ-
ing w hll(' marbleized tuning knobs and white illumination
hn‘ night driving, has alsa been incorporated in this radio for
added beauty and convenience. The controls are centrally
located within casy reach of all front seat passengers, and
push buttons can be changed and reset to any desired station
in & matter of minutes. Each button is pushed to the rvight
and pulled out—then the station desired is dialed manually.
Push buiton back in and the station is set exactly where
you want it. Another handy feature of this handsome Pontiac
vudio is an indicator l:'il'l'i]_-) which shows “ON" if the radio
should be turmed on without proper volume.
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BASIC GROUP

A new “signal-seeking” vadio, called the De Luxe Electramatie,
is also available as an individual accessory (not part of the
basic group ) and is designed to give you automatic tuning
of any available station in any locality by using a “selector
bar” located above the radio dial. It is possible to get almost
any number of listenable stations by tning a “sensitivily
control” and pushing the “selector bar” . . . which will result

in auntomatic tuning. A telescoping 57-inch antenna is avail-
able for both De Luxe and De Luxe Electramatic radios and
mounts on the right front cowl to minimize obstruetion ol
the drivers vision. Either radio for 1956 can be ordered for
factory installation.

w2 Www, PontiacSafari.com
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BASIC GROUP

TILTING NON-GLARE, REAR-VIEW MIRROR

This rear-view mirror rolioves  drivers eves ol strain and
makes night driving much safer and easier, By day it reflects
i sn.up clear image of the road behind, and at mtfhl a llp
on its positioning tab culs the glaring reflection to a mini-
mum. Extra-wide S-inel size gives « wide view of the road
hehind and the entive mirvor gluss is enclosed in a chrome
frame for fine appear

€

DUAL BACK-UP LAMPS

Designed to operate aulomatically whenever the molor is
running and shift or seleelor lever is in reverse gear, these
dual b ul\ ap lamps give wamning Lo pedestrians and othier
drivers of intention to back up. ‘\!mmier! just below ihe tail
lights, these two 32-candlepower beams permit the driver to
see whit’s behind him. help him avoid obstructions .m(l steer
safely out of narrow driveways or parking places. Can be
indivicdually ordered for mtm\ installation—Gronp I,




BASIC GROUP
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serving to remove harmful

OIL-BATH AIR CLEARER

You can add vears to the life of your engine and save costly
repair bills even when operation is in the citv. it vou have
one of these Pontiac oil-bath air cleaners on vour new
Pontine. This carefully engineered unit utilizes a pool of oil
to clean the air before it passes into the carburetor, thus
dust and dirt that might other-
wise enter the engine.

FULL-FLOW OIL FILTER

Pontine’s Mll-flow oil filter pro-
teets your engine [rom dirt and
foreign particles that would other-
wise flow into the lubrication sys-
tem and cause undue engine wear
or harmfully affect engine per-
formatice. Every drop of oil is
directed t]urouf_wh a filtering cle-
ment  that removes the Imug_,u
particles, and is then sent into the
il galleries. In case the filter be-
comes clogged with dirt, the oil
is hypassed. This keeps the oil
flowing until the dirty filter ele-
ment has been r(‘p]flcvd

¥ ™1 ™

This is the group that makes driving a Pontiae even more
wonderful and enjoyable. The convenience gronp is very
inexpensive. vet worth so much in satetv and comlort,

GLOVE COMPARTMENT LAMP

Poutine’s glove compartment Tap floods the interior with
light the instant the glove compartment doer is opened and
shuts: off wtomatically the door is closed. Eliminates
groping in the dark. The metal shade direets light into glove
compartment and mayv be boned around to direct light for
map reading. This handy accessory operates on a plunger
swileh to insure a positive light

when

cvery tHime,

TRUNK AND UTILITY LAMP

New for 1956, this convenient
accessory turns on the moment
the trink lid iy lifted, illuminat-
ing the luggage compartment
auntornatically. You then have
both hands free to load Tuggage
ar get ab the spare tive. It is alse
possible to Tilt lamp from its
mounting bricket and, by means
of a 17- hmt sell-storing exten-
sion cord, use it for changing
tires o as a warning light.




CONVEMIENGE GROUP

HAND BRAKE SIGNAL

Mounted in the hand brake
lever bracket, this signal flashes
a bright red waming whenever
ignition is turned on and brake
is set. 1t will continue to flash
this warning until the hand brake
is released, which means that
you avoid the danger ol driving
with hand brake on and possibly
damaging the brakes. The red
fasher is made of translicent
and “reflectorized” ved glass en-
circled in chrome.

UNDERHOOD LAMP

New for 1956, this underhood
lamp is designed to give the
driver the assistance of praper
light while working under the
hood at night. The lamp is
mounted on the underside of
the hood and a metal shade di-
reclts the light directly on the
engine and the underhood in-
terior. L;mlp goes on automat-
ically the moment the hood is
lifted, and shuts off when the
hood is closed. (An underhood
and trouble lamp is available
for nuse with Station Wagons.)

|
|
|
!
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CONVENIENCE GROUP

OUTSIDE REAR-VIEW MIRROR

Whether vou're in the cily or in
the comntry, vou'll find this ont-
side rear-view mirror an invalu-
able aid to safe driving, It tells
the driver when it is safe to pull
out and  pass and climinates
“hlind spots™ in rear vision. A
guick glanee is all thal’s nee-
essary . . . the driver keeps his
eyes focused on the road ahead.
Securely attached to minimize
vibration and give clear images.
this handsome mirror is heavily
chrome-pluted to protect it
against the elements, The re-
flecting  surface  is “Cromir”
which prevents “blurring”™ and
“ehosting” . reduces  glare
for casier night driving,

ASH TRAY

LIGHT

Pull the ash tray lrom ils re-
cess and it gives off a sul-
lused glow for the conven-
ience of smokers at night. Be-
cause of the small opening
through which the light
passes, it cannot distract the
driver and yet gives enough
light to guide smokers in
finding the ash tray at night.
Thus you avoid missing the
ash tray which ptlssib]y could
result in bumned clothing or
upholstery. When emptying
the ush tray, the light re-
maing in the mstrument p:mv].

AR e mme
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CONVENIENCE GROUP

COURTESY LAMPS

Installed on both sides of the beneath the instrument
panel, these handy famps flash on \\iwn the front doors are
opened, throwing a strong beam of light to assist driver and
passengers in and out of the car at night. They mav also he
operated manually by flicking a switch centrally located on

the instrument pdn(‘] (Also available as an individual ac-
Cessory. )

VISOR VANRITY MIRROR

Here's something  that l'nullv \\’1|| be ap],uc'l.ll(d by the
women. It's Pontiac’s new 35" by 10" miror that’ clips
easily to the underside of the inside sun visor and is ideal
for repairing muke-up, combing hair or checking appearance.
Men will appreciate this accessory, too, especially salesmen
on business trips—for shaving or checking appearance.
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Give vonr car added sparkle and good looks with these in-
expensive accessories in the Appearunce Group. Not only
do they give your car added beauty. but they do a good ]uh
of inl"ll'll on where needed, too.

EXHAUST DEFLECTOR

Finished in bright ehrome plate, this deflector protects the
rear blunpe from discoloration by exhaust gases and adds a
touch of beauly to vour new Pontiae, loo. It deflects gases
down and away from the bumper. hielps keep your chrome
shiny and new looking,

ILLUMINATED HOOD ORNAMENT

This new v conlinues
the “V" motif as used 1655,
but fh::* point of the “V7 is now
made of clear plastic which
vuns along the [ront edge of
ench  wing. Midway beltween
the point “and wing tip, there
are two bomb-like projections
that give the hood ormnament a
“jet  plane” appearance. The
plastic section glows softly with
suflused light \\Iu_lwve the lighis are tumed on to
distinetion and another l”lllhﬂhil((I spot for safely.
HCCESSOrY WAy be ordered for factory inst all: mml—(mnip NX.

RCCOSSOry

add
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APPEARANCE GROUP
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NO-MAR FUEL DOOR GUARD

New for 1936, this acces-
sory curves around the
vilnerable side of the gas
tank filler door and pre-
vents nicking and seratch-
ing by careless gas station
attendants when they fill
the tank. Smartly de-
signed, it is made of stain-
less steel that won't rust
or corrode.

REAR FENDER SHIELDS

Pontiac’s rear fender shields add a graceful note ol beauty to
the rear fenders, “completing” the smooth-flowing lines of
Pontiac’s distinctive fender styling. By minimizing wheel
splash, they keep your car cleaner and help prevent rust.

Accessories thal make drviving more comfortable and con-
venient that’s the Comfort Group. All have been care-
fullv selected to give yon the utmost in driving pleasure . . .
vel cost so little!

NEW WINDSHIELD WASHERS

A push ol the new foot-controiled lever on the floor throws
two streams of waler on the windshield and turng on the
windshield wipers simultancously, automatically clearing the
windshield of dust, dirt, road spl ash and insccts. Coordinat-
ing the windshield washer and windshield wiper is an im-
portant .-;ul'vt_v feature beeause the driver does not need to
remove one hand from the steering wheel to tim on the
wusher and wiper,

LATEX FOAM SEAT CGUSHIONS
Here iy resilient foam rubber, one-
inch thick, made for the front and
v seab eushions  (not on seat
neks). The tiny air holes in the
cushion “hreathe”™ ag pressure is ap-
plied. and  cushions conform  per-
fectly to body contours. They stay
smooth and trim—can’t mat, sag or
bunch up. BDriving fatigue is greatly
rechiced  because  latex foam  seat
enshions help absorh shocks. They
can be individually ordered for fac-
tory nlst;l”:lhf.m—Gl‘(:up K.
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COMFORT GROUP

E-Z-EYE TINTED SAFETY GLASS

! Now you can have a windshield glass that reduces glare and
j admits only the soft rays of the sun. It Pl)‘itl.l(‘\: E-Z-Eve
P glass . . . the tinted glass that filters out heat rays for cooler
car mt(‘mn and also ]1(‘!1}5 relieve evestram. The windshield
is tinted in a dee penmﬂ tone . .. top to bottom . . . cuts down
night-driving headlight glare without sacnﬁ(ms_, vision, For
|1(t01v installation onlv. Order Group 1.
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PROTECTION GROUP

These aceessories can save you money because they will

take the brunt of the damage in minor aceidents and traflic

jars, Built to take rough treatment, they will protect your
car. front and back. .mfi eliminate expensive repair hills,

GRILLE GUARD

Smartly designed and as modern looking as Llw new Pontiac
itself, this extra-duty grille guard is sturdily made to re ally

“take the bumps™. It cansists of two modified “bomb type”

guards. with the same ornamental center piece that appears
on the regular guards, They have upper and lower projections
and are |rnnocl by u sturdy cross bur having three attractive
embossments. Offer ample protection to the grille, vet blend
in so well with the ‘U‘l”(’ appearance that it looks like a
part of the grille itsell. Order this grille guard individually
fuctory installed—CGroup PX.

REAR BUMPER WING GUARDS

Protect the rear of your car from bumps and serapes with
these new chrome- P]‘ll(-‘(] steel wing guards. They cleverly
blend into the rear bumper impact lmr and wrap around the
rear fenders oo wide protective band which diminishes to
narrower buand at the rear of the car to end at the rear
bumper eross bur [or additional protection. Available for
Sufari and all other models except 860 and 870 Station
Wagons—Group PP.




Available for factory and/or dedler installation as specified
in the copy for each accessory.

REAR WINDOW DEFROSTER

No more “fogged-up” or frosted rear window when _\"(n;
have this Pontiac accessory installed in your car. Mountec
under the rear package shelf. this unit will gn‘lnA w{_n'k (‘ll‘l
fog and frost to clear up the window in a very few mzm:ttl.sl.
It is controlled by a switch on the instrument ]J:}nel; anc
by using the warm air inside the car :1_11(1. h]t)\\"iné_fl it :1gnlm.‘?'l‘
the rear window. frost and fog are climinated. The unil is
made up ol an air chamber and a blower \\']]i(']ll are mm;
pactly built to do the job and yet lake up @ minimum o
S;ﬁm“(". (Not available on Convertible Coupe aned - Station
Wagons.) Dealer installed only.

[N
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WINDSHIELD SUN VISOR

The Pontine sun visor forms a trim “steel brim™ over the
windshield to block out sky glare from the driver’s cyes
and keep the fronl seat passengers in the shade. Not only
does it relieve evestrain, bul it has been proven that it
also keeps the entire interior of the car cooler during summer
driving. Front seat passengers are also relieved of the dis-
comfort caused by direet sun rays on the legs. This visor
should not be sold as a replacement lor the E-Z-Eye glass
beeanse abviously they both do a different job. The [-Z-Eye
gliss cuts down glare, while the sun visor prolects front
seat pussengers from the direct ravs of the sun and keeps
the car cooler,

This visor, by the way, is beautifully und exclusively  de-
signed for the 1956 Pontive and is macde of sturdy all-stecl
construction and will not rattle or vibrate even at high
specds. Painted Lo mateh the car’s color and handsomely
trimmed in chrome, it is highly recommended Tor air-con-
ditioned cars to eut down on radiant heat and help the
air conditioning unit do a better job. This accessory can
be individually ordered for factory installation—Group I. or
for dealer fnstallation. (Nol available on Convertible Coupe. )
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' INDIVIDUAL ACCESSORIES INDIVIDUAL ACCESSORIES

it will now be possible, l)\‘ use of the rear speaker control
switeh in combination with the radio tone control knob, to
have twenty different sound combinations for ideal selection
ol hi-fidelity and stereophonic sound reproduction. Here are
the five p(mlmm which may be seleeted with the rear speaker
contral dial: front speaker onlv, high response rear speaker
only, low 10‘-1)0!15(* rear spva]wv only, both rear speakers and
all spmkels (front and rear). By turning the contvol dial to
any of these various positions, wcvnlmn can be tailored for
more pleasant listening for the front and rear seat passengers.

o PONTIAC SPOTLAMP

Youll find this accessory an invaluable aid in driving because

it is not only a spotlamp. but it may also be used as an
()llt.‘;i(le T'("d.l'\l.(‘\\' mirnﬂ' ll h'l‘i Tnn.'l})' ITI'{I.H\' Ot]l(‘r 1ses,

too, such as an auxiliary headlight should one fail, as an =
aid in reading road signs or locating house numbers and
for general illumination in case of car trouble. The rear-
| view, no-glare, no-blur, “Cromir™ mirror can be adjusted
'i from inside the car simply by turning the uputhmp handle.
It is smartly styled, heavily chrome-plated and is mounted
through the left door pnst of the car to reduce vibration.
When you order this accessory, ask for the GX Group.

TRAFFIC LIGHT VIEWER ‘
This accessory works on the prism L 1 ELECTRIC RADIO ANTENNA !
|

principle to reflect a clear image of It tukes just o Hip of the switeh and
overhead traffic lights. 1t eliminates the electric radio antenna goes up to ils
stooping or squinting because a (uick . o full height or retracts into the rvear
glance in the viewer tells you whether f ‘J fender. It operates while the car iy in
the light is red or green. It is made = motion so that it vou need better recep-
of plastic with a chrome-plated base tion while criving through certain areas,
mounted on the top of the instrument . j it can bie had in a flash without the driver’s

panel dircetly ahead of the driver’s taking his eyes off the road. It also
seat. This accessory comes as a “pack- s works just s easity when you want o
age” with the windshield sun visor. lower it when (!m'm_ into the garage

or under some Juw-hdnﬂmlf ()1)sl|ucl1rm
Hi-FI REAR SEAT SPEAKERS [ While it is in the retracted pesition your

- ; ; ; : . i ] antenna is safer from damage by pr ank-
This new accessory is _a‘:\’m]ab]v [or use with f_‘]fl_}t.‘r ol the sters and children, Tquipped ” with a
two radios offered in 1956. It combines the use of the front " ] DBieita] minton ok Yuicker wespates, it

speaker with bwo rear seat speakers located on the rear

’ Crs. has a durable snap-nction switeh, on
package shelf to the right and left of center. As a vesult, L

the instrument pancl below the fuel
gauge, Order the EX Group.

ﬂ
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INDIVIDUAL ACCESSORIES
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CHROME RINGS

Made expressly for Ponliae 560
models and 870 Station Wagons,
these handsome chrome trim rings
are bands of bright chromium stecl
that ring the wheel just inside the
tire. Thev stay on permanently
and need not be removed when
changing a tire, Their smart ap-
pearance dresses up your car and
gives it a look of sparkle and zip.

WIRE WHEEL DISCS

Give your new Pontiac a spmts
car” flavor by having these stain-
less steel wire wheel discs installed
on your car, They bolt right to the
wheel to reduce the possibility of
theft and also give a secure in-
stallation. Order RR Group.

STAIMLESS STEEL
WHEEL DISCS

These new wheel dises are made
of highly polished stainless stecl
that are rust and corrosion resistant
and give your Pontiac a shiny new
appearance. The design for 19356
consists of multi-level graduations
ascending to a brushed finished
hub. This hub is encircled by
numerous fine ridges and, sep;i—
rated from  these ridges by a
polished ring, are depressed black
squares ‘-.])d(,L‘d with embossments.
Sold separately for 860 models,
these wheel dises are  standard
equipment on the Star Chief and
870 models, (Not available [or
860 or 870 Station Wagons.)

" www PontiacSafari.com
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INDIVIDUAL ACCESSORIES

REMOTE-CONTROL OUTSIDE REAR-VIEW
MIRROR

This beautiful mirror is made of heavily chrome-plated

metal and ean be veadily .1d]usifc] in all kinds of weather

from inside the car. Mounted on the door, it operates with
a twist of the wrist . . . a fore-and-aft movement for change
in mirror aim and chzmge of elevation of the mirror is
done by rotating the handle. It is securely altached to
climinate all vibrations, and the “Cromi”™ front surfuce
mirror glass gives a true. non-glare reflection. This mirror
may be ordered in Group GG.

NEW ILLUMINATED CAR COMPASS

A quick glanee and you know the exact
direction vou're (raveling, becanse this
compuss keeps you on The right road
and hclpt. prevenl vou from making the
wrong turns. [t has a floating dial de-
sign for aireraflt accuracy and is illumi-
nated for night use, Loe, Mrw be mounted
at the top- -conter of the instrument panel,
easily adjusted by owner or dealer,
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HYDRA-MATIC TRANSMISSION OIL COOLER
(860 AND 870 MODELS ONLY)

This Pontiac aceessory is highly recommended to Pontiac
owners who require above-normal service from the Hydra-
Malic transmission. [t consists of an external ail cooler,
with neeessary connections for coolant and oil supply. It is
released for use on police cars and taxis, and recommended
for rural mail carriers and similar applications involving
unusually hard service. By having this Hydra-Matic 01]
cooler installed, there is less likelihood of the transmission’s
overheating, and thus may help to avoid costly repair bills
and loss of time while car’is being serviced. May he ordered
as  factorv-installed under package number
O8R520.

aACcessory. or

WHITE SIDEWALL TIRES

Add even more beauty to your Pontiac with tubeless white
sidewall tires. Protective edge reduces curb scrape ;
keeps sidewalls looking cleaner onger. Il 4-ply, 7.10 size
is desived. order Group W (except Station Wagons). Order
VW Croup for 6-ply, 7.10 by 15 size on Sedans and Coupes.
For oversize white sidewall tives in 4-ply, 7.60 by 15 size,
order the ZW Group.

(S [ S (R TN
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PONTIAC “KOOL KOOSHION"

These flexible, lightweight seat
pads are made of sturdy coil
springs which give ample sup-
port, and vei JUU\\ for the pas-
sage of cool air through both

the enshion seal and  hack.
“Kool Kooshions™ are smartly
stvled in a neutral shade to go

with any Pontine interior and
are  covered  with ventilated
woven fiber that is tough and
cirable to give exlrn-]f)ng WL,

SEDAN VENTSHADES

You can have vour windows open during rainy weather for

outside air ventilation when you have these smart Pontiac

Ventshades instalied on your car. Ventshades are trim,
chrome-plited brims that it snugly over the top of each
window and are designed to add to the appearance of
vour car. as well as hemé‘ functional. Ventshades not only
keep the rain oul, but also shade the driver and passengers
from the harsh ravy of the sun . making the car cooler,
Easily instulled in o few minutes, Ventshades make driving
mote convenient and comfortable.
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INDIVIDUAL ACCESSORIES

DOOR EDGE GUARDS

This  accessory not  only
i dresses up the appearance
of your Pontiac, but also
prevents nicks and scratches
on the edge of the doors.
Available for all models, it
will keep your car new-
looking longer and protect
this vulnerable area from

damage. The Pontiac door
edge guard is made of
i polished stainless steel that
| won't rust or corrode. Can
be quickly installed without
i drilling any holes.

TI3SUE DISPENSER

i With Pontiac’s handy tissue dispenser right at your fingertips,
| vou cun eliminate frantic searching for tissues in glove
compartment or purse. They are ideal for children’s acei-
dents, cleuning eyeglasses, and many other uses. This hand-
some dispenser fits neatly under the instrument panel and,
when needed, swings out for sy accessibility and swings
| back to its out-of-the-way position with a touch of the
| hand. Without a doubt, this is one of the handiest accessories
vou could have in vour new Ponliac,
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DOOR HANDLE GUA

Smartly stvled and stordily made,
door handle guards eliminate un-
sightly nicks and scratches arownd
the door handle.

RD

INVISIBLE INSECT SCREEN

This sereen cannot be seen from

the outside because it is installed ,
behind vour Pentine grille and
completely  covers the  radiator
apenings.  Made of fine mesh
sereen, it catches insects, pre-
vents clogging and reduces the

Si

possibility -~ of  overheating  the
cooling system in insect areas.
Becuuse  of its  localion,  the

J

sereen will not detract in any W
way [rom the beauty and appear-
ance of vour Pontine grille and vet it

is casily removed for

cleaning, In fact, vou can elean it voursell i o maltter ol

b

minntes with o broom and plain water from the garden hose.

FOLD-AWAY UMBRELLA

No sutter where you drive you can
alwavs have an umbrella with vou,
it vou keep one of these Pontiac
fold-away umbrellas in your glove
compartment. No more being caught
in the rain . . . no more wel clothing
ov extra dry-cleaning  bills. because
this umbrella gives you all the pro-
teclion that an  ordinary umbrella
offers, and yet fits snugly in the
glove mm“.p;ﬁlrnent. Choice of two
colors in long-wearing, wrinkle-resist-
ant nylon or four colors in inexpen-
sive, lustrous rayon . . . both offering
complete  rain  protection  wherever
von o uo,
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Prevent harmful damage to
vour gas tank from chil-
dven’s pranks by getting
this 1m=\pgns|vc Pontiac
accessory. Its low-cost in-
surance against  gasoline
siphoning and  theft, and
can be installed in a mat-
ter of minutes. The lock
can be coded to either your
ignition or trunk key, and
youre free from worry
and theft.

ahout damage

RUBBER FLOOR MATS

Your front and rear floor mats
will stay new-car clean when
you see these new “contour”
rubber foor mats. They prevent
ungightly rain and snow stains
and save wear and scufling of
the floor mats underneath.
Choice of many new colors to
go with the car

interior.

FUEL DOOR LOCK

CONTINENTAL TIRE KIT
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Give your car a touch of dis-
tinction and elegance with «
Pontiae continenial  tire kit
Sturdily mounted, it makes the
full trunk area easily accessible.
A slight pull of the release
handle and the continental tire
moves aside and away from
the trunk for casy access to
trunk compartment. Move tire
back in place and it locks in
position automatically.
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PONTIAC COLOR “TIPON"

Now you can touch up unsightly
nicks and seratches yourself with
this amazing little Pontiac Tipon.
A lipstick- like Drush dispenser,
this llpon containg  an hmple
supply of Pontiac paint that comes
in various colors to match your
car exterior. Colors are available
for the new 1956 models and
late-model Pontiacs, too.

“AUTRONIC-EYE" AUTOMATIC HEADLIGHT CONTROL

ELECTRIC CLOCK

i‘m;jet about (hmmmg your
hmdh;_,his .. . the Pontiac
"Autronic- EVP © does it for
vou!l When another vehicle
approaches, your headlights
are dimmed .mionut,mnl!y
ab a safe distance. When
the wvehicle passes, vour
headlights return to bright.
A floor switch lets you over-
ride if you wish to signal
with your brights.

You'll always be on time For appoint-
ments when vou have this beantiful
electric clock in your Pontiac, The
numerals are easy to read both day
and night, because in the dark the
white numerals are edge-lit with
white illumination. The small knob
above the clock face regulates the
hands, and the entire clock is con-
veniently installed to the right of
the glove compartment.
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PONTIAC ANTIFREEZE

Keep your car [ree from freeze-ups with Pontiae factory-
installed, engincer-approved, all-winter or methanol  anti-
freeze. You may choose either methanol or all-winter type
ethylene glycol “de pending on which you prefer. For factory
installation of ethylene glycol order Gr oup OX (11 t]u.lrl\-) or
Group OO (64 t|ll.lll‘v) Methanol will be installed in season
unless the all-winter ethylene glyeol is specifically ordered for
factory installation.

PONTIAC UNDERCOATING

Every new Pontine owner should be
wrged to get a Pontiac engineer-
approved undercoating for his car. It
protects against rust and corrosion,
insures quieter operation and in-
creases the car’s resale value.

REMINGTON ELECTRIC SHAVER

The Remington De Luxe 653 Model
Shaver is ideal for the busy traveling
man. Specifieally designed to operate
equally well on 12-volt or 110-volt
current, this combination gives you
two shavers in nno—u-.lch for instant
use either p]um-v(l in the cigar lighter
receptacle or in any home outlet,
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THERMASTER
REFRIGERATOR

Perfect for traveling long dis-
tances and for outings, this
refrigerator  keeps  [ood  and
beverages cold for hours. It
has a red haked-enamel finish
with polished aluminum cover,
and boasts o drain spigot and
attachied bottle opener. Meus-
pres 217 x 107 x 127 in size.

PURSE HANGER

Purses may be hung up out
of the wav when this it.mti\
recessary is in vour Pontiac,
Consisting of a sturdy black
plastic hanger with contrasi-
ing red plastic medaliion, it
can he installed in just o few
mites, For Station Wagons
and Cataling models, hanger
edoe is slipped snugly in
plice  under the w m(ftm
molding,

FLAMINGO TOTER

convenient

rel
Toter for all your picnie and
traveling requirements. The

Here iy a

Four- gtihm capacily  assures
room for everything, and the
fiber glass |m||?lt|0|l keeps
foods hot or cold For hours.

The removable  alwminum
tray keeps foods dry, while
beverages below  can be

cooled i ice, This tray may
also be used as a skillet or
pan, il desired,
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PONTIAG SEAT COVERS

For 1956, vou will be offered a choice of three different
materials in beautiful new patterns. The covers available
are Oxford Nylon (shown above) in Blue, Red, Green, Brown
or Grey in assorted patterns; Tricot Nylon in solid Blue,
Red, Green or Gold; and Plastic in Blue, Red or Green in
plaid pattern. All can be installed quickly and casily.

OXFORD NYLON: Blue, Red, Green, Brown or Grey

4-Door Sedans R 2-Door

and Catalinas Catalina
Complete Set 613511 613523 613524
Complete Front Seat 613511A 6135234 613524A
Front Cushion Only . . 6135118 6135238 6135248
Complete Rear Seat . 613811RS 613523RS 613524RS

TRICOT NYLON: Blue, Red, Gold, Green—Solid Colors

4-Door Sedans
and Catalinas

2-Door Sedans
and Catalinas

Complete Set 653F11 653F24

Complete Front Seat 653F11A 653F24A
Front Cushion Only 653F118 653F24B
Complete Rear Seat 453F11RS &53F24RS
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PLASTIC: Blue, Red or Green Plaid Pattern

4-Door Sedans 2-Door
and Catalinas 2-Doors Colalinas
Complete Sets Only. . . ... 645 F 11 645 F 23 645 F 24

ADDITIONAL OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT

Available for Factory Installation

HILLS AXLE—Order the U Group
All Synchromesh—39-10

BLACK SIDEWALL TUBELESS TIRES—ORDER THE V GROUP
7.10 x 15—6-Ply
All except Station Wagons

WHITE SIDEWALL TUBELESS TIRES—ORDER THE W GROUP
7.10 x 15—4-Ply
All except Station Wagons

WHITE SIDEWALL TUBELESS TIRES—ORDER THE VW GROUP
7.10 x 15—6-Ply
All except Station Wagons

LOW-COMPRESSION ENGINE—ORDER THE Y GROUP
Synchromesh Only

HEAVY-DUTY PLATE BATTERY—ORDER THE YX GROUP

OVERSIZE TUBELESS TIRES—ORDER THE Z GROUP
7.60 x 15—4-Ply
Standard on all Station Wagons

OVERSIZE WHITE SIDEWALL TUBELESS TIRES—
ORDER THE ZW GROUP
7.60 x 15—4-Ply
All Models
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HERE'S WHY PONTIAC IS ONE OF
AMERICA'S MOST POPULAR CARS!

The new 19536 Pontiac models come to you in the wake of
the greatest sales record in the history of the company. This
success story can be attributed to Pontiac’s fine styling, per-
formance and dependability, which the public has come to
know and respect. Certainly Pontiac Motor Division designs
and builds these fine cars, but the entire resources of the
General Motors Corporation have contributed to their de-
velopment and success too.

There are seven assembly plants across the nation that pro-
duce approximately 50% of the Pontiacs assembled. They
are at Linden, New Jersey; Atlanta, Georgia; Framingham.,
Massachusetts; Wilmington, Delaware; Kansas City, Mis-
souri; Southgate, California; and Arlington, Texas. Supplies
f_or their fabrication come from the plant in Pontise or direcl
from suppliers” plants.

At the main plant in Pontiac, Michigan, Pontiac emplovs
about 16,000 people, 14,060 in production and the rest in
allied or administrative capacities. Pontiac’s 6 regional offices
and 25 zone offices maintain direet contact with more than
4,000 Pontiac dealers across the counbrv.

When you sell the Pountiac car, you have two great names
and organizations backing you with their prestige and repu-

. www.PontiacSafari.com
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General Motors and Pontiae. These Famous mumes
and what they stand for give you a tremendous sales story,

tation . ..

it you use it wisely enough . . . and often enoughi!

The huge General Motors Building in Detroit is the hub ol
the Corporation’s activities. Nearby are the great General
Motors Research Laboratories. Here, years-ahead testing and
research contribute to the constant impm\'t—'nu'uf of the
Pontiac car

Pontiae’s  tremendous  manufacturing  plant  covers  over
6.500.000 square feet of floor space. Production experts
have called it one of the industry’s finest—a model plant,
Only the finest machinery and equipment are nsed, and
mamfacturing methods are the most modern and up-to-date.
To insure absclute control of materials, Pontiac operates its
own foundry, and a completely automatic plating plant as
well, to get the best possible “bright work™ on every car.

Some of Pontiac’s tremendous manufacturing might is also
contributing strongly to the nation’s defense effort, by ful-
filling important defense contracts.

Pontiac’s huge Engineering Building is one of the most
modern in the industry—with every conceivable facility for
ci(*signing,‘ testing and improving P(wr1li:1(: cars und‘c.-umlucting
research for the improvement of the Pontiacs ol tomorrow.

The General Motors Proving Ground in Milford, Michigan.
is a 3.873-ucre ouldoor laboratory composed of testing areas




which subject cars and military vehicles to stresses and
strains few will ever meet. Pontiac stamina and ruggedness
arce checked and double-checked. Every new model is sub-
jected to thousands of miles of driving at all speeds to ob-
serve its perfnrmnncc.

General Motors devotes over 6,060 acres of land to the ex-
clusive purpose of testing, proving and comparing the vehicles
it builds. One of the newest such proving grounds is located
near Phoenix, Avizona—the vastness of which is shown here
in panoramic air view. Varied terrain of 2,280 acres—includ-
ing desert llats and mountainous peaks—is used for the spe-
cial purpose of testing cars and military vehicles under
extreme conditions of heat, dust and high altitude. =
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The picture shown reveals the inspiring architectie of Gen-
eril Motors’ new Technical Center. 1t is still under construe-
tion, but vast parts of it arve already in active nse. Here,
scientists and sp(c:dilqh contribute their spt"nf falents in
physics, L‘hclmsh\ metallorgy, biology and  electricity to
develop ideas for the future—ideas that may be pri actic: ably
applicd to the job of making good automobiles hetter.

¥ PONTIAC
MO"OR DIVISION

OF CENEAA HATORS £ SRFORLTIDN

Pontiac’s Administration Building, located in Pontiac, Michi-
gan, is the starting point of ull Dwmcm activity, exclusive ol
engineering, Here are the Exceutive, Sales. Advertising,
Sales Promolion, Acconnting, Service, Parts and :\(‘(!(‘S‘S()l'—}'
Departmnent offices and  other administrative  depuartments.
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FAMOUS PONTIAC FIRSTS

The proof of Pontiac’s industry-leading, engineering accom-

i INDEX

plishments lies in this long list of automotive achievements - =
which were developed or introduced by Pontiac engineers
and Ersl]usod on Pontiae antomobiles. Many of these are now - A Page Page
commonly used by other automotive manulacturers.
} ’ ot Accessories 216  Clutch. 167
| Air Cleaner, Oil-bath, Coot H°°k5 - 92
: . i Accassory 126,222  Color and Upholstery Op%tons 38
Duco finish for automobiles Special onalysis nickel- J Air Conditioning 192  Combustien Chomber, Anti-
y chrome stezsl for axle Antenng, Eleciric Rodic, knock . . 124
Cyanide-hardened et Accessory . . 235  Compass, |||um|nc?ed Cur,
fransmission gears ’ = Antifroeze, Accessory 244 Accessory . . . .- e e s 237
Gusher valve coolin ! Arm Rests. B8 onnatling RBdsL s b 128
Harmonic balancer 9 J Ash Tray, Front and Rear 91  Convertible, Star Chief . 21
IS 1 Ash Tray with Light, Accessory. 225 Cooling:
G-M-R combustion chamber Built-in 1he_rmosrc§|c control Autronic-Eye, Accessory 243 Engine. 114
for cooling system = Axle, Hypoid Rear. 168 Gusher Valve. S 118
Electroplated pistens | Axle, Recr Bumper 169 Water J_uclfets, Fuli-lengéh .. 118
Foot-control for headlight ol Axles, Choice of 168  Cowl Ventilation. . .......... 79
Vacuumatic automatic beams Crankcase Ventilation .. 114
Crankshaft and Becrings. 137
spark control . ] _ B i Nhek 135
, Indirectly lighted '1 ylinder Bloc
i Mounting of power plant insirument panel ] Balancer, Ha‘rmonic 12; D
on neutral axis . = Bobecy; }2-Yolt
Safety-shift gear control Becrings and Seal, Rear : =
Uniform, balanced e Wheel . 161 Dexosier. Rear Window, o
e g = Body, Color and FI"!ISH . 89 ccessory
! connecting rods Butyl rubber radiator hose J Bnd: Construction, Unisteel 48 Differenticl. 2 VA | 12:
T . i Body, Interior Dimensions 94  Distributor, 1 olt . .
E Crankshaft with integraily 10-W and 20-W engine oil = Bod; Mounts, Rubber 151 Door Edge Guard, Accessory. . 240
4 forged counterweights . Body Specifications 95 Door Handle Guerd, Accessory 241
| Triple brake seals = | Brake Druisis 165 Door Handles. .. ...... 20
% One hundred per cent i Brake, Hond . 166 Door Locks, Rotary. 82
3 pressed steel axle Sealed pressure CDOIlng - Brakes, Improved. . 164 Doors, Unisteel . . 72
: : Bumper Wing Guards,
i tigusing Tapered valve stem guides Accessory 231
] -
Complete pressure-suction . e ) oy s
crankcase ventilation 4-way cantilever frame ol ELe;i::Ol. 12-Volt System.
3 Comfort Conirol é-way seat Coble Insulation. . 133 General. ... ... ... .. 104
Mecheical fiiet pump v u Comshaft, Tapered Cam. .. .. 134 Horsepower and Torque 106
: . —_ 0o - Carburetor, Four-barrel., | 128 Specifications. ... ...... 139
fialicat g?ar., Siefn Aluminized fail pipe Carbureter, Two-barrel . | 127  Entrance Room, 2-Doors. ; 85
fransmission . . = Cataling, Star Chief 4-Door 18 Exhaust Deflector, Accessory . . 227
_ Rubber engine mountings Cateling, Star Chief 2-Door 19 Exhaust, Dual, Accessory. . ... 209
Quad-gallery lubrication Cataling, 870 4.Deor. . . .. 26 Exhaust System. . . 129
system Ball-pivot rocker arms = Cataling, 870 2-Deor. . . .. 27  Exterior Styling:
Cataline, 860 4-Door. . ... .. 32 General. . . ... e 8
- Cataling, 860 2-Door. . ... .. 33 RTe e Bs o e 2 ) 31
Chassis: 870.. = 00 A 25
Gerercl. . 148 Star Cinef ..... 17
] Specifications . . 172  E-Z-Eye Safety Glass,
Clock, Electric, Accessory . . 243 Accessory . .. ..... 230
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F Page
Fender Mounting 151
Fender Shields, Rear, A:ressary 228
Fender Styling. ... ..... 12
Fender, V-8 Emblern. 11
Filter, Fuel . 123
Filter, Full- ﬂow OII 222
Frame, X-Member 150
Fuel Distribution . 125
Fuel Door Guard, Ar.ces<ory 228
Fuel Docr Lock, Accessory . 242
Fuel Tank. . . . 89
G

Glove Compartment. .. .. 47, 91
Generafor, 12-Velt, . . . - 132
Gravity, Low Center of . ., .. 162
Grille. . .. .. 11
Grille Guard, Accessory 231
H

Hand Brake Signal, Accessory. 224
Heater and Defroster,

Accessory. ... .o 218
Hood Hinge. . . . 83
Hood Laich . . 83
Hood Ornament. .. 11
Hood Ornament, |I|um|n<:|fed

Accessory . . . .. 227
Hotchkiss Drive . 159
Hydra-Matic Drive. ; 180
Hydra-Matic Qil Cooler,

Accessory . 238
Hydra-Matic Speuf‘cuhons 189
i
insect Screen, Accessory. . 241
Institutional . ... ... 248
Instrument Panel. 44
Insulation, Unisteel . 74
Interiar Styling:

860 4-Door Cotaling 60

8640 2-Door Cotalina. . . .. 62

860 2-Dr. and 4-Dr. Sedans 63

860 2-Dr. and 4-Dr. Station

SWAGONS: o s e s was 64

870 4-Dr. Catalina. . ..... 54

870 2-Dr. Catalina . . . . 56

B70 4-Dr, Sedan. 57

B70 4-Dr. Station Wugon 58

Star Chief 4-Dr. Catalina 48

Page

Star Chief 2-Dr. Catalina . . 50

Star Chief 4-Dr, Sedan, . . 51

Star Chief Convertible . . . . 52

Star Chief Safari Station

Wagon. 53

General . . 44

d

Jack, Bumper. 23
K

Kool Kooshion, Accessory. . 239
L

Lamp, Back-up, Accessory . . . 221
Lamp, Glove Compartment,

Accessory . . . .. 223
Lamp, Trunk-utility 223
Lamp, Underhcod, Accessory 224
Lamps, Courtesy, Accessory .. . 226
Levelators, Hydraulic Rear. ... 160
License Plate and Bracke!

Assembly : 89
Lift Gate Opemng, Stchcn

Wagons. . ... . 78
Liners, Spring, Full- Iangfh 154
Lubrication:

Cylinder Bore . 113

Engine Quad-galiary . . 108

Timing Chain and Sprocket. . 112

Valve Train 2 11
Lluggcge Space. . . B4
M
Manifold, Balanced-intake 127
Mats, Rubber Floor, Accessory 242
Mirror, Qutside Rear-view,

Accessory . 225
Mirror, Remore coniml Ouf

side Rear-view, Accessory.. 237
Mirror, Tilting, Rear-view,

Accessory . . ... 221
Mirror, Visor Vunlry,

Accessory . 226
Muffler. . 169
0
Qil Filter, Accessory. . . . .. 222
Qil Intake, Ficating. . .. 110
Optional Equipment . . 190 247

P

Pistons, Tin-plofed

Pontiac "Firsts”

Power Brokes. .

Power Steering

Pump, Fuel and Vacuum
Purse Hunger, Accessory . .
Pusk Rods, Hollow Steel

R

Rodiator Mounting . .

Radia, De Lluxe, Accessory

Radio, De Luxe Electramatic,
Accessory .

Refrigerotor, Ther*qsver
Azcessory .

Robe Cerd, Sedan.

Rocker Arms, Boli-pivot

S

Safety Cushion, Instrument
Panel .

Sext, Adjusiable Front.

Seat Construction

Seat Covers, Accessories . |

Seat Cushions, Lotex Foam,
Accessory .

Saat, Front, Position .

Seat, 6-Way, Mechanical,
Accessory .

Sect, 4-'Way, F'ower
Accessory

Sedan, Star Chief

Sedan, 870 4-Door

Sedan, 840 2-Door

Sedan, 860 4-Door

Shaver, Eleciric, Accessory

Speckers, Rear Seat, Accessory

Speedometer

Speotlamp, Accessory

Spring, Bushings, Rubber Renr

Springs, Long Reor

Springs, Parallel Rear

Stabitizer Bar, Front.

Starter and Solenoid. .

Statien Weagon, 860 2-Dr....

Station Wagon, 860 4-Dr.

Station Wagon, 870 4.Dr.

Station Wagon, Scfari

Steering Gear, Recirculating
Ball Type. .

Page

136
254
198
204
126
245
120

151
219

220
245

122

213
87
86

246

229
81

213

212
20
28
35

244
234
46
234
161
161
154
163
132
37
36
29
22

158

Steering, Tru-Arc. ..

Steering Wheel, 860, g

Steering Wheel, Star Chlef
and 870 models

Sun Visor, Windshield,
Accessory .

Suspension, ani

T

Tail Pipe, Aluminized.

Taxicab i

Tipon, Color, Access:ry

Tire Kit, Continental,
Accessory

Tires, Tubeless.

Tires, White Sidewall,
Accessory -

Tissue Dispenser, Accessory

Tools and Carrying
Arrangement . .

Toter, Flamingo, Accessory

Transmission, Synchromesh . .

Turning Circle.

u

Umbrella, Fold-away,
Accessory . i
Undercoating, Accessory . . . .

v

Valve Guides, Tapered .

Valve Lifters, Hydraulic.

Valve Train, Ball-pivot. .
Yalves, Intake and Exhaust. . .
Ventipanes, Front. . . : 2
Yentshades, Sedan, Accessory.
Viewer, Traffic Light, Accessory
Visors, Adjustable Front.

W

Wheei Chrome Rings, Accessory
Wheel Discs, Stoinless Steel,
Accessory . . ;

Window Lifts, Ele:ir:c
Windows, Station Wagon, Reur
Windshield, Panoramic. . . .
Windshield Washers, Accessury
Wire Whee! Discs, Accessory

Page

156

46

233
152

169
29
243

242
170

238
240

93
245
166
157

241
244

123
120
119
123

239
234
88

236

236
210
77
75
229
236
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The Pontiac Motor Division of General Motors
Corporation reserves the right to make changes
at any time, without notice, in prices, colors,
materials, equipnu:nt, spociﬁ ations and models,

and also to discontinue models.

W

All information contained herein has been carefully
checked with the most reliable sources, but responsi-
bility for the absolute accuracy of this information can-
not be assumed. The right is reserved to change any
speciﬁcatimls, parts or equipment at any time without
incurring any obligation to equip same on cars built

ptior to date of such change.
¥

White sidewall tires, rear fender panels and back-up
lamps shoewn on car illustrations are waccessories and
are available on all models at extra cost.

b4

The 1956 Pontiae Facts Book was compiled as of
September, "55.
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